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(From the New York Metropolitan Record.)

The following lecture was delivered by the
Rev, Father Burke, in St. Peter’s Church,
Jersey City :— :

My Frienps :—The existence of the Catho-
lic Church is the most patent fact in the his--
tory of the world. When Christ, our Lord,
founded his church he emphatically declared
that she was not to be as a light hidden under
a bushel, but flaming upon the candlestick snd
enlightening every man that came into the
house of God ; he declared that it was not to
be 2s a city built in some deep and lonely val-
ley, where no eye could behold her, but that
she should be as a city built upon the mountain
summit, that every man and every wayfarer,
passing through the ways of this world, should
behold ber and recognize her existence, Now,
my deer friends, if we ask our ourselves what
was the meaning of our divine Lord speakiog
of his church as something so palpable, so un-
mistakable, forcing itself upon the reognition
of every man, ne matter how reluctant that man
may be to behold it, I answer that our Lord
meant to fix upon our holy church certain signs
by which she should be infallibly known -and
recognized dmongst all reasoning men as the
very clturch and the very spouse of Jesus

Christ. Nor is there amongst the many strange
mysteries of this world one thing that more as-
tonishes me every day than to behold earnest
men, high-minded men, believing men, read the
Scriptures, and yet fail to recognize the Church
of Jesus Christ the holy Catholic Church, To’
me thie is the strangest intellectual phenomenon
in the world ; for certair it is, if we attach any
meaning whatever to the words of the Son of
God, that it was in his purpose and in his fixed
and declared intention to establish a church
upon this-earth. ~He alludes to it repeatedly
over and over again, calling it now *My
church,” calling it agaip, My kingdom;” at
othor times speaking of it as ¢ The Kingdom
of God,” and making certain fised and specific
promises to this church, in the fulfilment of
which promises-the world has the convincin'g
Proof of the divine erigin of our holy Catholic
church and religion. Tror, dear friends, Christ,
our Lord, 'was not only the Redeemer, the
teacher of mankind,” the atoner for the past,
but he was also the prophet of the.future.—
The Seriptures speak of bim and of his com-
ng os'of a prophet. ¢In that day,” says
Moses,” ¢ the ‘Lord, thy God, O Israel, will
raise up unto thee a prophet like unto me.—
Him thou shalt hear.” . That prophet was
Jesus Christ, and all that he prop %sied of the
future concerned this church of his, - '

‘We arc’ come together this.evening, my

fl'lends,i to consider the prophecies of Jesus

Christ—the promises that he_made to.be ful-:

filled in.tho future. - We are come together to
look for their ‘fulfilment, and if we find this

fulfilment in the holy Catholic church, thed we'
are aggembled—such of us ag are Catholics—

to glory in thouksgiviog to God for the fulfl-
Tent of these promises, and such of Jus as are

not Catholics—if there be any here—to medi-
tate prefoundly, in the name of God, upon the
necessity of submitting our faith and our love
to that one and only church, in whose history
in the past, in whose existence in the present,
are fulfilled all the promises that Jesus Christ
made, ' )

And now, what were these promises, my
friends? If we search the Scriptures we shall
find thut they are, principally, the following :
Christ, our Lord, emphatically promised that
his church should be one, that it should be,
in this world, the very representation of unity,
that no difference of religious thought or opin-
ion, no clashing of ideas, no upholding of con-
tradictory doctrines were to be found in her,
and that she was to be, upon the earth, the re-
presentative of intellectual and moral progress
of the very highest kind, because she was de-
stined to represent the ineffable unity which
binds togetber in one the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, This was the first promise that
Christ, our Lord, mude to his churel,

The second promise that we find made in
the Scriptures to her was: that she was to
have him her Lord, her God, her founder,
dwelling in the midst of her with an abiding
presence; that he was to be with her in a pecu-
Jiar maoner, as we shall see,

The third promise that Christ, our.Lord,
made was involved in the command that his
church and her voice should be heard all the
world over—throughout all the nations; that
his faith was to be preached in every land and
to every-people.

