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"hat more fitting period for the first issue of o
Citholic paper, could we have chosen, thin during the
Octave of. that' Feast when the Church  celebrates

ith eanticles: of - praise, "and. every demonstration of
joy; the: glorious - Assumption into Heaven of Her
Yio; “on ' éarth, ‘was-found net unworthy to be the
Tothier of the Eternal Son? k
‘Gandeamus omnes in-Domino,diem festum celebrantes.
‘What mote appropriate intro&uctioq to such a pa-
‘per’than the Address of ‘our Beloved! Father, Tius
.I};;",':qun the occasion of his triump‘ix‘;,nt return to
the Eternal City—the City of Saints, and of an'in-
‘numerable army of Martyrs ? .
: ‘."-A'g"CathoIics,‘ let us hope' that this glorious event
ma.ybe an omen of the spcedy return of al} nations to
-the bosom of that tender Mother, who ceases not to
-jeam after ber erring children, and would fain gather
‘them together, © even 25 2 hen gathereth her chickens
* under ber wings® .
' ALLOCUTION OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
. . -PIUS IX. | .
| MADE IN THE SECRET CONSISTOR¥, 20T May, 1850,
E ‘;-"l._ftlgh'efablc,,;Bretfzéfen,—-lf in past ages we have’
lways been able to verify the existence of the ad-
irable Providence with which the most good “and
at God protects the Catholic cause, it is'especial-
in, these latter years that' we have seen!beaming"
‘with:a splendor truly extraordinary, the Divine might
with. which He has ‘promised to assist His Church.
‘even to the consumination of -the world. - The-eptire:
>world' is ‘acquainted with the sad vicissitudi’s which'

have so cruelly afflicted us, at the same time that they:
ive. condemned us to: an éxile of ‘more thanjdxteen
months, and every one sees and feels how bit;tér and
¢ ~deplorable are the conjunctures, in the bosom of which
" 'the.Prince of \Darkness has vented his utmost rage
* - against the Church and this - Apostolic See, in taking:
" for the theatre of his.fury this City itself—the. centre.
" ‘of. Catholic truth—and in thus filling with inexpressi-
" ble grief our soul, yours, and those of all good peo-
ple. Nor yet is any one ignorant how the Just and
merciful Lord who strikes and heals again; who kills
and raises to life again, who brings down to Hell and
~rescues from it, has condescended, by the efficacious
-/ and evident aid of His bounty, to console us in-our
" tribulation ; to receive with propitious and serene
" countenance_the prayers of Ifis Church, to cdlin the

* . horrible tempest let loose by Hell, to snateh the well.
.. beloved.. people, “the subjects. of the Church; -out of:
' “fhe misfortune and. misery under which they were
. groaning, and to reconduct ourself into this. good:
" City; amidst the transports o7 public joy, and the ac-:
" “clammations of the whole’ Catholic world. This is.
"+ why, in addressing you to-day for the first time since
. ourreturn; we bave nothing so much at heart asto
.. render great and immortal thanksgivings to Almighty
" 'God for such mercies; and to pay their merited:ire-
--ward of. praise to those “illustrious nations—to those

‘ ..princ'es;whd-, excited by God hxmseif,. have so weli
- -deserved of us, and this Apostolic Chair, by expend-
ing their treasures, by having recourse to negofia-

* tions angd to arms, in order to protect and defendI the
.‘.Temporhl Power of. the same Ch'mr, and_ toj re-

" gstablishif m.the midst. of 't_he most lgvgly_derI}OIlftl-a-
tions of joy, urder, and public peace, in this City, and
‘jo the Pontifical States. . (o
“ 7 Phe tribute of gratitude-with which our s_:oul‘_og‘vcr-‘
_,‘ﬂd\‘v};, and of praises which!wc owe, appertains,: in tl}g
rst. plice; by just right toiour very dear son-in:

