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CHAPTER VI.

The benevolence of her new but strange [riend
had set the mind of Flora at rest as to pecuniary
circumstances ; but there was still reason for
auxiety enough, as far as her father’s state sf
health was concerned. To Flora he bad ever
been a kind and indulgent parent, and she now
watched with feverish aoxiety every change in
the malady of the old man, who seemed to cling
to her with such childlike confidence.

October had set in, and its gray morning mis!
still wrapped the city 1o a partial obscurity, whea
Flora was summoned to the bedside of her fa-
ther, who was ill during the night; but aware
1bat she had to undergo much fatigue in course
the previous day, bad with much patience for-
borpe to disturb her. The faiut rays of the sup
piereing through the mist shed a sickly hght on
the countenance of her father, on whose altered
features the hand of death had already set 1its
upmistakeable impression.  In much alarm Flora
called for assistance ; but Mr. Douglas was past
buman aid, and beckonmng her to his side he
whispered such words as fond parents speak to
the clildren they love, when about to leave them
for ever in this world ; and yet, breathng these
wordls of tenderness and love, expired without
that fearfu} death-ngony so sad to {he survivors
to witness. Ou the whole, Douglas bad led a
blameless, quiet hfe; latterly he had faithfully
observed to the strictest letter the precepts of
the Church he had eatered at so late a period.—
And all that that Church could do for bim had
beer done but a few days previous to that of bis
death, so that oa this score Flora had no cause
for unbiappiness; and after having rendered hm
the last sad duties, she threw hersell on her
kaees, and found 2 sweet consolation where every
Catlolic rever fmis to find it, viz., 1o praying
earnestly for the soul’s repose of hun she loved,

Oue of her first cares was to write to her new
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friend, Lady Harcourt, who immediately ey

pewed the invitation she had given bher some
weeks previously. o

Within a fortnight, then, after the interment
of her father, Flora prepared for her yourney to
the Elms, where she arrived 1o safety_.

It might be a little nervous agitation, nalural
1o one entering amongst"strangers,»especmliy un-
der such pecuhar circumstances, aud so quickiy
atter the deaths of both parents, which made the
check of Flora a thought paler than its wont, as
she entered the library at the Elms,in which the
family were then assembled. Each one presenl,
however, save lnez, felt mtuitively a sympathy
for that fair, delicate girl, wifse sable garb'con-
trasted more strongly with tbe natural delicacy
of her complexion ; but Lady Harcourt started
jnvoluntanly as she approached —she ::ould almost
have fancied the once dearly-loved Flora of for-
mer days stood before her, as she did twenty
long years since, 0 striking was the likeness be-
tween Flora and the late Mrs. Douglas. In
deed, all present, save cae, received Flora wiih
beart-felt warmth, and she, the nearest relative
in fact, regarded ber with an iustinclive aversion,
an aversion only the more deep, from the fact
that Lady Harcourt and Eustace v ere_should of
all others appear to evince the deepest interest i
Miss Douglas. DBut why when alone at night,
some five weeks hence, when all are buried in
sleep, does Iuez gwve way to such utter anguish
and desolation ot spirit, her always pale tace 1s
now strangely flushed, ber dark eyes gleam with
an unnatural brdliaocy, the tiny foot is tossed
impatiently 1o anc fro, and the small white hand
s cleoched convulsivelp. Ah! lnez ‘h_as an
angel’s form, but a heart in which the Yvil One
100 often Lolds>dominion.  Why does she couple
the name of her unoffending cousin with that of
Bustace Vere 7 Why, but that she 1s already
plotting and planoing, with the craft of a cunning
old woman, and digging a pit for another which
she may ere long fall into bersell.