The last great promise that he made to his
church was, that she was to abide for ever, that

{ every other institution might fall and die, that

nations might change their government and
might lose their very existence,that races might
disappear, but that the church which he, the
Lord, founded should remain, abiding for ever
and ever ;—that systems of philosophy might
be upheld in one age and discarded in snother,
that the philosophical and scientific truths re-
ceived to-day might be disapproved te-morrow,
but that his church founded by him, was to re-
main immutable, unchangeable, ever young,
ever vigorous, unto the last day of this world’s
existence,

Behold the four great promises which, as we
shall see, are distinctly conveyed in Seripture,
and which, as we shall also see, fulfilled in the
Holy Roman Qatholic Chureh, and which, I
assert, upon the evidence of history, upon the
evidence of our own senses, of our own reason
and our own experience, are not fulfilled, in
any one iotz of them, outside the Catholic
church ; from whieh I will conclude that if
Christ, our Lerd, intended that his werd should
not pass away—that his promises should be
fulfilled — that church represents alone the
divine oracle, as founded by. Jesus Christ, in
which we find these promises fulfilled to the
letter. First of all, then, the first prophetic
promise was unity. <The Son of God came
down from heaven incarnate of the Holy Ghost
and of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
He came down from Heaven. He found this
world divided into a thousend different religi-
ous sects, each representing not a vestige of
truth, but some distinctive form of error. He
tound all the philosophers wrangling amongst
themselves, and divided upon. the great ques-
tion of the existence of a God and of the ulti-
mate destiny of the soanl of man. He found
the nations divided. Hefound all the interesis
of society split up and divided into a thousand
varied forms — all at oppositien, one with
another. - But he,. coming down from heaven,
brought with him the essential unity, which
is the essence and the nature of his God-head
—for the first perfection of the Almighty God
in himself is essentially and vecessarily, unity.
Everything that .is perfect is one. The very
idea of perfection involves the idea of unity—
that is to say, of one point and one centre, in
which everything that is soattered - here and
there of perfection is cancentrated to constitute
supreme perfection. Therefors, the Almighty
God, who is infinite perfection, is also infinite
unity. And when he assumed. to himself this
second relation of our humanity—when, com-
ing down from heaven, he added our nature to
his own when he associated God and man—he
brought downin that hour of his incarnation,
1ot only the infinite perfections of his divinity,
‘but also the essential unity, by which be-is one
with the Father. Christ, our Lord, God in-
carnate, God and man, was as much united to
the Father by the essential unity of neture as
ho was, from all eternity, in that Father’s
bosom, upon the throne of the Most High.—
The fact of his becoming a man did not sever,
for an instant, or separate that eternal and in-
finite unity by which he was united with God,
by whick Le was - Jod himself. Nay, more,
even as man he embodiéd in himself the prin-
ciple of unity if he took our nature—a human
soul, 2.human body, 2 human’ intelligence,
‘human will; human afféotions—everything that
was human, save and except a human person-

slity.. That he pever took. ‘Why? . Because

if he took a human personality, Jesus Christ
would have been two and not one. He would
have been two, namely: the Second Person of
the Blessed Trinity gnd the human person,
whom men beheld upon the earth.- But in or-
der to represent, even in his saered humanity,
the essenttal principle of unity, he assumed that
nature into his divinity, so that out of the hu-
man body, the human soul and God—out of
these three—was formed the one person, Jesus
Christ, and that person was divine. He was
still one, 4nd only onme ever, though; he was
God and man, He united them in one. Every
act of his, everi though performed in his hu-
manity, was still the act of God, because the
person who assumed that humanify, and who
acted in it, was God. Why did he do this?
Because, dearly beloved, Christ, our Leord, be-
ing God and infinitely perfect, was essentially
one. Now, the design of Christ was te represent
upon earth and to oreate amongst men the prin.
ciple of unity of thought, ucity of miod, unity
of heart, which was so perfect im himself, and
which he decrecd should be represented fn his
church. Therefore it is that he laid upon all
mankind the obligation of fraternal charity, for
in charity, as in a golden bond, all parts are
united. Therefore, also he imposed the obliga.
tion of faith, because in faith, a8 in an intel-
lectual bond, all minds are united in the union
of one belief, of one thought, and thus the unity
of God springs up in his® representative, in
that society which is the mystical body of
Christ. In consequence of all this, the Son of
God, the moment he founded his church, pro-
phesied for that church and promised to her
the attribute of unity., For this did he pray,
the night before he suffered and died. “Q
Father,” he said, 1 pray for these around
me, that they may be one. And not only for
these,” he adds, “ but for all, whe, through
their word, shall believe in me, that they may
e all one, as thou, Father, and ‘I are one—
thou in me, and I in thee—so that they nlso
may be one.” And again he said, *There
shall be one fold and one ehepherd.”

