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" No, sir. To rny knowledge it hiasn't licen used, and 11o one

would interfere with it in any way."
"Before the nîaîî wvent into it, do von kiiow if it bad first beeîi

cooled ?"

Yes."
Ilad it been properly veritilated at the bottoin and at the

manhole at tlîe top before lic entered it ?"
"Yes," answered the foreman. "It had been opened for

several hours."
"And steanied arîd eooled ?" continuted the expert.
' Yes. Steamed for four hours as uistal and then cooled,"

affirmied Walter.
Everything is juist as hie left it ?"
Xes, sir."

The expert picked up a " muzzle." le examined this care-
fully;, then the wooden buckets for carrying ont the debris; looked
in at the siriall opeing near the bottomn; ascendeçi the ladder and
suirveyed the interior froîn the inanhiole, retuirniing to Walter's side.

"I do not see how I ean belp yoii. I cannot conceive how by
any process or even chance arsenic could get into that C'stili.' In
fact, I can state positively there is no chance at ail."

"But you willat least make a chemical analysis of the 'mud' ?"
dernanded Walter, quite nettled.

Where's the use ?Eveni you must know arsenic does not
enter into the manufacture of the ingredients."

For answer, Walter grabbed inp a bucket and harried up the
10(1(er. W'hen lic was baif tbroingh the mnuhole, the factor - doctor
drew iup aloiigsi(le the " stili " ou his way týo an iujured workman.

"What's iii) 110w, 11art ?" hie (i1 eried, as lie reined in bis horse.
"Oh, MN-r. -Masoni lias bronghit an expert up) froin Montreal to

sec if Byrue coffld have got any arsenic froni the ' stili,' " and
Walter disappearcd, as hce did îîot want to have any words with the
factory doctor.

"Neyer heard of sucb a thing in a bleaching-powder ' stili,'"
iîtuttered thet dortor in. the direction of Walter, as lie whipped lip
bis horse and hurried to bis eal].

Wý,itht the wood-en buieket Walter scooped up some of the " mud"

at the bottom. It was a semi-liquid or pultaceous, greenish-colored

deposit wherî brougbt to the light. The expert adinitted he might
have heen hastx- in bis pronounicements. Walter was determined

to bave the expert analyze that " mud." Hie took bim to the nearest

clrug store, wbere the chemical examination revealed arsenic in

decided quantities. But how it got there was yët a puzzle. Walter

kniew as welI as the expert that arsenic was in no way employed in


