
S1~U W1?NE~ ÂI~D CATHOLTO ORRONICLE

element of na.' nulitiy. (Cheers. We
have not apprbended any difficulty
there.

cONTBoL OF T=E JUIcIAREY.
Other clatsef provide for the security

of the emoluments of existing judges
and officers generlly. Then there is a
clause intend'd to correspond with the
Colonial validity law, the effect of which
is that if the Irish legislature ehould
pars any act in any way contrary to acte
f the Imperial Parlianient, such law

shall be good. except in o faros it ie
contrary to the Imperial enactmnent.
Two Exchequer judges shall be ap-
pointed under the authority of the
Crown, mainly for financial business.
Beuides the Exchequer judges, it is pro-
vided that for six years al judges shall
be appointed as now. We do not reserve
for the Imperial Parliament the power
to fix emolunients. These will be fixed
in rels -d and the effect will be to es-
tablish a joint control of' these appoint-
ments. The month of September is pro-
bably the most convemient nonth for
the assembly to meet. Therefore a clause
provides that itl shall meet on the firet
yuesday l Septemîber. (Prolonged Irish
cheers.) Certain clauses secure the. ini-
tiative in regard to noney bills to the
asembly.

We are now coming to the important
question of constabulary. We propose a
gradual reduction and the ultimuate dis-
solution or disappearance of that force
with the discharge of every obligation
towards them in such a way as will not
advensely affect the juterests of that
honorable force. During the period of
transition they are to be under the con-
trol of the Viceroy. IL is conitemplated
that they wil be replacerd by a force
owîmg exstence to the Irish futhorities
in local areas.

IMPERIAL REPRESENTATION.
On the important subject of the reten-

tion of the Irish members in the Im-
perial Parliaient, i do not regard, and
never have regarded it as touching
what are sometimes called the fine prin-
ciples of the bill. IL is not included in
any one of them, but whether it be a
principle or whetber it be not there is
no question that it is a very weighty
and organic detail, which cuts ratther
deep in some respocts into the composi-
tion of the bill. There are strong argu-
ments which may be alleged in defenrce
of the retention of the Irisb nembers in
Parliament, but there il one argument I
must put aside as a most dangerous
argument and in itself quite untenable.
The argument of those who say unless
you retain the Irish members there is no

arlianentary supremacy over Ireland.
I entirely decline to admit that argu-
ment. I say that if you do admit it at a
stroke you shatter parlianmentary supre-
macy in this country. Although I do
not at al admit that parlianmentary su-
premacy depends upon the retention of
Irish members, I yet quite admit, that
the retention of lrisn members has
great practical importance, because it
visibly exhibits tbat snprenacy in a
manner intelligible to the people. Be-
sides, iL gives Ireland a voice, aud a full
voies, in all Imperial matters. (flear,
hear.)

FOR FINANCIAL REASONs.
It has this advanîtage-we cannot in

our financial arrafngenents get rid of al!
financial connection between the two
countries unilees you are prepared to
face a very inexpedient and inoonvenient
systen of different sets of treaties and
trade laws. Thatt being so, it must be
that British budgets will more or less
influence lrish pecuniary balances. Itis
therefore desixable for the purpose of
mitigating any inconvenience which
might thence arise that Ireland should
have sonething to say about these
British budgets. I kno v no argument of
an abstract, theoretical or constitutional
character against the retention of Irish
members at Westminster, but to revert
to an old expression which bas become
rather familiar, 1 do not thinîk it is in
the wit of man tb devise a plau for their
retention which would not be open LW
sore serious practical , difficulties.
(Cheers.) Retention involves two points

-r, as Lo numbersasd secandy ars to
voturug power. Now as ta the frdt ques-
tion-that of numbers. lis Ireland to be
fuly repreented in the House ? (" Ilear,
hear.") Well, probably the feeling wilj
be in favor of the affirmative.

As TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS.
SThen arises another difficulty-wbat is

full representatiòn forIreland - In 1884
the. ouse treated Ireland in a wise and i
libnralspirit by assigning 108 niembersl

A QUESTION WITH TWO SIDEs. bill, for through the relention of Irish
We do not see the possibility of exclud- representatives here Irish niembers will

-g Wem fonoe the possibit cud- vote the Imperial expenditures. Conse-
ing them from on'of the highest and quently it would seem strange, undrrost important functions of the House, these circunstances, to revert to tienanmely, that ofdetermining the compos- nethod of a lump sum. Anotherition of the executive power. A vote of method is what nay simply be described
confidence is a simple. declaration, but asthe method of a quota, that is to say
muay be.otherwise. I do not see how it ,bat freland shall pay 6 per cent., or 5is possible to exclude Irish members per cent., or 4 per cent, or what youfrom voting on that great subject. Next, please, of t re Imperial expenditre,
unless Irish members vote on all ques- whichslihall be taken out of the common
tions you break the parhamentary tradi- fuind. She will be debited to that extent
tion. The presence of 80 memnbers with and will have to pay it over fron heronfly limited powers of voting is a serious account to ours. If you fix the quotabreachof that tradition, which, whether and the quota i aolute y elstic.
you resolve to face it or not, ought to be should the qmterial expenditures swe;
made the subject of most careful con- tie principle of the quota would still
sideration. Now I come to the reasons Secure the relative share to be contri-
aga!ust the universal votinig power. It buted by Irelanl. Bat there is a third
Ï8 difficult to say : Everythimg on this method, which one we adopt-that of
side, Irish; everything on this side, Im- deducting froi the Iriah revenuesthe
perali. That I think you cannot do. If amoutint due glatnd. Therevisuone ofyotuask me for a proportion, 1 say mnc- these revenues to which the greatest
tenthe, nineteen-twentieths, perhaps di fficulty adheres. When explaining the
niuety-mine-one-hundredths, of the busi- subject in 1886 I pointed out that there
ness of the Parlianent can without' wae a large revenue locally received in
ditRiculty be classed as Irish or Imperial. Ireland, but really belonging to Great
It would, however, boagreat anonaly if rittin. The principal of that reveniue
these eighty Irish miembers sbould come was within the excise department. Wi.h
here contiuually to intervene in ques- the advantage of the consideration which
tions purely and absoluîtely British. If the inianid revenue department bas lhad
some large question or controversy in since the former plan was produced, we.
British affaire should then come up, get rid of the difficulty altogetiher as far
causing'a eep and vital reverinrg of the is the inlaud revenue is coucerned.
two great parties lu this Ilouse, and the
members ofthose parities knew that they THE SOLUTION OF TUE DIFFICULTY.
could bring over eighty miembers froi n We provide that renenue levied in Ire-
Ireland to support their views, 1 am land shall be revenue realy belonging
afraid a case like that would open a to Ireland, that is revenue from goods
possible door to wholesale, dangerous consuned in' Ireland. It is not so with
political intrigue. (Hear, hear.) the customs. With the customs there

is a large debt from Ireland to this coun-
AND so THERE AK1.E LirrATÂTIoNs. try. It Linot so large as ie mvolved in

My colleagues found themselves not the case of excise, but still iL comues up
well able to face a continigency of that to several hundred thousand. If we
kind. They inserted in the bill limita- .adopted the method of a quota we shouIld
tions on the voting power of the Irish expose Irish finance to large and imcon
members to exclude them :-First, from venient shocks from changes introduced
voting on . bill or motion expressly con- inEnglish budgets. Imperial reasons,
fined to Great Britain; second, from alSO, would perhaps make it necessary to
voting on a tax not levied upon Ireland ; do what we aie, I think, very unwihling
third- froni votingon.a vote or appropria- ta do, nanely, to give Itmperial oflicers
tion' 9f money otherwise than for the a meddling a-nd intervening power in

to that country. Thatrnumber wsuthen
beyond what, according to the calcula-1
tions of population in this country, Ire-1
land vas entitled to, and it is clainied
that unbappily theldisparity bas since1
been aggravated by a double procesa.
The population of Great Britian lias in-i
creased, while that of Ireland hs dimin-1
ished and has reached a point that,i
whereas formerly entitled to 103 mem-1
bers, it would according to this sanie
ratio now bave etghty. There ought to
be a general determination, to interpret
full representation as meaning represen-
tation according to existing population.o
Speaking of full repreentation, then, I
imply that the reprfesentation in tLhe
House from Ireland would be composed
of eighty Irish gentlemen. Of course, it
follows that there would have to be an
election. These eighty members frorn
Ireland in the House would probably be
indisposed te recognise a commission
given to 1(13 members, so when itl hai
been determined that eighty was the
proper number we endeavored to arrange
the schedule of the bill in such a man-
ner that this Imperial representation
woul i.practicalty not clasi with repre-
sentation i the Legislature in Dublin.