And now, if, passing from the words of
faith, we come to reflect, with the mere light
of reason, does it not stand to reason—is it not
absolutely necessary that, if truth exists out of
that, truth must bring unity ? 1f the Word of
God be on the earth, that Word must be
eternal truth—if true, it cannot contradiet it-
self. It cannot say yes and no. It cannot to-
day preach one thing and to-morrow amother.
It cannot assert one thing as true and the
opposite, at some other time, as. equally true,
This would be a lie—this would be an untruth
substituted for truth and an errer for the unity
of thought which Jesus Christ left upon the
earth, Wherever the truth is there must be
upity as a matter of course. The moment
divisions arise—the moment one man contra-
dicts another on any question, human or
Divine, that momeut the very fact of a differ-
ence of opinion, of a contradiction, involvesthe
presence of error, because one or other of them
must be wrong, They cannot both be right.
Division, therefore, or breaking up into sects,
mutusl contradiction, is an infallible sign,
wherever it exists, of the existence of religious
error, I want to impress this upon you, be-
cause in this, our ‘age, a strange hallacination
has taken possession of meun's minds. Men,
who' recognize the simple fact, that in any
ordinary dealing of life, if two men disagree
upon’ any question, one of them must be wrong
if the other be right-—both may be wrong, but
both cannot be right, that their divergence of
opinion and difference establishes the fact that
there is wrong and falsehood between them,
men who see this in the ordinary dealings of
life, men who recoguize it so clearly and quickly,
a8 a matter of course, when it becomes a matter
of religion,—when it becomes a question in
which truth or falsehood involves the eternal
galvation’ or damnmation of man, seem to con-
sider it a matter of course that there may be
diversity of opinion, without the existence cf
religious fulsehood, They seem to consider
that division here, that contradiction here, is a
matter of no importance nay, they go so far as
to say it is a good thing, an excellent thing.
The more sects we have the more religions we
are, the more men’s minds are turned to reli-
gion; it is a good thing to have o many dif-
ferent forms of belief, each contradicting the
other, because out of these intelléctual and re-

ligious contests men’s minds are brought to

study religion, and they are more filled with
the thought of their. eternal salvation and of
the things of God. Thisis the popular error
of the day—a most deplorable error. Why?
I ask'you what'is the popular idea of religion
at all?. Men say, O the more disputation goes
on, and- the more difference of opinion there is,
and the greater the -number of sects, the miore
men's minds are turned to religion.” 1 deny it
—1 deny it. . I sy a man may study forforty
yeors. these . Scriptures;’ 2, man -may. turn. his
attention to' the Word .of . God, but"if, during
that life of disputation, of assertion and contra-
dictation, that man had never reached: the

s N

truth, if he had never possessed the truth, if

all this time he is disputing about his view,.