Flora was the very soul of frankpess. Ab!
your very frank and candid people are sometimes
oreat enemies Lo themselves, for Lhey often speak
when they should be silent, and really are no
match for the wicked persons whom more or less
we must all expecl to cross in our passage thro’
this world. Now, every emotion of Flera’
heart was at once lzid open to those with whom
ghe happened te associate ; t00 guileless to act
otherwise than virtuously ll;rself, she never heus-
hected wrong in others. here was ooe, how-
-gver, in the ﬁousehold of Sir Godfrt’.y Harcourt,
who read the claracter of both cousios, and this
wis none other then Eustace Vere; Eustace,
" the sole remaining scion of a noble family, who,
with alarge fortuue at his disposal, and all the
luxuries of life at his command, was meditating,
unknowa to all his friends, a retreat into some
austere order of monks, ' He bad been struck,
when he first bebeld ber, with the commanding
style of beauty which she possessed ; but - there
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f was a sometlung even in the expression of her
counlepance wlhich, to say the least, was far from
pleasing. "Well indeed would 1t be, it whea wo-
man seeks to please, she would first find out what
these think of ber for whom she is so frequently
untrue to nature, and putting ona mask to hule
the deformities which so often lie under a fair ex-
terior. 'What a delusion did she labor under ;—
already was she prepared to injure the unoffend-
ing Flora ; and for what? to gain the kuwdly
feelings of one whose thoughts were rmsed far
above the daughters of men—o! one wha httle
dreamed that he ever ealered into her mind,save
as a mutual friend of all. And who, indeed, i
bie ever spared a thought for her, 1t was one of
unfeigned pity, that endowed as she was with
health and wealll and beauty, yet the one best
thibg—virtue—was sadly wanting.
Unfortunately for Flora, as Ravensbourne
owned but a bachelor for its master, it was ne-
cessarily but a dreary abode for Tnez; so that
shordy after her first arrival in England, Lady
Harcourt had given a general mvitation to ber
to spend the greater portion of Ler time at the
Elms; and bemng the far more cheerful habita-

the offer. DMoreover, she very speedily encou-
raged i her heart an attachment which never
should have been suffered to gamn adimtlance
there ; so that the Elms was, in every senso
of-the: word, the more..pleasiog place of the
two.

Poor Flora! lately she had lived only i the
hard school of adversity, she was xlways true to
nature, unaflected as a child; and so frank and
candid that whatever {railties she possessed were
not hidden in the background ; her very candor
expressed that which many would have had suff-
cient art to conceal,

To the poorer tenantry on Sir Godfrey’s estate
she soon became a well-known and welcome visi-
tant, administeriog to them the charities of Sir
Godfrey and his mother ; yet all was dene with
such uoafiected simpleity, that she was not long
a resident at the Elms before its inmates learned
to love her, and the admiring Eustace, if be had
had a beart to bestow, would certainly have
‘yieldey it willingly.

: : CHAPTER VIL,

"The winter season has passed away, and Lady
Harcourt, attended by her son, Inez, and Eus-
tace Vere, bade farewell for a short uwe to the
Elins, leaving Flora there during their short stay
of three weeks i London. With her boeks,
her music, and ber pencil, however, Flora couvld
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fittle time Lo enjoy the sweels of solitude.

Five days had elapsed since thewr departure,
and one bright evening towards the end of May
she left the Elms with the iatention of carrying
some lttle assistance to a poor family in the
village, and 3ad been for some few moments i
conversation with the cotiager’s wife ere she no-
ticed a travel-stained, wretched-leoking man,
clad n the garb of a sailor, who was intently re-
gardipg her whilst shespoke. Somewhat offend-
ed at the earnest gaze whick was fixed upon her
features, she drew her veil over her face, and
shipping some silver into the woman’s band,
hastily withdrew. The sun had already set
whea she began to retrace her steps homewards,
and after the first {ew mowments, she bad forgot-
ter the annoyance she had received, and, regard-
less of the now rapid closing-in of the evening,
continued her walk, unconscious that evil lay in
her path.

