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to forget his 3 and ralse
n&a father whom he d be ever
fi rotect] But tho fact s hero that this
damuling * drop o' drlak” destroys the natural foel-
up the pllmotthennqﬂutthemhu,
ers dosolate and cheerless the domestic
circle, and produoces miserios not only without o:‘:!’.
but even_without name, See this misemblo ol
beldame, bending under tho heavy burden o l:;n y
winters, and requiring the assistance of the dceu
on duty to support ber as she hobbles into the dock.
What isher offence? Has she ever stood In that
hium{liating position beforo? These questions come
spoutancouly from the court, and aro promptly
answered by a professiopal gentleman who volun-
teers a friendly service for tho shivering old scp-
tuagenarian as she bends under the double bunden of
her humiliation and her years. Her offence 1s the
t'wee drop o' drink,” and it must be Idll!i“od that
sho has more than once stood in the dock to answer
a similar charge. Butghe is & goed old creature.
She was making purchascs. She was faﬁgued.l _She
felt a necessity for refreshment. She took a  little
drop of drink,” and, not being as young or as strong
aa sho once it 1ald her by the hecls, and the
police were kin enough 10 look after her Dt_-:rs?nll
safcty. « What havre you to say for yoursel{ ? 'OE
nothing, your wonship, but 1gotawee drapo drink.
The story is true ; it is slmple; it Ia grievous; it
peods no embellishiment, no adornment. Sheis the
slare of tho “ weo drop o'drink.” Her puckered and
weazened face bas grown yellow and slxm_'clhd un-
der ita influence ; her palsied and trcmbhng' hand
once firm and steady as a rock, sh.akes and vibrates
like the aspen in obedivnce to its control. Alas!
that the ¥ wee drop o drink” should have such uni-
versal power over both the young and the old!
There s tho wreck of a onca powerful man, the
withered and blasted trunk of a noble and
stately tree. The elasticity of youth is pgone,
the ercct bearing has given place to the bent
and drooping figure, the freshness uqd green-
ness of youth to the sere and sallow tints of an
ever-approaching age. He lx:u. sumch the plea-
sures of his youthihood, the delights of his mml:ood,
the beravement of frivnds, but his love for the * wee
drop o' drink ” be has not survived, nor has h'e es-
caped Lia share of that universal misery ~which ix
the inevitable inheritance of its slaves, Fla nosc is
crossed with court plaister, like bars sinister on a
Leraldic shivld, and an incrustation of th:ckcm-.d
and congealed blood lies in lmitless atrata upon his
disfigured lincaments.  Squalor, hunger, wn.nt—thc
apotheosis of accumulated mlscr)'-.—ﬁnd their com-
plement in his broken form; and, in reply to an io-
terrogation as t the cause of all this horror, mtlh a
ghake of his whitened head, he says frankly—" It
was o drep o' drink.” Thus is it day after day—
the game §cenes, the same results, the snme apolo-
gies, Stillit would not be fair to saddle the “drop
o drink ™ with all the misery and crime popularly
1aid to its charge. Itis after all, a perfectly harm-
Iess liquid, if left alone, and cou bs no 1more held
rosponsible for the misconduct saddled upon it than
can the River Thames, for instance, bo held nccgunt-
able for the msh deeds of those numb:rless misera-
bles, who, ¥ weary of breath,” seck cessation of their
trou’blcs inits turbid tide. It is the human de-
basement, the vile satiety of a depmved nppetito,
the lack of stern_and manly resoluticn, that find
their growth in those shattered }3nbllucs of the dock,
and not the intoxicating properties of “the dropo
drink,” that do the mischiof, and p'rovlde work for
tho m'ngistmtes and the police. We never nccuse
the rope, the razor, or the poison that takes awny
the lifo of the suicide with criminal contribution to
tho fatal result. They arv mere inanimate instru-
ments, blamed by no oue, but in the moral smcnle‘
which'the drunkard reduccs to system the # drop o
drink " shares very widely in the Llame. Let those
who censure abstain from over-indulgence, or ab-
staiu altogether, and they will find that no more
harmless thing cxists than this samo “ (.lrcp' o
drink.” 'Topers 1Ay continue to burden it with
thelr own misdeeds; they wmmy try to make the
world believe them angols, but for ite lllurex'ne}lts
and temptations ; they may seek excuse or pallintiou
for their crimes by attributing them cntirely to its
influence, but it is the pleading pf the coward who
commits an uamanly act, and trics to ercape from
its consequences by shifting the responstbx[xty ona
second party. It may be shown that it work's
TAVAZCS, destroys homes, dispcrs?s and ruins fami-
lies. shatters bodies, and jeopardises souls, but none
of all thesoe it will do if it be avoided altegether, or
rtaken of rationally ; and s0 we hold the panel
not guilty of the charges which these confirmed
drunkards day after day enter up against it from
the dock in the police court—Ulster Examiner.