and if that view be a distorted and a false one,
I deny that mau,is approaching religion, I
deny it. It is an insult to God and to truth
to say that 2 man who all his life is peddliog
about a lie is doing homage to the essential
unity and truth of God. No, wherever the
truth is, unity must be. I do mot say that
unity is truth, because men might be united
even in their belief of a fulschood. I do not
say absolutely that unity is truth, but I dosay
that truth is unity. I'do net say that consist.
ency is truth, because persons might be con-
sistent even in a lie; but I do assert that truth
is consistency—that is to say, that it caunot
contradict itself, nor be inconsistent with itself,
Now, I ask you, where is this promise of unity
tuifilled except in the Catholic church ? There
are two hundred millions of us scattered
throughout the world. There are Catholics in
every land, speaking every tomgue under
heaven, Take any one instructed Catholic, I
don’t care of what nation, I don’t care in what
clime you find him, take that one instrueted
Cutholic, question him as to his fuith, and in
that one man you will find the faith of the two
hundred millions that are seattered over the
earth, In the words of that man you find, in
that unit, the representative of that belief
which rests in the mind of every Catholic
throughout the world, just as it is spoken by
the lips of any ene. I ask you to compare this
with the miserable multitude of opinions on the
most important subjects that are found outside
the church. Take any form of religion. Tuke
Protestantism, or any other form of religious
belief outside the Catholic church. Have they
any assuranee, or are they able to give you any
assurance that their doctrines to-day will be the
doctrines of next year. No; and the proof lies
here, that the doctrines of this year were not
the doctrines of twenty years sgo. Twenty
yeers ago, for instance, every Episcopal Pro-
testant in the world believed in the necessity
of baptism and baptismal regeneration, Ten
years ago the Protestant church in Eugland
declared that baptismal regencration formed no
part whatever of the doctrines of the Church of
England. Twenty years ago every Protestant
in the world believed that the matrimonial bond
was indissoluble, and they bowed down so far
to the word of Jesus Christ that they took their
idea of marriage from his word, who said,
“ Those that God hath joined together let no
man attempt to sepurate.”” To-day Protestants
all the world over believe in the validity and
the lawfulness of divorce, under certain circum-
stances, What is this but a change of heart?
Nay, more, no sooner was the standard of
schism raised three hundred years ago in the
¢hurch than every single leader of the Pro-
testant movement broke off from his fellow-men
and established a religtous sect for himself,
We find names never before heard of Lutherans,
Calvinists, Antinonians, Anabaptists, and so on,
until, in our cwn day the lowest residue of
Protestantism has subsided into a form of re-
ligion which is pure Deism, which acknowleged
that there is 2 God,stops there and admits no
other doctrine. Nay, a Protestant bishop in
England a few years ago, made use of these
words, “It is the proudest boast,”” he szid, ** of
our church of England, that she, hasna dog-
ma;” that is' to say no fixed form of religious
belief. I do not say thesc words nor any
words, nor have I a thought in my mind, much
less express it, which should be painful or
disrespectful to any man; but, I ask you, my
friends, are not these facts? Are they not
here before your eyes? In the Catholic church,
any one instructed Catholic that knows his re-
ligion represents the doctrine of the church.
You never hear of a Catholic priest contradict-
ing another on matters of dogma, of doctrine
or belief, You never hear of a strange, un-
heard-of proposition propounded from a Catho-
lic pulpit. Search the history of 1872 years,
and>you find this @atholic church always
preaching, always speaking, clearly, emphatic-
ally, on every question, never refusing to give
an answer when she is called upon on any
question of faith or morality; and for 1872
years the student of history turns over, page
after page of the history of our church, of her
bishops, her popes and councils, and nowhere

-can he find a single instance, a single line, in

which the church taught any contradiction to
herself, in which the church ever denied one
title or iota of her previous doctrine or ever
changed one single feature of her divine teach-
ing. We, therefore, are forced to beliove that
if consistenoy be.a proof of truth, if unity be
the'seal of truth, the sign of truth, wherever it
is found, that consistency and unity are found
in the Catholic church; and I wish to invite
your attention net so. much to past times, nor
1o other lands, I am ‘spenkingto intelligence,
for in coming to this aew, country. I have

found, ot only .amongst, ‘my. ‘own countrymen
‘hére, but I found in every.grade of society and