About Lelf of her jourrey was completed, and
her path now lay tnrough a somewhat lonely
valley ; but she had beea accustomed to walk in
the evening through the crowded streets of
Edmbargh aod 1 the meadows and ralleys
around her new lome, and no fear entered ber
mind. Suddenly, however, just s she was about
lo emerge o the high road, sbe heard tke
quick step and the burried breathing as of one in
pursuit. Seized with tecror, she now quickened
ker pace; but the pext moment her arm was
rudely grasped, and a harsh voice conunanded
her to stop, and, raising ber eyes, Flora beheld
the sailor she had met 1n the cottage. >

¢ Your name,” he exclaimed. * You are re-
fated to the Mortimers of Ravensbourse : 1 can-
not be mistaken in those features.’

* What would you with me? exclaimed the
terrified girl. ¢ My name is Douglas; my grand-
mother was married to a Mortimer; but who
are you who thus rudely detain me and question
me

¢1 detamn you because I want money for food
and raiment,’ was the reply ; ¢ and, in answer to
the second part of your gquestion, [ require you
to swear before I velease you that you never
make known to Sir Godfrey and Lady Harcourt,
who I am that you have ever met with or spokea
to me, whom they happea to kuow rather oo
‘well,” he added with bitterness.

of - yonder: moon-you can: see every line of my
features, ag “plainly 'as’ I can see your own; to
‘whom ‘do, you think I bear'a strong resemblance ?
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tion of the-two, [rez failed not to avail hersell of |

not feel enizuei, and [elt it even a renef lor some |

. ss. ¢ Now, look at.
me; Miss Douglas,’.he -exclaimed ; ¢ by the light

Fancy me dressed like 2 gentleman, not a com- | and with a feeling of thankfulness that she should | com and precious gems; and with these faint

mon sailor, and tefl me candidly who you think

i L am, and then you will not refuse the oath I

require you take.’

Flora raised her eyes to the countenance of
the strange man who held her, and her gaze once
riveted on those features, could not be soon re-
moved. Then she shaded ber face with her
hand, and agan raised ber eyes, as if she almost
doubted the evidence of her semses, for beneath
the rude aspeet of the man, s elf-locks, his
haggard features which told of a life of crime
and recklessness, she traced a close resemblance
to Lady Harcourt.

¢ Well, young lady, wiom do I resemble?’
he asked, in a jeering tone. ¢ You shall say who
I amn like, for that lLikeness is allowed to be
striking ; and when you hare told e, and sworn
uot to reveal my appearance here, L will release
you, and not before.’

¢ Lady Harcourt,” now gasped the ternfied
Flora, ¢Can my surmises be correct? she
added, ¢ no, ber ladyslip has no sonbut Sir
Godfrey ; you are only playing with iny fears.
Take my purse, she added, placing it in his
liand as sbe spoke, © and detain e no lenger.’

* You bave goessed right, Miss Douglas,’ re-
plied the mapn;—¢1 am Tady Harcourt’s elder
son by a former marriage. I had not the good
fortune to be her second son, you see; and you
bave not chanced to hear about me because wny
antecedents have pot been very creditable to her
ladyship and her beautiful son ; and as [ have to
be mn this village some time longer, and do not
choose to have all my plans frustrated, I insist
on your taking an oath mmmediately to that pur- |
pose. Here, swear vpon this, e added, draw-
iag forth a crucifix which he wore round his
neck. © Youlook surprised, Miss Douglas, that
I, the outcast and reprobace, should bave any-
thing to do with sacred emblems; but, you see,
iy good mother threw it round my ,neck when
she sent me off as midshipman, afier she became
a fine lady ; and terribly hardened, as you doubt-
less think I am, I could never make up my mind
to part with this.’

Flora’s Jips paled, and be felt her form trem-
ble witam lns arms as hne thus spoke. Agam
she made an effort to extricate Lerself, but sie
was as aa infant in the arms of her captor; but
the words, ¢ T will not swear, release me, or [
shriek for hefp,’ fell from her lips.