ath Independent, in the course ot an ar-
tic'{:ah gn“;ﬂc Rule slnys 1—" In our Issuo of last Sa-
turday we asserted that the rel}ledy for the. ruin
which bas fallen ou our country is the restoration to
her of self-government. A reference to_the condi-
tion of the country before the em of the Volunteers,
during tho eighteen years of her independent par-
liament, and since the Union, completely proves
that ngsertion. The source of all these evils is,
therefore, the destruction of Irish self-government';
4 Unhappy the nation whose books a stranger keeps,
The only means of restoring peacc, prosperity, and
happiness to the land ig the attainment of the right
to manago our own nffairs, The attainmont of that
end is cectain if Irishmen will unite. Nothing re-
volutionary is proposed. The supporters of Home
Rule scek not the disruption of the ?rmsh empire,
but rther 1ts consolidation in tl':e union, prosperity,
and contentment of all its sqb_]ecbs. The spirit of
nationality, the love of native land, nothing can
destroy in the herrts -of Irishmen. While her in-
alionwble right 18 denied her, Ireland can mever be
content ; she wero contemptlbl_o if she could. Grant
Lier the independence of & nation, and England can
then count on that manly, true, and generous loyal-
ty, which justice alone can gecure.”

caxt FAnuERS AND TiE CoMiNG ErEctrons.—The
telrlrs?tu}:rmers throughout the country are, most
properly, making every preparation for the coming
general election. In Cork, the farmers are making
gerious and tlmely prepnm.hona to “run” one of
their own class at the coming general elections.—
In the North, we are told by the Derry Standard, an
equally pronounced gpirit i showing iteelf among
tho sturdy agriculturists. The Stguda:d also prints
ever the signature of *Tenant Right,” a lottor o
the tenant farmers of the county of Derry, in which
the writer calls on the farmers to return men who
will support the present Land Act and the cause of
the occupier, and not gentlemen who ©serve their
patty” faithfally, voting steadily with them in every
division, but whase votes are always disspproved of
by the great majority of thair comstituents.— Fres-
man,

. Sgpzuae oF AN Inuterr DisTiLiEry.—An important

and oxtensive soizure of an illicit distilling appa--

iust been made at Lough Neagh, a short
lt.l‘;:ut:nlcl::a '}rom Lurgan, After considerable search
the police observed & large picce of cork-wood foat-
ing in the water, which they discovered to be &
matk for the hiding place fora large still and head,
" with evorything completu. The police al"rested-two
men named John M!Clusky, Drumgarrick, county
. Derry, and John M'Gibbon, Kinnego, near Lurgan.
Both were bronght before Mr. Handcock, J.P, who
remanded them. until next petty sessions, accepting
bail for M‘Gibbon, but refusing it for M'Clusky.
" The Spectator has the following referenco to & vory
important matter :—" We have good reason to be-
lleve that the interpretation put by the Timeson the
recent changes in the Ministry, to the effect that
Mr, Monsell's resignation was deliberately'acoopted,
"and that Sir Henry James; 8ir W. Vernon Harcourt,
sud Mr, Lyon Playfair had all been intentionally

selected, a5 & means of Indicating to the Roman
Catholics that they were in pelitical disgrace with
the Government, was & hypothesls evolved a priori
out of the consclousness of the Times, or of some of
its contributers. Indeed, that motivy is utterly re-
pudiated by those who ought best to know the
truth of the matter, and that belng so, it was cer-
tainly a mistake to remave Mr. Monsell,—who as a
departmontal chlef had never becn a quarter ae
1auch in fault as the then Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, who was promoted to the Home Gffice. But
anyhow, it is sutisfactory to know that a policy de-
libemefy unjust and even insulting to Ircland, has
sever becn contemplated™ Highly satisfactory |
We give tho Spertator ctedit for its good fnith, It is
the one solitary newspaper published in London
which roconciles Protestantism with falrness to-
warda Catholics—which is liberal in fact as well as
in name, But while we respect the bona fides of our
contemporary, he must pardon Catholics if they pre-
fer to jundge by plain facts rather than by er on
Jacto explanations. Tho testimony in favor of their
suspicions is cumulative, Had Mr. Monsell’s re-
siguation stood alone, it would not have appeared so
striking a fact. It might possibly be believed that
the Government was 8o intolerant of a single blun-
der in its administration that & Minister who had
enjoyed on the whole a fair reputation was thrust
out for one crror on the part of an ambitious subor-
dinate who has not been even rcbuked. But the
Chancellor of the Exchequer was particeps eriminis,
and his repotation was anything but sweet, He
stood convicted of jobbing to which some—prolably
wrongly—gave a still uglier name. His skill had
been shiewn ju Ludgets which are still the laughing
stock of the country, and his personal unpopularity
mounted to the intensity of poritive batred. Now
when the Iess culpabie and the less unpopular Min-
ister received his conge, and the most blundering,
and the most detested Minister in the Cabinet is
served by bring transferred to another place of egual
importance. Catholics may be excused if they
fancy that the Lostile trentment hiad some connexion
with the Catholicism. But that docs not stand
alone. The man put in the place of the expericnced
Catholic minister was absolutely destitute of a sin-
gle pretension, save that he had shown o mmpant
kostility to Catholics and bad been prominent in
the defeat of the University Bill. e had neither
parliamentary, nor ofticial experivnce, and, though a
respectable man of scicnce, one who had given no
evidence of romarkable political capacity, even ia