in'every religious denomination that T have met

with, » bright, sharp, ;s'hréyvd. high bi'_der.-of in-

tellectuality. To that intelligence of America I
appeal. I ask you, mytriends, if we Catholies,
were to withdraw from the midst of you—if
every Catholic in America were to leave the land
to-morrow and leave you to yourselves, would not
the very idea of relizgious unity have departed
from amongst you? Try to realize to yourselyes
what it would be if we Catholics, to-morrow, were
to leave the land and not leave 2 single Roman
Catholic in America. Would there bo a man
left in the land that could proclaim his faith
and point to a-socicty of his fellowmen, who
held that same faith in every detail of dootrine,
which he held 7 Not one. There is no unity
of thought, much less of intellectual obedience
outside the Catholic church. But when we
enter her glorious halls and cross her golden
threshold, O, how magnificent is the picture of
unity that rises before the cyes of our souls!
There, do we sce 200,000,000 of meu, rich and
poor, gentle and simple, intelligent and unedu-
cated, highest and lowest, and forth, from these
200,000,000 of lips and hearts, comes one and
the same note of confession of faith and of
praise of God, one sacritice in every land, one
word in every country, one testimony to the
same faith, and that is brought down to us
without the slightest chauge or the slightest
contradiction for mearly two thousand years,
gince the dny that Jesuy Christ rose from the
dead. O! how magnificent is the picture of
unity that I contemplate when passing from the
millions of the people, I coter the sanctuary
and behold an order of hierarchy of office of
the proudest representative of the harmony of
Heaven. There, the monk and the nun, con-
secrated, fill their own stution and their own
office. There, we ascend from monk and nup,
and we find the robed priest upon the altar and
the preacher in she pulpit. Above them again,
higher in jurisdiction, in authority, closer to
the Supreme IHead, we find the bishops of the
church of God, assembled in council, and eight
hundred united heads taking thought, and ex-
pressing and testifying the ohurch’s faith,—
Higher still, and we come to anotlier order, an
order representing the elergy of the eity of
Rome, the . most ancient in the world and the
most honored seventy-thrce Cardinals around
the Papal throne—men who have reccived from
the Church of God the extraordinary power to
lay their hands upon the anvointed and to de-
signate the successor of St, Peter. Highest of
all is one man, seated upon his pontifical throne,
the representative, the viceroy of God, holding
the keys, holding the rod of jurisdiction, one
arm governing the whole flock of the Catholic
church, nccording te the word: * There shall
be one fold and one shepherd.”” Above him——
for we must certainly lift up our cyes from
earth, for he is but a mers man—above him
and near himi, standing close to him, upholdiag
him, confirming him in faith, crowning him
wikh supremacy in the church, the great ine-
vitable head—whom the eye of faith alone can
behold in Peter and in Peter's successor—the
Lord Jesus Christ, the true head, the one
great founder, pastor and ruler of the Catholic
church, Mow grand is that order ! how beau-
tiful that harmony ! kow splendid that grada-
tion! from rank to rank, from order to order,
from dignity to dignity, until all are cobcen-
trated upon one man on earth, because that one
man represents the invisible head, the Lord
Jeius Christ. Behald unity —behold the re-
flection of the divinity of God in 1ts ineffible
unity, shining forth in the beauty and in the
harmony of our holy church and our holy reli-
gion. -

The next promise of Jesus Chrjst was-his
own abiding presence with his church; for as
he prayed, “ Father, let themn be one, even a8
thou and I are one,” so0, also did he say, “I
am with you all days; unte the,consummation
of the world I am with you, Take heart,” he
says, ‘“although I leave you, it will be only for
a little time. A little time, and you shall ot
see me, and after a little time you shall sec me,
for I will not leave you always, but I will come
to you again, and I will remain with you and
abide with you all days until the consummation
of the world.” What did he mean 7—0, what
did he mean ?  The man who i3 outside of the .
chureh, aad who denies this glorious sacrament .-
and real presence upon our altar, says He only .
meant that he would remain upon the earth by -
the union of grace in every holy soul—that he
would remain upon' the earth with his- elect, .
guiding them, preserving them from evil, and "
so on. But I ask you: Can this bé the mean-.
ing of the word of Jesus Christ, when he said,
“I am with you?” Was he not always with
his elees from the beginning—with every min
that loves the Lord Jesus Christ, that loves .
God as God, for God islove? And from the |
beginning—from the day that Adam repented |
of his sin, a]l through the four thousand yoars
before ‘the coming of our Lord—everybody.
knows that whoever loved God. was united to-

:God by the bond'of Tove. If he meant nothing
;mora  than:. this—than. *his- présence -by divine -

grace, than his guiding presence with - his-elget.

—there .was n0"necessity ‘for him-to tise: the' .