¢ I will not release you,” he added with an
oath. ¢ If you shriek, there is no ose at band
to hear you; and if they did, it would be no
gratitude to your benefactress Lo let it be knowa
that 1 am bere. This moment then swear,’ he
exclaimed, °upon this cross, that no word shall
ever fall from your lips to implicate me in any
way, or indeed by which 1t may ever be knowu
that you are aware such a -person as myself is in
existence.’

As he spoke, he rudely grasped ber by the
arm, and passiog the other arm around ber waist,
forced her on ber koees; and now overcome by
fear, her pale hps pressed the emblem of saiva-
tion, and the words of her strange oath were
tremblingly uttered.

¢ Now, young lady, you may go in peace,
said the man. °¢1 must, however, reiieve you of
the purse you offered me, for my wauls are many
and pressing. If you wish to know my real
name, it is Frederick Seymour, though I am
kvowa amongst my mates as Frank Hilten.—
Farewell ! and remember your oath.

With quick though often-faliering steps, Flora
wended her way to the Klms, and on entering
the house, fearful lest bher excessive agitation
should betray her, she drew her veil over her
face and hastened to her own room.

Numerous indeed were her fears and great
her surprise, that Lady Harcourt was thus allied
to one whom she was well awure had led a very
depraved lile, yet she was convinced that no un-
truth had been uttered ; the likeness hetween
ber ladyship and this wretched being was too
strong 10 allow her to doubt the truth of his as-
sertion for a moment.

Pleading a violent headache, which was -
deed no uatruth, for tbe fright occasioned by
her meeting with this wan bad made her feel
very itl. Flora prepared immediately lor rest.—
To sleep, however, was impossible ; a presenti-
ment of approaching evil forced itsell wpon her

-mind, copnected with and growing out of this

unhappy meeting. She arose in the moraing,
really ill and uarefreshed by the restless slumber
of the previous night ; very [ear, too, kept her
a prisoner to the house,~-nay, ste even dared
not advance to the window lest she should again
see her tormeator. TR

A week, however, elapsed, and she again re-
sumed her walks, though she tvok especial care
not to prolong.them beyound a very early hour in
the evening, and graduslly her miad became
more composed. -1t wanted but two days of the
return of. the family, ao event for which.Flora
was most .guxious, and every preparation. had
been made to receive tbem. . As. usual, the,

bousehold" bad retired to rest at an - early bour,.

~
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be soon released from the charge which had
partly been imposed upon herself, although a
trusty housekeeper was left at the Llns, Flora,
on Lhis the last night but one prerious to thewr
return, sought her couch. '

She had fallen into a heavy sleep, out of which
she awakened with a consciousness that some
noise had disturbed her. The sirong rays of
the May moon lighted up every object in the
room, which opened into that oceumed by Lady
Harcourt when shie was al the Llms. She list-
ened atlentively, for a terrible fear seized her,
and she could alnost hear the beating of her
beart, so wviolent were its pulsations. As she
raised herself in the bed and gazed around the
room, a rusthog sound, a shght noise, s of glass
genlly broken, met her ecars. A dark shadow
passed across the casement, and i one moment
it was pushed open, and a man sprang into the
room, A cry was already on her lips, though
fear for a moment had paralysed her; but, dart-
tng to the bedside, a hand was placed upon her
mouth, whilst 1mmediately another enteved the
room, in whom she recognized the sailor.

Advaacing to the bed, he made a sigu to the
man to remove, and then, taking his place, he
winspered,—

¢ If you value your lile, be perfectly quiet; T
know that the next room belongs to Liady IHar-
court ; rise instantly and conduct e to that of
Sir Godirey Iarcourt. Not a word, now,’ he
added, observing that Flora was about to speak.
¢ I give you but two minutes, for tune must not
be lost.