the eyes of those who belivve to hate Catholics is
a very decoat substitute for genius. By virtue of
this gift, whatever disclaimers be made to the con-
trary, the Scottish Calvinist was put into the place
of the Irish Ultramontane. Will the informauts
of the Spectator persuade us that it was by a coin-
sidence Mr. James, whose highest distinction was
Jained by Lis furious defence of Judge Keogh's ia-
decent attack en tlie Archbishop .of Tuam, was
sclected for Attorney General and thie solemn Vernon
Harcourt whoxe tall tatking bas been most con-
rpicuously inimical to the concession of Catholic
claims, chosen for Solicitor-General? They cannot,
Itls quite possiblu that the Times was not inspired
wlien it made the suggestions, and that the palicy it
preached was only part of the systematic assauit on
Catholicism which ig about the only consistency in

that inconsistent journal. Very likely it expressed,
as it usually does, the sentiment of the vulgarest
sort of Protestantism. But the policy has been as

distinctly adopted, as if it were o matter of pre-
arrangement, and it has been 8o marked and poiunt-
cd that Catholics should be credulous fools if they

allowed themselves to Lo convinced against the

cvidence of their scnses, We arve sorry that Mr.
Gladstone should have ceased to be our ally. e
was the one English Primo Minister in whom we
have ever felt confidence, RHe fails in yielding to
that ¢ Parlinmentary neccssity ¥ which was the
Divine Providence of his model, Sir Robert Pecl.
Catholics suffer from injustice now as much as they
did when Mr, Gladstone declared that their educa-
tional position was ‘ miserably, scandalously bad.”
They were not content with his attempt to reconcile
justice and injustice, to give them a pretence of
concession, while nearly all the old grievances were
retained, and thercfore he casts them off, and takes
up with their bittcrest enemies. This we regret
for Mr. Gladstone's own sake, because it is a falling
off from the estimate in which we beld him. But
our regret does not alter our sense of duty, When
we seea leader enrol in Lis ranks, place in his

highest and most confidentinl commands, those who
have been our cruclest and most unrelenting op-
ponents, we cannot be such fools as to regard it in
any other sense thanos & declaration of war. We
ought not to be slow to accept the challenge, In
truth, at the present moment, we only see enemies
at all sides of Parlinment, Tory, Liberal () and Inde-
pendent ; all the greater necessity that we should

make such power as wo possess felt. The first duty

that lies to hand is to punish as far as we can the
administration which, whether it “contemplated ”
it or not, adopted “n policy deliberately unjust
and even ingulting to Ireland”—Cork Eraminer.

Tme O'Coxon Dex, M, P, as a Laxororp.~The
following paragraph, which we take from the last
numher of the Roscommon Messenger, shows the
Q'Conor Don, M. P, as a landlord in a most favoeur-
able light :—* Mr. Jameg Conry who occupies a part
of the lands of Ardecvin, has placed in eur hands a
correspondence he has hal with O'Conor Don,
which shows that our county member iz no less
distinguished in his private than in his public life.
Ardeevin was, a8 our readers are aware, lately in the
market, but the lots were not arranged in such a
manner as would have enabled the tenants if they
became purchasers to obtain governmental aid under
the Land Act. This fact Mr. Conty on behalf of
himself and the other tenants, brought under the
notice of O,Conor Don, who at once propos_cd to
become purchaser on the following terms if the
tenants thought them suitablp. O'Conor Don te
become purchaser and pay the full purchase money
to the vendor, and then sell to each tenant a 999
years' lease with a reserved rent amounting to 41
per cent. on one fourth of the purchage money for
three-fourths of the sum O’Conor Don had paid in
the first instance, of which threc-fourthe the tenant
would only be ealled upon to provide one-third as
the other two-thirds would be advanced by the
government under the Land Act. With remarkable
thoughtfulness—the suggestion baving been made
in that direction by Mr, Conry—0'Conor Don writes:
—If you cannot conveniently find sgll the money
you would have to produce under this arramgement
I would have no objection to lend you £306 or
£400 for a couple of years” The following is an
illustration of the proposal :—Supposs a tonant
paying £30 a year, and that the estate was purchased
at twenty years purchase, 0'Conor Don would have
paid for this lot £600. Four and one half per cent
on one-fourth of this sum, £6 14s, would be the
yearly vent at which O'Conoy Don would make a
lease for 999 years to the tehant, who would thus
virlually becomo the proprietor, the conditions
being that tho tenant should pay ©'Conor Don £458
of which £150 would only require to be provided
from out his own funds, na the other £300 could be
had from the Board of Works and pald in thirty-
five years by annual payments of £15.”

