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‘elements of nationality, *(Cheers.} We
have not apprehended. any difficulty
: tbel‘& TR .

. CONTROL OF THE JUDICIARY.

Other clauses provide for the security
of the emoluments of existing judges
and officers generally. Then there is a
clause_intended to correspond with the
Colonial validity law, the effect of which
is that if the Irish legislatnre should
pags any act In any way contrary Lo acts
of the Imperial Parliament, such law
ehall be good. except in so farssit is
contrary to the Imperial enactment.
Two Exchequer judges shall be ap-
pointed under the authority of the
Crown, mainly for financial business.
Besides the Exchequer judges, it is pro-
vided that for six years all judges shall
be appointed as now. We do not reserve
for the Imperial Parliament the power
to fix emoluments. These will be fixed
in Irelend and the effect will beto es-
tablish a joint control of these appoint-
ments. The month of September is pro-
bably the most convenient month for
the assembly to meet. Therefore a clavze
prondea that it shall meet on the first
Tuesday in September. (Prolonged Irich
cheers.) Certain c'anses secure the ini-
tiative in regard to money bills to the
assembly.

We are now coming to the important
question of conatabulary. We proposea
gradual reduction and the ultimate dis-
solution or disappearance of that force
with the discharge of every obligntion
towards them in such a way as will not
adversely affect the interests of that
honorable force. During the period of
transition they are to be under the con-
trol of the Viceroy. It is contemplated
that they will be replaced by a force
owing existence to the Irish duthaorities
in local arens,

IMPERIAL REPRESENTATION.

On the important subject of the reten-
tion of the Irish members in the Im-
perial Parliament, I do not regard, and
never have regarded it as touching
what are sometimes called the fine prin-
ciples of the bill. It is not included in
any one of them, but whether it he a
principle or whether it be not there is
no queation that it is a very weighty
and organic detail, which cuts rather
deep in some respocts into the compusi-
tion of the bill. There are strong argu-
ments which may be aileged in defence
of the retention of the Irish members in
Parliament, but there is one argument 1
must put aside as & most dangerous
argnment and in itself quite untenable.
The argument of those who say unless
gou retain the Irish members there is no

arliamentary supremacy over Ireland.
I entirely decline to admit that argu-
ment. Ieay that if you doadmitivara
stroke you shatter parliumentary supre-
macy in this country., Although I do
not at all admit that parliamentary su-
i:remacv depends upen the retention of
rish members, I yet quite admit that
the retention of [rish wmembers has
great practical importance, because it
vigibly exhibite that supremacy in a
manner inteliigiblo to the people. Be-
sides, it gives Ireland a voice, sud & full
voice, in all Impersial matters. (Hear,
hear.)

FOR FINANCIAL REASONS.

It has this advantage—we cannot in
our financial arrangenients get rid of al'
financial counectivn between the two
countries unless you are prepared to
face a very inexpedient and inconvenient
system of different sets of treaties and
trade laws. That being so, it must be
that British badgets wifl more or less
influence [rish pecuniary balances, Iiis
therefore desirable for the purpose of
miligating any inconvenience which
might thence arise that Ireland should
- have eomething to say about these
British budgets. I kno v no argament of
-an abstract, theoretical or constitutional
" character ggainst the retention of Irish
members at Westminster, but to revert
to an old expression which has become
ratber familiar, [ do not think it is in
the wit of man tb devise & plan for their

retention which would not be open to-

some Berious practical .difficulties,
(Cheers.) Retention involves two points
—firat, a8 to numbers and secondly asto
voting power. - Now as to the first ques-
tion—that of numbers, Is Ireland to be
fully represented in the House ? (* Hear,

“hear.”), Well, probably the feeling will
be in tavor of the affirmative. :

48 TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS, .’

.. Then ariges another difficulty—what is
“.full repressntation for Ireland 2 -In 1884