THEIR VOT3G POwVER.
Mr. Gladstone continued : Now cornes

the greater difficulty. What voting
power are these 80 members to have?
freland is teobe represented here fully-
that is my first postulate. My second
postulate is that Ireland is to be invest-
ed with separate powers subject, noe
doubt, to Imperial authority, yet still
as we must from experieuce practically
separate a certain independent power as
bas been done in other legislatures of
the Empire, Ireland is to be endowed
with separate powers over Irish affairs.
Then the question before us is, is she or
is she not to vote so strongly upon mat-
ters purely British ? I propose this
questionia the true parliamentary f.rm
-aye or nay ? There are reasons both
ivays. We cannot cut them off in a
manner perfectly clean and clear froi
these questions. We cannot find an ab-
solutely accurate line of cleavage be-
tween questions that are Imperial ques-
tions and those that are Irish questions.
(Cheers.) Unleas the Irish members
are allowed to vote on all British ques-
tions they must have too little or too
mu ch, because there are questions
which defy our efforts to arrange them
with accuracy and precision on the
proper side of the line as either English
or lrish.
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Imperial service; fourtb1 fera voting onv
anv motion or resolution exclusively1
affecting Great Britain.

The whole subjeet is full of thorns and1
brambles, bat, our object is the autonomy(
and self-government of freland inalli
mat ters properly Irish. The Irish peo-1
ple certanirly did not raise the difficulti
to which I have just alluded-the reten-i
tion of Irish members in the House.i
This is a secondary matter in their eyes,1
and ought not to interfere with the prin-i
cipal aim. In the face of the feeling1
that a shade of uncertainty etill hangs
over the question of the retention of the(
frish members, we have.affixed to the
paragraph concerning this question thei
words: "Excepting and until Parlia-1
ment shall determine the coming finan-·
cial legielation."1

THE FINANCIAL KEYNOTE. 1
I wihli to supply the keynoteo Lthe

financial part of the legislation. That
keynote is to be found in the provision
included in our plans from the first and
wisely and generously acceded to by Ire-
land through lier representatives, that
there i8 to be but one systemi of legisla-
Lion for all the kingdoms. As far as ex-
ternal things are coucerned that will be
found to entail very important conse-
quences. IL has guided us to the conclu-J
sion at which we have arrived of unity(
of the commercial legisiation for the
three kingdoms. This ieludes customs
and excise duties, post oflices and tele-
graphs. By adopting this keynote we
can attain to the most valuable resuhis
and will be likely to avoid the clashing
friction of agents of the Imperial and
agents of the Irish government. We
can make under cover of this nroposal a
larger and more liberal transf'er to Ire
land in 'the management of ber own
affairs than we couhl make if we pro-
ceeded on any other principle. We hope
to escape in this way all collection in
the interior of Ireland of any revenue
whatever by Imperial authority. The1
principle to which we are bound to give
effect m Ireland is Ireland bas to bear a
fair share of the Imperial expenditure.
(Hear, iear.) The word "ImperialI" is
defined in the sehedule which gives the
list of Imperial burdens.
110W IRELAND's sHARE WILL BE ACER-

TÂINED.
There are three modles In which this

fair share may be apportioned. The first
mrethod la the lump suni payment adopt-
ed in 1886. This nethod, we thouglit,
should disappear naturally from the new

relation to Irish affaire. (IIear. hear.)
The third plan in torappropiriale a parti-
eular fund. Say tis hind@hall be taken
by us and alit stand in acquittal of all
obligations of Irelanrd for linperial ser-
vices. This fund will sweep awa' al
the difficulties of calclation and inter-
vention which niglht belong to the quota
niethod. Thei wew have thle lund practi-
aliy inOur hiand, in the management of
Lihe custom revenue of Ireland, which
must be British. Cnecquentlywe shahl
be receivers if a fond whicla will never
go near the Irish exche quer. If it be
deeined a (air and convenient arnnge-
ment there can be no question of band.
ig it backwards and forwards. We
shouuld keep it and give Ireland a receipt
in full instead cf conming upon ber for
heavy payments from year to year.
FixED CONTRiIUTIO!Ns wITH IRIsI CONTROL.