The ‘Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, the Mar-
quis of Drogbeda, and Mr, T. C. Trench, who some
time since intimated their intention of giving £500
each towards the restoration of the anclent Cathe-
drnl of Kildare, in case a sufficient sum were raised
by a stipulated time their offer is to be taken as
withdrawn. Tho reason assigned is that t_ho tem-
per displayed by the General Synod raiges the
‘gravest danger of doctrines being introduced differ-
ing essentially from thosé heretofore taught by the

Protestant Church in Irelind-.—'&'oﬂc Braminer: .31 -,

The Roscommon Messenger announces that the
senior repregentative, The 0'Connor Don, Lias joined
the National Home Rule Leagne.

According to the recently issned judicial statistics
the entire criminal population in Ireland on one
day was calculated at 30 in every 10,000 of the po-
pulation, against 39 in every 10,600 of thv popula-
tion in England Wales,

GREAT BRITAIN,

ADDRESS OF THE ABERDEEN CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION,
10 TRE Bisnors oF GERMANY.—To the Most Reverend
the Archbishop of Cologne, the Right Reverend the Bishops,
the Clergy, and the Catholic Laity of Germany~—We,
the members of the Aberdeen Catholic Association
humbly beg permission, at this time, to offer the
homage of our most respectful and heartfelt sym-
pathy. For some time past we have observed with
pain the persecution which you Lave suffered, and
are still suffering, at the hands of a Government
which, professing the most liberal sentiments, con-
tinues to oppress our most holy Church in the per-
sons of you, most Reverend Lords and Fathers and
dear Cathol’c brethren.

Refusing to be taught by the history of our
Church that the persecution of her children has
hitherto proved abortive in suppressing her energics,
the Government of Germany follows in the old and
hopeless task of making the Church subservient to
the State, in coerciug you to recognize in n vain
ambitious Emperor, who arrogates the right of ap-
pointing men to fill the highest offices of the priest-
hood, an authority higher than our most Holy Father,
Pius IX.

But we rejoice, in the midst of our sorrows, at the
noble and heroic position you take and at the ex-
ample you show to the world, Animated, by the
same zeal and duvetion which inflamed the martyrs
of ald, you are prepared to suffer all things, even
death itself, in maintaining the rights of our most
holy Church. Thus the words of our Saviour will
continue to the end. “The gateg of Liell shall never
prevail against thee,” and while we sympathize with
you now, we look forward to the dawn of the
Church’s triumpl when her enemies shall sink into
oblivion, and ber children receive the reward of their
faithfulness. We enrnestly hope that that time is
fast approaching. Lut should there be still further
trials in store fur you, we pray God with Ilis grace
to strengthen vou for the struggle, that you may
fight the good fight and prevail,

Begging the Episcopal Benediction, we remain,
most reverend and right reverend Lords, your hum-
ble children and very reverend brethren the clerzy,
and dear brethren the Catholic Inity of Germany,
your devoted brethren in the Holy Faith.