¢ What do you require of me ?’ she exclaimed,
in horried accents. ¢ I will not betray my bene-
factors, and be made your tool m such evil do-
16gs as those you ave engaged in. You have

torced an entrance inlo the house; search it
then by yourseives, I cauunot foliow you/

¢ Remember your oath, and accompazny me at
once,” replied Seymour. ¢I have means by
which I and my man will enlorce compliance, if
you compel me to use them. Think you that 1
am going about in poverty and wretchedness,
whilst my mother and her son live m aflluence
and luxary

Iven as ke spoke, the bright rays of the moon
flashed full upan a pistol which be carried 1 bis
hand ; and, aware that resistance was useless,
Flora now rose, and throwing a mantle over her
shoulders,led the way to Lady Harcourt’s room.
A thrill of horror seized her as she observed him
pause at a smull cabinet 10 which several valu-

able articles were placed ; she felt asif she was |,

about to be seized with a famting fit, and [eebly
whispered whilst she clung even to him for sup-
port,—

¢ For heaven’s sake, do not detain me 2 mo-
ment ; let me lead you to the chamber you re-
quire, and thea do what you wish; I promise
you 1 will not shriek or thwart you)’

Oune glance at the almost livid countenance of
Tlora told the miscreant, in whose hands she
was now passire, that he must nol delay; and
passing his arm around her waist, he supported
ber thiough three apartments, and then crossed
a gallery which led to thatof Sir Godfrey Ilar-
court. ~ Closely followed by s companion,
whose countenance 1was more revolling in ils ex-
pression than his own, the mfamous Seymour
gave Flora into &is care, and then procecded
stealthily and rapidly to purloin many valuable
jewels, as also a large sum of money which he
found in a drawer, the lock of which was quickly
forced. Ina few momeots the work of piliage
was over, aod then lifting the alinost inanunate
gl in his arms, she heard him whisper to his
companion,~

¢ We must be quick back, for were a woman’s
fit to seize her, 1t would alarm the house ; and,
norecver, we might not find our way back very
quickly te the room we stil require to search/

¢ Silence ber, Fraok, answered the ruffian,
with a tremeodous oath ; ¢ do not rur any chance
of losiag hfe or booty for a puny girl.’

Flora shuddered 1a the arms of Seymour as
bis brutal companton spoke : the former felt her
tremble as he held her, and whisgered,—

¢ Be sitent, my pretty gitl and I will not harm
you, or-any living thing. All I want is the
means of making money ; and I can easiy set
my conscience at rest, as you see L do not call
what I take from my nearest relations theft;
having plently themselves they should not drive
me to such actions.? :
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sounds, as she relapsed into a state of nsensi-
bility, was mingled the loud peal cf the alarmbell
the report of a pistol, and the tramphag of many
feet. Wlhen she recovered, she found berself
supportell by the housekeeper, who had busily
employed herself in admimistering such restora-
tives as she bad at hand to restore her to con-
sciousness. Near her, too, stood the butler and
three serving-men, who were anxiously awating
any such commumication as she might have to
make which might serve to throw a light on'a
robbery which was considerable in its extent.~—
That the robbers Lad entered by Flora’s window
was certain ; that she had heard thew, aud been
alarmed, was equally so, or why had they found
her n a fainting [it? and, moreover, she had evi-
deatly left her bed, or why had she a mantle on,
and was not within the bed, bul merely lying
oulside the quilt?

These were questions dillicult to solve ; and
consciousness had scarcely returned fully, ere
they all with one accord begged to kaow all
that she could tell themn of the wishaps of the
night.

¢ can tell you nothing,’ she faintly whispered,
¢save that I was awalened by two men, wha
had forced an entrance through iy chamber-
window, aad who threatened me swith instant
death unless 1 immediately shoewed them Sir
Godfrey’s room. Having forced me to do this
they carried mé back,and I must have fallen
into a fainting-fit as they replaced me on my
bed.