© - .the _Housp"_txjeated,lrelpnd in a wise and ; 4 ,
1 spirit by assigning . 108, niembers/ tion of money otherwise than for the'

to that conntry. Thatnumber was then
beyond what, according to the caleuls-
tions of population in this country, Ire-
land was entitled to, and it is claimed
that unhappily the®disparity has since
been aggravated by a double process.
The population of Great Britian hasin-
creased, while that of Ireland has dimin-
ished and has reached & point that,
whereas formerly entitled to 103 mem-
bers, it would according (o this same
ratio now have eighty. There ought to
be a general determination to interpret
full representation as meaning represen-
tation according to existing population.
Speaking of fnll representation, then, I
imply that the representation in the
House from Ireland would be composed
of eighty Irish gentlemen. Of course, it
follows that there would have to be an
election. These eighty members from
Ireland in the House would probably be
indisposed to recognize & commission
given to 103 members, so when it had
been determined that eighty was the
proper number we endeavored to arrange
the schedule of the bill in such a man-
ner that this Imperial representation
would practicaliy not clash with repre-
sentation in the Legislature in Dublin.
THEIR VOT:NG POWER,

Mr. Gladstone continued : Now comes
the greater difficalty. What voting
power are these 80 members to have?
Ireland is to be represented here fully—
that is my first postulate. My second
postulate is that Ireland is to be invest-
ed with separate powers subject, no
doubt, to Imperial authority, yet still
as we must [rom exXperience practically
separate a certain independent power as
has been done in other legislatures of
the Empire, Ireland is to be endowed
with separate powers over Irish affuirs,
Then the question beforeus is, is she or
is she not to vote an strongly upon mat-
ters purely British ? I propose this
question in the true parliamentary ferm
—ayoornay * There are reasons both
ways. Wecannot cut them off in &
manuer perfectly clean and clear from
these questions. We cannot. find an ab-
solutely accurate line of cleavage be-
tween questions that are Imperial ques-
tions and those thatare Irish questions,
(Cheers.) Unless the Irish members
are alluwed to vote on all British ques-
tions they must have too little or too
much, becruse there are qnestions
which defy our efforts to arrange them
with accuracy and precision on the
proper side of the line as either Euglish
or Irish,

A QUESTION WITH TWO SIDES.

We do pot see the possibility of exclud-
ing them from oné of the highest and
most important functions of the House,
namely, that of determining the compos-
ition of the executive power. A vote of
confidence is & simple declaration, but
may be otherwise. I do not ses how it
is possible to exclude Irish members
from voting on that great subject. Next,
unless Irich members vote on all ques-
tions you break the parliamentary tradi-
tion. The presence of 8} members with
only limited powers of voting is a serious
breacl of that tradition, which, whether
you resolve to face 1t or not, ought to be
made the subject of mest careful con-
sideration. Now I come to the reasons
against the universal voiing power. It
is difficult io say: Everything on this
side, Irish ; everything on this side, Im-
perial, That I think you cannot do. If
yowask me for & proportion, { say nine-
tenths, nineteen-twentieths, perhaps
ningty-nine-one-hundredthbs, of the busi-
ness of the Parliament can without
difficulty be classed as Irish or Imperial.
It would, however, be a great anomaly if
thess eighty Irish members should come
here continunally to intervene in ques-
tions purely and absolutely British. If
gome large question or controversy in
British affairs should then come up,
causing’a veep and vital eevering of the
two great parties in this House, and the
members of those parities knewthat they
could bring over eighty members from
Ireland to support their views, J| am
afraid a case like that would open a
possible door to wholesale, dangerous
political intrigue. (Hear, hear.)