Signed on behalt of the members of the Office
searers and Council,

L. Duxeax, President.
Jonx CraGex, Vice-President,
Janx Tuousox, Hon. Treasurer,
Duxcay ANpersox, Jorx CraiGey,
Jonx CaMEeroy, Jonx Hespensox,
Cias. CATTANACH, jun.,,  James Laun,
Davio Hexngrsos, Janes Lyxcw,
JANES CLARESON, Arexr. Ruopivas.
THoMAs CLARKSON,
Cuanies Gornox, Hon. Secretary.
Sealed with the Seal of the Church of the Assump-
tion, Abcrdeen,
Jons Svriternaxp, PP,
WitLiay Storaxs, Catholic Clergyman.
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DriTisn Acmicvrrnat Sratistics—The total area
of Great Britan is 56,064,260 acres, of which England
comprises 32,790,397 —the whole is scarcely equal
to the area of two of our Western States of average
sizc, Tho population to be supported, 25,000,000,
is one to rather more than two acres ; in England 1
to 11 acres ; and yet little more than half of the
total area, or 31,000,000 ncres, is in cultivation,
ncarly 24,000,000 of which is England preper. A
key to agricultural prosperity is found in the fact
that not exceeding one-third of the occupied area
is nllotted to exhaustive crops, as the cereals, while
two-thirds are given to restorative crops, as roots,
clover and grasses in rotation, and permanent pas-
ture. The propoitions last season were, for the
whole country, 30.9 per cent, in grain crops, 11.6 in
green crops, 14.5 in clover and grasses, and 40.6 in
permanent pasture, The production of meat is the
tirst object of British agriculture; the growing of
wheat js tho consideration of nextimportance, Both
cattle and sheepare well known to excel all others
in meat production, attaining greater weight in a
given time than eontinental animals. The official
average of net weight of carcasses of British cattle
of ages is 600 pourds; of cattle imported, 500
pounds; of British sheep arnd lambs, 690 pounds; of
imported, 50 pounds. The present tendency is to
the increase of live stock and tiie diminution of the
grain area. There has been a docrease since 1858,
in the breadth of wheat, oats, peas, and beans, and
an increneo in barley, roots, and permancnt pasture
the reduction of # white crops,” which now average
7,000,000 acres, exceeds 1,250,000 acres ; wheat now
occupying a little more than 3,000,008 or about one-
sixth of our wheat area, although the product some-
times exceeds one-third of ours, The decrease has
been about 10 per cent in 20 years, not in product
but in acreage, the yicld having increased 15 bushels
and five buskelg in 100 years, being now 28 bushels,
the largest national average. There are now about
28,000,000 sheep to 30,000,000 acres of productive
area. It wasrocemtly assumed, on good grounds,
that one-fourth of the cattle were annually sold at
the rate of £16 each in England, £14 in Scotland,
and £10 in Ireland ; that onc-third of the English
sbeep and one-fourth of the Scottish sheep are an-
nually gold at about 35 shillings each. The tend-
ency has since been to still higher prioes,

Those Englishmen who are in the habit of oppo-
sing the concession of self government to Ireland,
on the ground that the Irish people would misman-
age their affairs, should occasionally look at lLome
and see how their own affuirs ar¢ managed. The
Pall Mall Qazeite of Monday affords them the follow-
ing piece of information on this latter point:—
% About & year and threc-quarters ago we called at-
tention to certain “indirect claims” against the
government on account of the purchase of the tele-
graphs by the State. A question was asked on the
aubject in the House of Commons, and an official
answer was given to the cffect thal there was no
cause whatever for anxiety. The rumour upon
which, early in 1872, we based our remarks now ap-
pears to have reached the provinces, ¢ An crrer of
enormous magnitude” has, according to the Western
Morning News, been discovered in the govornment
tolegraplh accounts. Instead of purchasing, as wos
supposed, & frechold and absolute title, the govern-
ment finds that it purchased the leasehold only
from the telegraph companies, whoso rights were
bought up in many instances. The telegraph lines
were lensed from the milway companies, and what
they sold was merely a lease of them. The railway
companies ar ¢ represented as being now engaged in
“ prepering their claims.” Some of theso it appenrs
are uncomfortably large. The cluim of the Lanca-
shire and Yorkshiro railway for the telograph line
which the government fondly imagined it had pur-
chased from the Magnetic Company amounts, ac-
cording to the Western Morning News, to £950,000,
The matter in to bo referred to two arbitrators—Mr.
‘Weaver, secretary of one of the telegrapb companics,
on the part of the government, and Sir John Hawk-
shaw on the part of the Lancashire and Yorkshire
railway, Sir John Karlslake is to be umpire

" Twa Bismor or Sitrorp AT Borron.— In 8 dis-
course lately delivered by the Bishop of Salford at
Bolton, Hig Lordship quoted some very interesting
statistics, compiled by a Protestant, Nr. W. Hoyle.
He referred to Mr, Willlam Hoyle, Mr. Hoyle was