Then next ithe custois find would be
very nearly the right amuroiut. I do not
know what tie House iiight consider
the riglht amount. Judgmenits might
fluctiete. Sonie mig it say four per
cent., somnie i ve per cent., soine a little
more than five per cent. But the anmoumnt
is £2,430,000 yearly gros. The £60,000
allowed for collection leaves £2,370,000
net. With the Itmperial expeniditure at
£56,000,000, this £2,3T0,000l e a suni that.
drops between a charge of four per cent.
and a charge of five per cent. The Irish
members will observe thrat by that means
everything of:a practical nature we will
hand over to them. ThGough the rates
of excise and t.he post and telegraph
rates will he in a fixed amnount the au-
thority and the whole control over them
wil be absolutely in the hands of Irish
officers. The fund plan falls short o the
exactitude of the quota plan. The latter
methiod meets every exigency of pence
and war, but this plan is not quite oa ex-
act. Questions maly arise such as, are
we assured we shall obtaiu from Ireland
a fair share of assistance in a great Im-
perial energency ? 1. imyself, am bound
to say tiat I think there is very little to
fear fron trusting tie patriotisn and
liberality of the Irish legislature. (Op-
position cries of " Oh! oh !" and cheers
from the Governmenit benches).

A LITrLE STICK OF TAFFY.

Stinginess was never a vice of the Irish
people,and if we look forward very nuch
I an afraid lier sufferings will he due to
generous extravagance rather than to
lier mreaninese. When we cone to a state
of war we have to look to three sources,
ciistosfi, excise and incorne tax. Vith
regard to custonm we propose to leave
them to oiur bands so tiat there can lie
do difiiclty in adaptingý contribiutions sgi
far as ciustns are concerned. With re-
gard to excise we have in view a propo-
sition to retain considerable control in
our hands, which considerable power
wilit enahle Great Britain to maike sure
of having raid front IreJand if she thlinks
such provision necessary. The Irieb

.alance sheets stand thus :-On th credit
sile wou!d apipear excise £3,220,000
.viile taxation, which goes~over stamps,
income tax, excise license, which are
£1 495,000; postal revenue, £740,000 ;
Cr.own Land, £65,0O0; iiscelIlaneous.
£140,000--making a total oif £5,660,000.
On the other Bide Jrelantd takes over tie
whole of the civil charges with ithe ex-
ception of the constatbulary charges of
£3,110,000, inland reveuetis £100,000, and
postal service, £790,000. We propose
that Irelanid shaR take part of the con-
sr abulary charges, arou ting Lo £1,000,-
000. This would bring the Irish charges
to £5,160,000. We propose that she &hall
receive against that the items I have put
to her credit, amouning to £5,660,000.
Thus she will have a clear surplus of
£500,000 with which to start on her mnis-
sion.

A PLeA FO CAL. CoNSIDERIATIoN.
I will Inoreletse the flouse froa the

painful consideration0 a details which It
has pursued with unexampied patience.
I have tried to convey the fun< anentail
conception and spirit of the schene. 1
subnit that the plan may be imrperfect,
but I hope it will receive impartial corn-
sirleration. Altihobugh t hru nay be
friendly andunfriendly oriticisms Ihope
1 shall not give oifence when I express
ny deep conviction that a plan closely

resembling this, if not t he present, pro-
posai of an identical legislative chanber
for Irelan d, nay shorty become a law.

conrtuued on £ruefiln page.,

Not to be made light of-The fog.
If. a storm were really brewing, what

sort of storm would it most likely. bei
An- aie storm, wouldn't iL ?-Judy.