¢ Nice tidings fer Sir Godfrey,” muttered one
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of the men, © that the night belvre his return’

everything most valuable had been taken out of
his room, and my lady’s jewel-case gone also.—
We must send a messenger off by day-break,
and the police tnust be set on the track di-
rectly.)

¢ Well, simpered a ynaid-servant, ‘T am very
glad the robbers did not enter 2y room tnstead
of Muss Douglus's; I should not have hked to
tell master that it was I who showed them bis
very room, without which perhaps Sir Godlirep’s
valuables would not have beean stolen,’

¢ Nor would you have liked the dreadful fright
the unfortunate choice of Miss Flora’s room has
caused ber, Martha, rephied the housekeeper j—
“it s a piiy your lile has not beea threatened -~
stead ; bul give me a band, Gules, ¢ ske continued,
turning to one of the men, ‘and bear the poor
young fady into my room, for she is going off
azam into a dead famt.)’

T'he worthy DMrs. ITenton’s commands were
immediately obeyed ; and then, taking especial
care that the unpertineat Martha should be sin-
gled out fram (be others, she ordered her to light
a fire immediately, and bring ber hot water and
Qaunel as soon as possible.

Her motherly care, however, was some time
before it was rewarded with suceess ; for Flora
relapsed from one fit into another, unil towards
morning, When perfect counsciousness relurned,
but with it a high fever ; and the same messen
ger who was sent lo London to tell the disas-
trous aews of the mght to Sir Godfrey was com-
missioned to send a medicad man without any de~
lay to the Elms.

Early m the day two deteclive officers were
sent down to exawmine the house and apartments
which had been entered ; the little wiich Flora
aad 1t wm her power to tell was taken down in
writing, the county was scoured in every direc-
tion, and a large reward was offered by Sir
Godfrey for any information which might lead to .
the discovery of the robbers. _

In much consternation the litlle party, consist
ing of Lady Harcourt and Ler son, Inez and
Eustace Vere, arrived at the Elms; ber lady
ship and Sir Godfrey most anxious to ascertam
the real extent of their loss. T'he constant ap-"

said to know anything of the matter, aggravated
her malady, and ber medical atteadant at length
observed that he would not answer for her life
unless sle was left quiet, unquestioned, and noth-
ing said which’ should” tend to briag before her,
wiulst sull ill, the terrible events of the previous
sight. - Lo '

gAs to the servants, they could say nothing but
that they found a house-dog, which wags the ter-
ror of the neighborhood, stiff and dead in his
kennel ; aud that all was perfeclly, quiet 1n the
house until about two in the worning, when they
were alarmed by tbe loud-and continued barkg

As Seymour thus spoke, he again entered
Lady Harcourt’s room, passing through which,
he was about o place Flora on her bed, when
the shrll loud bark of a dog rung through the
house. Muttering a deep oath, be commissioned
his ruffiacly associate to watch by Flora; for-
bidding him, bowever, to touch her, whatever
shruld bappen; and Dreathing in ber ear the
words ¢ Rewember your oath,’ ke darted again
wto Lady Harcourt’s chamber, to complete- the
work of spoliation. : ' .

But the barking became more lpcéséaut; and

- Filora could hea

of a small dog which was kept in the house.—
Oue of the men had then sounded tlie alarm-bell,
whilst another, accompanied by the butler ia his

he observed in the act of retreatiog’ through the
door of Lady Flarcourt’s apartmeat; - the pistok
‘bad however, faded to take aim, and tlie two had
joived  in a .pursuit which had proyed, utterly
fruitless, and 1t was evident.to all that - the r
‘bers understood . well the. spos from which, they
bad to make their escape, by the, dexterity with

r the snap of .a lock, the clink of

. '

which . they.bad ‘managed. . to elude their, py
erfe. . Glet s av o § toa whs
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phcations made to lora, who alone could be

search, had fired a loaded pistol at ‘a man whom