an’ Englishman, aid, so far from boing.prejudiced as

s

a Catholic, was a devout Wesleyan Methodist.—
(Laughter). The atatistics were a contrast between
the state of Catholic Ireland and the state of Eng-
land. First, with regard to the money speat in
drink. How many pounds per head were spent in
driok in England ?7—£4 58, 11}d. per annum. How
many pounds wero spent in intoxicating drinks per
head in Ireland?—£2 1s. 1d. (Loud applause.)
Now, with regard to pauperism. Not only did they
hear frequently censure passed upon tLe Irish, on
account of their affection for spirituous liquors, but
they heard the Irish reproached for being poor, as
though that were itself a crime. He bad told them
that in England the number of paupers was about
4,000,000. In England 46 persons out of every
thougand worce paupers, while in Ireland there were
only 13 ont of cvery thousand. (Loud applause.)
Pauperism in England was therefore 300 per cent,
greater tlan it was in Ireland, (Rencwed applanse.)
And now as to the commiitals for drink. ¢ found
that in England last year theve were about 151,000
committals for being drunk and disorderly. 1o
had not Inid his finger upon the corresponding num-
ber for Ireland, unless it was included in the wonl
“ drunkards,” and the zfticial iguresagainst ¢ drunk-
ards” were 3,110, (Laughter and applause, and a
voice “ Ther: are as wany as that in Bolton” Re-
ncwed laughicr.) Then as to longevity, Ireland is
a poor count:y, and England is a rich country.—
What was the statc of mortality in England? The
caleulation was that the death-rate in England
amounted to 22 out of every thousard, and the
death-rate in Ireland was 16 fo a thousand. (Ap-
plause.) They must not applaud too loudly, li-
cause by comiug to Eogland ihey bad improved
their chance of a speedy deatl:.  (Langhter and ap-
plause.) 1f we would reduce the mte of mortality
in England to what it was in Iveland, the result to
the population of this country would be that we
should save 160,000 lives in the course of & year,
The reason why he had referred to that comparison
was becanse some unwise things had been eaid dis-
paruging to his flock. And the reason wlhy he had
dwelt upon the whole of the subject of material na-
tional property, was because it showed what our na-
tional duties were. If we were a rich nation, if we
were @ prosperous nation materially, it was our duty
towards God and towards our fellowmen to spend
what we could not werely in material jniprovement,
but in intellgctual, and above all in spivitual and in
religious inprovement. For what was a nation
without religion? If God Lad made us rich and
ziven to this country a share af the wenlth of this
world, it was in order that this conntry might be
steward to Almighty God in tke dispensation” of it.
He did not enter into what had been the conduct of
those who were outside the Cntholic faith in this
country. He would simply say that therewere cer-
tain denominations in this country who by the gen-
crous manner in which they gave to forcign mis-
sions—thc Wesleyans gave something like £150000
a year to Le sent abroad to spread what they consi-
dered to be the truth—showed that people who did
not belong to their faith understood that wenith
was put into their hands for some better purposes
than hoarding it, and spending 1t on mere materinl
things. And he felt convinced that the Catholics of
this dlocese, and of this country, were alive to the
importance of giving towards spiritual and religious
objects, The Catholics of this diocese, in all the
Missions he had visited, bad generously come for-
ward and given their meuns towards the work
which he proposed to them. The DBishop, in con-
cluding, pointed out that too much money wasspent
on drink, too mwuch in dress, and too much sprnt
foolishly and extravagantly, and that by denying
ourselyes we should have more to give towards the
service of Almighty God. (Loud and continued
chicering.)

A DauwnisTen oN Brracn oF Proyist CAsgs. — On
a reeent oceasion Mr, Lawrence Gane, harrister at
law, delivered a lecture under the auspices of the
Philosophical Institution, in Queen-steeet Hall, on
“British Lawycers; their struggles nnd suceess ;
their eloquenco and patriotism.” The learned gen-
tlanan sketched at some leng*h the history of Coke
and More, showing their struggles in the early part
of their carcer, dereribing their subscquent success
at the Bar and on the Bencly, and dwelling on their
domustic happiness. Some people, he snid, seemed
to have an idea that lawyers had no henrt—tlint
their only relation to Jove was the breach of promise
cases. This was & cluss of cages that in England
was cropping up like blackberries, Under the pre-
sent law twelve men were empanelled as a jury. A
young and lovely woman—the plaintiff was aiways
“ a young and lovely woman” — was the first wit-
ness. At the commencement the jury evinced but
little interest in the cnse. But the witness was led
on by ingenious counsel, and gradunlly the jury Le-
came interested. Ultimately the Y young and lovely
woman” burst into tears ; and from that moment
the verdict was certain, The jury suffered from
“goftening of the brain.” Medical men might say
that softening of the brain did not arire suddenly,
but he had seen it conie on in twenty-five minutes.
That was the present system; but now the idee was
nfloat that women must take the place of men, and
by-and-by women would nct as jurymen., And if
they had twelve British women-—six British matrons
and six British spinsters—instead of twelve British
men, the case would be otherwise. The young and
lovely woman might weep, but she would not move
the twelve British women—the young and lovely
woman might as well weep before Nelson's Monu-
ment a8 before twelve British women ; they knew
how it was done,