‘ hrist;"

very excellent will and kindness on our behalf. TFor
that nation and its illustrious chief, the President of
the Republic, anticipating our sad.necessitiés, and
those of our Pontificate, and sparing no sacrifice, de~
creed to send its brave generals and soldiers, who, 4t
the-cost of many painful labors, have. vindicated.and
freed this city from the miserable and wretched con-
dition to which it was reduced, and, moreover, have
earnestly struggled to attain all the glory of bringing
us back. In this praise—in this mark of our grati-
tude—we wish also wholly to unite.our very dear son
in Christ, Francis Joseph, Emperor of Ausfria, Apos-
tolic King of Hungary, and most illustrious King of
Bohemia, who, faithful to the piety of his race,and to
his respect for ‘the Chair .of Peter, and employing
with incomparable promptitude and zeal his muck re-
doibted power and all his cares, to defend the Tem-
poral Power of this Apostolic See, has, by means of
bis victorious troops, rescued the Pontifical provinces
from 2n unjust and wretched dowmination—especially
those of milia, Picenum, and Ombria, and has again
subjected them to the legitimate authority of us and
of the Holy See. 'We Lave also the most: powerful
inducements to preserve a very grateful remembrance
of the services which we have received from our Very
dear-daughter in Christ, Maria. Elizabeth, Catholic
Queen of Spain, and from her Government ; for as
you know well, from the moment - she became aware,
.of our misfortunes; she desired nothing more earnestly
than immediately to urge, with an especial zeal, all
Catholic nations to undertake the cause of the com-
‘mon Father of all the faithful, and to.send inmedi-
ately her valiant soldiers to -defend the possessions of
‘the Roman Church. Nor can we either, Venerable
Brethren, omit to make mention here of the excéllent
dispositions entertained towards us by other very illus-
trious princes—by those even whom ne bond aftaches
“to the: Chair of Peter, and who, not having lent us
the assistance of their arms, have not the less devoted
themselves to defend and.enforce our temporal rights,
and those of the Roman Church. Accordingly to
these, likewise, we owe and return our well-deserved
thanks, and we acknowledge the deepest gratitude
for their services, In all this assuredly no one can
refuse an especial admiration for the sovereign pro-
‘vidence of that God who rules and governs all things
with benignity and might, and who, in times so ca-
lamitous and troubled as ours, has known how to dis-
Jose princes even separated from the Roman Chureh,
lo sustain and defend its temporal power—the incon-
testable right whicl the Roman Pontiff, by an espe-
cial desire of the same Divine Providence, has en-
Joyed during so long a succession of ages, so that he
might be able to exercise in full liberty in. the world,
for.the government of the Universal Clureh, divinely
.entrusted -to him,the plenitude of the Apostolic au-
;thority—a riglit which is so necessary to enable him
to accomplish the duties of the Supreme Pontificate,
and. to provide for the salvation of the {old of Christ.
‘We desire also to praise and honor all the personages
who have come to us,and to this Holy Sce, as the
-organs’ and ministers of these princes and of these
nations, and who, in the name of these same princes
and of these same nations, have displayed all their
good will and all their zeal in defending owr person.
before our withdrawal, and have faithfully assisted us
in our exile and our retwn. ‘These wmarks, so great
and numerous, of singular piety, of generous love, of
-rost devoted submission, of boundless . liberality,
which we have; received from -the Catholie world,
have so profoundly touched ws -that we: should  ar-
dently desire to express in this .nssembly our parti-
the town and cities, but even to .cach : of the numer-

-d

¢ ethren,
nd i which have:

rank which you fill in that same Church, bave ne-
glécted nothing to assist us by your counsels and your
labors, in conjunctures so critical and perilous.  And
since, by the great blessing of God, things have $0
changed that we have been able to recover this
Apostolic' See amidst the -acclamations, not only of
this good city, but also of all people, what better can
we do than return, in the humility of our heart, assi-

.duous and immortal thanksgivings to the most merei-

ful God, to the. Liord of Mercies, and te the most
blessed Mother of God, the Immaculate’ Virgin
Mary, to whose all-powerful protection we ascribe
the safety which bas been granted us.