_AXD 50 THERE ARE LIMITATIONS.,

My colleagues found themselves not
well able to face a contingency of that
kind. They inserted in the bill limita-
tions on the voting power of the Irish
members to exclude them :—First, from
voling on a bill or motion expressly con-
fined to  Great Britain; second, from
voting on a tax not levied upon Ireland ;
third, from’ voting on a vote or appropria-

Tmperial service ; fourth, from voting on
anv motion or resolution exclusively
affecting Great Britain,

The whole subject is full of thorns and
brambles, but our object is the autonomy
and self-government of Ireland in all
matters properly Irish, The Irich peo-
ple certainly did not raise the diflicuity
to which I have just alluded—the reten-
tion of Irish members in the House.
This is a eecondary matter in their eyes,
and ought not to interfere with the prin-
cipal aim. In tbe face of the feeling
that a shade of uncertainty still hangs
over the question of the retention of the
Irish members, we have affixed to the
paragraph concerning this question the
words: “ Excepting and until Parlia-
ment shall determine the coming finan-
cial legislation.”

THE FINANCIAL KEYNOTE.

I wish to supply the keynote to the
financial part of the legislation. That
keynote is to be found tn the provisiun
included in our plans from the first and
wisely and generously acceded to by Ire-
land through her representatives, that
there is to be but one system of legisla-
tion for all the kingdoms. As far as ex-
ternal things are coucerned that will be
found to entail very important conse-
quences. It hos guided us to the conelu-
sion at which we have arrived of unity
of the commercial legisiation for the
three kingdoms, This mncludes customs
and excise duties, post oftices and tele-
graphs. By adopting this keynote we
can aitain to the most valuable results
and will be likely to avoid the clashing
friction of agents of the Imperial and
agents of the Irish government. We
can make under cover of this proposal &
larger and more liberal transfer to Ire
land in the management of her own
affairs than we could make if we pro-
ceeded on any other principle. We hope
to escape in this way all collection in
the interior of Ireland of any revenue
whatever by Imperial authority. The
principle to which we are bound to give
effect In Ireland is Ireland has to bear a
fair share of the Imperial expenditure.
{Hear, hear.) The word “Imperial® is
defined in the schedule which gives the
list of Imperial burdens.

HOW IRELAND'S SHARE WILL BE ACER-
TAINED.

There are three modes In which thir
fair share may be apportioned. The first
method is the lump sum payment adopt-
ed in 1886, This method, we thought,
should disappear naturally from the new
bill, for through the retention of Irish
representatives here Irish members will
vote the Imyperial expenditures. Conse-
guently it wonld seem strange, under
these circnmstances, to revert to the
method of a lump sum. Another
method is what may simply be described
as the method of a quota, that is to say
that freland shall pay 6 per cent., or 5
ver cent., or 4 per cent, or what you
please, of the Imperial expenditure,
which shall be taken out of the common
fund. She will be debited to that extent
and will have to pay it over from her
account to ours, 1 you fix the quoia
and the queta s absolutely elsstic,
should the [mperial expenditures sweil
the principle of the quola would still
gecure the relative share to be contri-
buted by Ireland, But thereis a third
method, which one we adept—that of
deducting from the Irish revenues the
asmount due Eigland. Thers is vne of
these revenues Lo which the greatest
difficulty adheres. When explaining the
subject 1n 1886 [ pointed out that there
was a large revenue locally received in
Ireland, but really belonging to Great
Brituin. The principal of that revenue
was within the excise department. With
the advantage of the consideration which
the iniand revenue department has had
gince the former plan was produced, we
get rid of the difficulty altogether as far
us the inlaud revenue is concerned.

THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFICULTY.

We provide that renenue levied in Ire-
land shall be revenue reaily belonging
to Ireland, that is revenue from goods
consumed in freland. It is not so with
the customs. With the customs there
is o large debt from Ireland to this coun-
try. Ibisnot so large as is mvolved in
the case of excise, but still it comes up
to several hundred thousand. It we
 adopted the method of a quota weshould
expose Irish finance to large and incon
venient shocks from changes introduced
inEnglish budgets. Imperial reasons,
aso, would perhaps make it necessary to
do what we aze, I think, very unwilling
to do, namely, to giva Imperial oflicers

& meddling- and Intervening power in

relation to Irish affairs, (Hear. hear)
The third plan is toapprapriate a parti-
cular fund. Say this{undehall be taken
bﬁ us and shall stand in acquittal of all
obligations of Ireland for ?mpeﬂll ser-
vices. This fund will sweep away all
the difficulties of calculation and inter-
vention which miight belong to the quota
method. Then wo have the fund practi-
ally inour hands, in the management of
the custome revenue of Ireland, which
must be British. Cmecquently we shall
be receivers of & fund whichh will never
go near the Irish exchequer. If it be
deemed & fair and convenienl arrnge-
men! there can be no question of hand.
ing it backwards and forwards, We
should keep it and give Ireland a receipt
in full instend cf coming upon her for
heavy paymenta from year to year.