We cannot refrain from reprinting the following
manly remarks of the Manchester Guardian, which
may serve to show the Prussinn Ministers what En-
glish Independent Liberal opinion really is. We
have becn carefully informed that they are much
gratified by the sympathy expressed towards them
in this country, and it is only fair thnt they should
learn the limits fo which that sympathy extends . —
& The Liberals of Prussia—the men who fight under
the standard of civil and religious liberty-—crowd
to the support ota Minister whose name is associated
with the most tyrannical laws of the nineteenth
century. And, what is more curous stil], we are to
have an Exeter Hall gathering, with Lord Russell
in the chair, to wish the Prusslan Premier * God-
speed ” in his work, On this question—with deep
regret we say it—we must keep aloof from both the
Prussian Liberals and Exeter Hall. They cannot
like tho doctrines of the Syllabus less than we do ;
but we contend that the laws of May are in their
essence unjust, and that no more effective method
could have been cohceived for converting every
meoderate Catholic into an uncompromising Ultra-
montane, and so aggravating and rendering infinitely
more formidable the very evil which Prince Bis-
marck has considered himsclf bound to combat, Ar
Englishmen, hating oppression in every form, we
can only view theso Iaws with profound concern;
while as Protestants we have noreason to be grateful
but very much the reverse of that, to the Minister
who framed them, Notwithstanding the encou-
ragement which he has rcceived from so many
quarters, Prince Bismarck can scarcely be uncon-
scious of the fact that he has attempted moro than
is possible for him to perform. The news of agita-
tion in Pesen—the Ireland of Prusala——is ominous,
and can he bo insensible to the true meaning of the
suddenly assumed democratic attitude of the Ultra-
montane party in the Diet, with their measures for
an untaxed press and n really popular basis of repre-

.| sentation? It would undoubtedly be & humiliation

for him to retrace his steps, but when a blunder has
been committed it is the manifest and; safest course

toacknowledge tho fact and get out of the unpleasant’

position you have created for yourself with all possible
haste Prince Biamarck may, perhaps, remember that
the British Parliament once passed an Ecolesisstical

e
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Titles Act, that that Act was never put i !

at the put in force, and
that, after a time, it was struck out of the stn'tute-
book—for rensans which would tell with a thousani-

fold force if applied to the i pin - .
pmgsin.n_TugZ"' b 1 ‘eccled.zsmul laws of

Brighton has gone med about the Protestant con-
fesslona:l question, A lamentable sight was wit.
nessed in that queen of watering-places some days
ago. The crazed portion of ghe community of
Brighton, to the number of some 4,000, assembled
in the dome, Royal Pavilion, including, <ad to reluie
many respectable government officinls who prclié
“rev.” to their names, and an cx-niy -, These un-
furtunate people stamped and stonge! and raved for
over two hours respecting Ritnalism and the con-
fessiunal, and the peculinrities of Wizh Church and
Low Church and Broad Church and Na:row Church
and Long Church and Short Churcl,, and the various
other shaped churches which the rewowned Re-
formation” has Lrought into existence. And yet the
police did not interfere. No riot act ren, No
huniane power brought into existence to put these
people into mad-heuses. How shockin:!

Unless the English police have grown more
ftrict than they formerly were, drunkenness hag
alnrmingly increased in England of late. No less
than 39,619 more arrests for drunkenness were made
in 1871-72 than were made in 1865-G8, constituting
an inerease of 36 per cent in offences of this nature
within four yenrs, In the number of arrests during
the rame years for offences agninst which summary
proceedings are permitted, and which include
breaches of the peace, nuisauees, vagraney, and
other misdemennors, there was an increase of 79 069,
This is rather alarmivg, and certainle dovs uot
speak very highly for the advance of civilizution
aud rehigion in England. :

MisTreTOR. — The mistictoe is a true
dmwing it nourishment altogether from  the tree
to which it is attached. It is a native of Britain
and was held in great veneration in Druid times,
especinlly when found growing on the onk. IInving'
no attachment to earth, it was regarded as of ce.
lestial origin.  The Druids wore wont to send round
their youtlis with bmrches of it to announce the
new year, and its use in later times at Christmas
may be perhaps traced to this (v its ourfous
foliage and pearly bemies, in full swing at that
season, would naturally suggest it tw iudoor deco-
mtion at that festive time, in companinnship with
the bright leaves and glowing Lerries of the Lolly
and the sombre green of the ivy. ’

parasite,

UNITED STATES.