. So far, Venerable Brethren, we have recalled that
which has caused us a sweet satisfaction ;* and, now,
urged ‘on by the duty of our Apostolic ministry, we
must ‘mention what afilicts our heart with profound
disquietude, what fills it with anguish and overwhehms
it. Youknow, Venerable Brethren, what a frightful
and inexorable war is carried on between light and
darkpess, between truth and error, between vice
and virtue, between Christ and Belial ; and*you are
not ignorant by what artifices, and by what seeret
practices men, who are our enemies, labor to attack
and trample under foot the things which appertain to
our most holy religion ; to pluck up by its roots the
germ' of all Clristian virtues ; to propagate every-

thought and life ; to infect and corrupt with perverse
and'mortal errors the hearts and mindg especially of
the incxperienced multitude, and of imprudent youth ;

a thing were possible, utterly to destroy the Catholic
-Church, -and overturn the ‘holy Chair of Peter.
There is no one that does not see with what numer-
‘ous and immense misfortunes, with what calamities,
the YRpver of Darkness, to the grief ‘of our soul, has
broken into and ravaged the flock of Jesus Christ en-
trusted to our care, and even human society itsclf.
Therefore, Venerable Brethren, now more than ever
ought we, and you in conjunction with us, ardently to
apply ourselves, by the intinate union of our minds,
by all vigilance, by all zeal, by every eftort, by-every
word, cvery work, and every example, to raise up a
wall of defence before the house of Israel, and fight
with infrepidity the battle of the Lord. For our-
self, although conscious of our weakness, yet support-
ed by the assistance of God according to the duty of
our-Supreme Apostolic ministry—< propter Sion non
tacibimus, et propter Hicrusalem non quiescemus,”
(Tsuias Ixii. 1.) and constantly raising our eyes to
Jesus the.author and perfector of our faith, we shall
spare neither care nor counsel, nor labois, 1o give
support to the house, to fortify the tempie, to repair
the ruins of the Church, and provide for the salvation
of all—being disposed and prepared very willingly to
offer up our life for the Lord Jesus Christ and Flis
holy - Church.  And here, addressing “ourself to all

-our venerable hrethren, the Bishops of the Catholic:

world, called to share in our solicitude § whilst warin-
ly congratulzting them upon their illustrious labors
for the glory of Ged and the salvation of souls, we
exhort them to the end, that in this horrible war
aguinst our Divine religion, being themselves unani-
mous in the bonds and- the expression of the" same
sentiments; fortified in the Lord, and in the pawer of
his might, takmg in- hand the impregnable shield of
faith, and girding on the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of (?od, they may arise, as they lhave al-
ready done, to-combat Tearlessly in, support’ of “our

‘most holy religion, and with a zeal becoming every day

more ardent, with their pastoral functions; with their

cular:thanks ar'ld commendations, -not oniy to each of peonstancy and prudence, withstand the efforts of

hostilé men, repel their attacks, their fury, defend

ecclestastics an:particular, that; devoting thie
to prayer, filled':with spiritual  fervor;:-‘ant
iety-and safictity; they may-appear
pfa'God)and;‘t‘hcfsal ti !
: o'the %
- sitgle ‘soul utiiting ‘all: thei

ditndersthie direction.

where an. unbridled and impious licentiousness of |

to.overthrow all rights, human and Divine ;and, if such-

‘we embrace all nations and, every .peopie in our Lord, i
so inflames. us that there is nothing which we. desire:

from their snares. and- violence the-flock committed.|
to tiiem, and guide it into the paths'of salvation. -
-{+ . Moreover, we-ask.of our vencrable bretliren ‘that |
vé,| they will:never ceasc to admonish; -exhort, and urge | t