FIXED CONTRIBUTIONS WITH IRISH CONTROL.,

Then next the customs fund would be
very nearly the right amount. I do not
know what the House might consider
the right amount. Juwdgments might
(uctuate. Some might say four per
cent., some tive per cent., sume a little
more than five per cent. But the anount
is £2,430,000 yearly gross. The £60,000
allowed for collection leaves £2,370 000
net. With the Imperial expenditure at
£56,000,000, this £2370,00 13 2 sum that
drops between a charge ol four per cent.
and a charge of five per cent, The Irish
members will observe that by thal means
everything of a practical nature we will
hand over to them. Though the rates
of excise and the post and telegraph
ratea will be in a fixed amount the au-
tharity and the whole contrul over them
will be absolutely in the hands of Irish
officers. The fund plan fallsshort of the
exactitude of the quota plan, The latter
method meets every exigency of peace
and war, but this plan is not quite so ex-
act. Questions may arise such as, are
we assured we shall obtaiu from Ireland
a fair share of assistance in & great Im-
perial emergency ? I, myself, am hbound
tyeay that I think there is very little to
fear from trusting the patriotism and
liberality of the Irish legislature. (Op-
position cries of “*Oh! oh ! and cheers
from the Governmeut benches).

A LITTLE STICK OF TAFFY.

Stinginess was never a vice of the Irish
people, and if we look furward very much
I am afraid her sufferings will be due to
generous extravagance rather than to
her meanness. When we conie to a state
of war we have to Jook to three sources,
customs, excise and income tax. With
regard Lo customs we propose to leave
them to our hands 8o that there can be
do diflieulty in rdapting contribntions so
far as customs dare concerned, With re-
gard to excis: we have in view a propo-
sition to retain considerable countrol in
our hande, which considerable power
will enable Great Britain to make sure
of having aid from Ireland if she thinks
such provision necessary. The Irieh
palance sheetg stand thus :—0On the eredit
gile wou!ld appear excize £3,220.000
while taxation, which gres”over stamps,
income tax, excise license, which are
£1495,000; pustal revenue, £740,000 ;
Crown Lands, £65,000; miscellaneous,
£140,000—making a total of £5666,00(,
On the other side Ireland takes over the
whole of the civil charges with the ex:
ception of the corstabulary charges of
£3,110,000, inland revenncs £160,000, and
postal servica, £790,000. We propuse
that Ireland shall take part of the con-
gtabulary charges, amou- ting to £1,000,-
000. 'Thie would bring the Irish charges
to £5,160,000. We propose that she shall
receive against that the items I have put
to her credit, amounting to £5,660,000.
Thus she will have a clear surplus of
£500,000 with which to start on her mis-
sion,

A PLEA FOR CALM CONSIDERATION.

1 wiil now relense the House from the
painful consideration of details which it
has pursued with unexampled patience.
I bave tried to convey the fundamental
conception and spint of the scheme. 1
submit that the plan may be imperfect,
but I hope it will receive impartial con-
sideration.  Althdugh thers may be
friendly and unfriendly criticisms Ihope
[ shall'not give offence when I express
my deep conviction that a plan closely
resembling this, if not the present pro-
posal of an identical legislative chamber

for Ireland, may shortly become a law.
Continued on lwelfth page. .

Not to be made light of—The fog.
If a storm were really brewing, what

An ale storm, wouldn’t it ?—Judy.

gort. of storm would it most likely be? -
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