We (Catholic Review) ent from the columus of the
New York Tribuae, the following extract from a lons
Tetter, written to that journal by 1 Pratestant ('lvrg;
man upon the results of the Evaugelical Alliance
“Waords count but very little, devds vory much, A
an illustration, in the very city where the Atliance
was held, Romanism bhas absorbed o Invge lenent
the populution into ite own ranks. Tle Germnug
who have flocked in lnige numbers to New York
were in the miain Protestants, deseendants from
the Lutheruns, but inclined to German seepticism,
This fact came under my own wlservation for g
series of yenrs, and was nlzo mnde a matter of ro-
peated inquiry and investigntion while engitzed in
pastoral work in your city, The testimony was of
one kind, whether coming from priosts, Sisters of
Charity, or Protestants who Lad lived long, nnd
with ubservation, in the localitivs of the frmigvants,
Dr. Jumes W. Alexamder, then a pastor in Chareh
strect, gave the question attention and I presume had
satisfactory authority for saying, “ Nine-tenths of
the Germuans were infidel.” Iy the meantime, great
numbers huve been gathered by inecs=ant eflort into
the Romish Churel.  Large and costly churelies
have been built and filled with thonsamls and teny
of thowsauds of those wha nre descendants of Cler-
man Profestants.  Little hns been  said by the
workers, but i vast amount of work bas been done,
The providence that is on the side of the largest ar-
tillery is Inrgcly on the side of the most industiipus
workers.  Of the other part of the popuiation in the
lower wards, 0 gencerally forsaken by the Protestant
churches, I have not the same trustworthy menns of
information. I do know that about as fast ns the
_Pmtcﬁtunts nbandon their churches by removing
into the upper part of the eity, the Romanists buy
them, aud, from some source, woon fill them with a
multitudo of worshipers, and not only £, bat build
algo new cdifices to meet their wants: sa that now,
having several diflerent congregations cach Sunday
in the parish church, the Romanis<ts liave more
worsh.z'pers duriug theday than nny other religious
body in the city, I lenve such facts to speak for
themselves.  They are at least suguestive,”

Wacen v Barrue Reviveo.—The storvy of a ter-
rible mistake comee from Westminster.  T'wo coster-
mongers had a dispute about the owirxhip of a
donkey, sud went to law to decide it. Tl morning
wus occupied in Liearing evidence, but wle:n the time
came to adjourn for luacheon the judge nddressed
the suitors and said the case was o very Lival one
and the time of the court very valuable, anil, there-
fore, he hoped to hear, when “they re-asscrubled im
half-an-hour, that the disputants had scttled the
question out of conrt, which, thunking his lordship
they promised to do.  After Tuncheon the defendant
glecfully rose, explained that it was nll right, the
donkey was his; and, jerking Lis head towarls his
opponent, the judge was horrified to see that the
plaintiffs eyes were much, swollen and discoloured
and that ic was a good deal smeared with blood.
The defendant went on to explain that they had
i’o_und a quict yard to settle it in, as his lordship had
kindly suggested ; he was afrnid that Lo had been
rather rough on plaintiff, but he could not help it,
becausy he was allowed only half-an-hour to pull
it off, and the plaintiff was o tougher customer than
hig lordship might think from the look of him. The
Jjudge gnsped with horror af the thought that he kad
been inciting suitors in his court to commit a ger-
ious breach of tho peace, but they had avidently re-
ccived the suggestion and acted on it in perfect
good faith, an appenl to arms being the only method
of scttling the matter out of court, which occurred
to thelr minds.—Standard,

Manxep Proaresg.—On many occasions it has
been pointed out in these pages that to illustrate
the rapid strides with which the Catholic Church is
advancing in America we need not travel any great
distance from our own doors. If wec give & mo- -
ment's cqneideration to what is going on around us,
we shall bo deeply impressed by the fact that the
onward march of Catholiclsm- has been more rapid
and better agsured than its most sanguine propa~-
gandists would some years ago have ventured te
predict. Taking even the low standard of material-
ism, or judging the project of the Church by the
measure of real estate, the result must be satisfactory
and gratifying. The Catholic buildings which have
risen among the sandhills of San Francisco during
| the last few years tell a very plain story. Every
year, too, adds to their number. Last year saw the
last touches given to the pile of buildings in Seuth
San Francisco, which the Sisters of Charity have
devoted to the uso of the orphans, This year has
left its mark .In tho ercotion and completion of
Sacred Heart College, & magnificent testimonial of
the gencrosity of our citizons, to their love of learn-
ing, und to their confidence in the .zeal, ability and -
experienco of the Christian Brothers.— Xonitor,

In Helens, Montana, J, R. Boyce & Oo. joyfully ad-
verfise that they have received from New York 832
Bibles, which they will sellat cost'to these who are
able to pay for them, and give awgy to those who
are not. In the same _newspa'pei' we find an ex-

tended account of  the first genuine cock-fight that
over took placein Helena” =~ ;; '
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