1 good-works ;' and :that, inflamed with zéal

sists'in the observance of the Christian law. Tt
them, therefore, exert every effert to the end that all, " *
detesting the evil, and following the ‘good may walk
in the way of the commandments of God, and that
the misguided, delivered -from the darkness of error
and the corruption of vice, may be converted to the **
“Lord. ' C C

Already, Venerable Brethren, have we communj-
cited to yon the great consolation which was alorded
us in the midst of so many afflictions, when we 'were
informed of. the decrees issued by our very dear son,
Franeis Joseph, Emperor of Anstria, Apostolic King
of Hungary; and King of Bohemia, decrees by which,
following the suggestions of his piety, fulfilling our -
wishes and our requests, and those of our vencrable
brethren, the Bishops of the vast empire, to the -gloryof
his name, and to the joy of all the good, he, in concert
with his ministers, and from the impulses. of an ardent
heart, hasinsured to the Catliolic Chureh in his States
that liberty, which has been so much desired. A
act so great and so wortly of a Catholic prince,
entitles that illustrious emperor and king to the praises-
which we give him in ardently congratulating bim in
in the Lord.  'We cherish the pleasing hope that-that
prince, so religious-in his zeal for the welfare of the
Chureh, wilf, by continving his ‘work and carrying it
out to perfection, complete (he measure of his deserts. *

But whilst we were surrendering: ourselves to this
consolation, we were unexpectedly afllicted with 2
poignant anguish of which we keenly feel the weight
and severity, at seeing how in another Catholic king-
domn the affairs of our most holy Religion arc treated,. -
and the sacred rights of the' Church, and this Holy .
See, trampled under foot. -You know, Venerable - -
Brethren, that we speak of. the subalpine kingdow, .
where, as all know by -private intelligence . and public - .
letters, a law. has been promulgated contrany 4o the’
Jaws of the Church, and to the solemn treaties inade -
with the Apostolic See; and where, not many -days: -
ago, to the great grief of qur heart, the Mustrious.-
Pontiff of Turin, our venerable brother, Luigi Tran-
soni, was torn from his residence by an armed force,
and taken to the citadel, amidst the mourning of- the.
good inbabitants of the city of Turin, and the whole
kingdom. 'We, meanwhile, as the seriousness of the
case and our office, as defender of the vights of the
Church, required, fost no time ‘in appealing to that
(rovernment, through ‘our Cardinal Secretary of Stale,
against the above mentioned law, and against the in--
Jury and violence put in practice in the person of the
illustrious Archbishop. In the aflliction. which fills
our heart we are aonsoled by hoping that these de-
mands will have the desired effect, and we postpone
to another Alocutien, when the time will seem to us
‘opportune,. to treat with you of the ecclesiastical
aflairs of: that kingdom. * . S

We: cannot, also, abstain, through our paternal so- -
licitude , for thies illustrious. Belgian nation, from. ex--
pressing our grief that Catholicism should be now
menaced in that kingdom, hitherto so distinguish- .
ed for its affection tewards the Catholic religion. - ...
But we lope that the most serenc. king, .and all those.. -
who administer the public affairs, constdering, in théir.

“wisdom, how much the Catholic Chureh and dottrines.. .
-contribute to the teiporal; prosperity and tranquillity. -
“of the people, will preserve intact the salutary power,

of the. Clwrck, and will consider as their most impor-" .

tant; duty: the . task of protecting and defending hei:

gacred. prelates and ministers.. - R I

. .Angd forasmuch, as. the A postolic charity in- shich. '+ T

with more ardor.than that: all men should confess; the
Son.of Gad in the unity of . the; Faith,-wé: turn, with i
all the;affection, of. .our: heart toward$ all thosefwho,i:v
eparated. from us, and-entreat.them: in’ the L
le. darkness of: errory: to open-the
thi.and to_take refuge:in: th
irehy and i3




