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in tho same ratio as the pledges given in con-
nection with the epchopﬂ.lPsl.ipend.
The Bishop of Algoma then read
THE EPIPHANY APPEAL,

roferred to a committeo, It wus resolved:

(16) That this appeal be accepted ns the
“(YP““I of the Board, und be printed and cireulat-
ed 18 usual,

The Bishop of Toronto then read
TIE ANNUAL REPORYT OF THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

During the year which has passed since the
triennial meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary held
in Montreal in September, 1842, the number of
branches has increased from 361 10 381, and the
mombership from 9,129 to 9,904, but neither of
these latter figures represent the full number of
mombers, several of the purochial hranches not
having reported their numbers either yeur.

Two provincinl life memberships have been
paid in (850 ench), and ecleven diocesan life
mombership (825 cach) in Toronlo diocese,
sovoral in IHuron dinceses, severdl in Onturio,
and one in Quehee, are reported,

The request of the Board of management of the
Domestic nuwl Foreign Missionary Society for
$ 1,080 for the salary and expenses of Miss Jennic
C. Smith, who ruccceded Miss Sherlock as
medical missionary to Jupan, has heen complied
with, and Miss Smith i now at her post at
Kobo,

Thoe Board also applied to the Woman's
Auxillinry Lo raise wsum  of money fur the
travelling expences of the Bishop  of Algoma,
which was most cheertully given, )

The total number of” bales, ete,, sent out dur-
ing the past yearis 533, with an expenditure for
materisd and  freight  of $3.673.43.  Nei her
Quebec nor Montreal diocese report the meney
spent on their bules, or the sum wonld be nuch
largor,

Pho bajes wero distributed us follows: Algoma,
165; Rupert’s  Laud, 80; Qu'Appello, 30
Calgary, 83; Suskalchowan, G1; Athabasea, 27 ;
Now Westministor,3 ; Muosonee, 35 Mackenzie
River, 2; Nowfoundland, 9; Montreal, 15;
Ontario, 195 Huron, 5; Niagara, 4; Toronto,
18, Totals, Home Missions, 70; Domestic Mis-
sions, 463,

Treasurer’s Report.

Domentie missions........ e $10,9-11 32
Foreigu BT 2771 55
Edueational funds...........oe, 060 H)
Unappropriated.......... eenesmrrr e sans 121 40
Loxponsos...n i, e e Lo02 06

$15,796 83
3,408 33
$10,205 16
Nore —Tho above figures aro somewhat
undor the actualsums recoived. ‘Iho trensurer
only received the annual report of ono diocose a
couplo of days before the Board mecting of the
Woman's Auxilinry ; and as it was all very much
confused, and would take much ealeulating to
straighten out  thoroughly, she could only
succoed in - oblaining part of the information it
contained.
1t was rosolved:

(17) That the Board receive and adopt
the report presented for the past yoear by the
gonoral wecrotary of the Woman's Auxiliary,
and congratulate them cordially on tho steady
increase of tho organization, and the extont and
valuo of the work doue by them in co-oporation
with this Board, and that the report be printed
in the proceodings of this Board,

RBalance in hand........... creenes

No draft of the children's Lonten Letter hav-
ing boon reeccived, it was resolved :

(18) That the Children’s Lenten Letter be reo-
forrod to a committee consisting of the Bishop
of Toronto and Rov., Canon Cayloy to take
action,

THE JAPANESE MISSIONARY.

It was resolved :

(19) that the travelling expenses of Masazo
Kakuzen, deacon, to Japan, be paid.

INSTRUCTIONS TO DIOCESAN SECRETARIES,

No report having been received from the
commiltee in re instruction to diocesan secre-
taries, it was resolved :

(20) That the secretary be requested to draw
up such instructions, and submit the same to
the next session of the Board.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

No financial statement having been received
from thoe treasurer, it was resolved :

(21) That the members of the board feel con-
strzined to place on record the exprossion of
their doep regret that no financial statement
has been furnished by the treasurer to assist
them in thewrappropriations during the present
session.

It was resolved

(22) That the unappropriated funds now in
the hands of the treasurer be divided among the
samo objects und in the same ratio resolved upon
at the Inst meeting, and that the ratio be print-
cdin the draft of minutes to be communicated
by the members of the Bourd.

CURRENT EXPENSES,
~ 11 was resolved ;

(23) That o grant of $100 be made to the
general seeretary on account of expenses, and
$150 a8 an honorarium,

THE ANNUAL REPORT,

1t wan resolved

(24) That the subject of the annual report re-
quired by By law VL be referred toa commnittee
to be eompused of the Toronto and Niagara
members of this Board and the general sec-
retary.

PROPORTIONATE AND SYSTEMATIC QIVING,

It was resolved :

(25) That this Board wdlvise the secrotary
on all occasions, oven when not advoeating
directly the cause of Domestic and Foreign
Missions, to inculeate the need of proportionate
and systomatic giving, and at all times to teach
that one clief cause of deticient support to the
Domestie and Foreign Missions is the non-re-
cognition of this principle as an  absolute
necessity, and of the blessing attending those
who practise it.  And that this resolution be
printed in tho magazine.

The Board then adjourned,

“SERMONS."

(A Paper Read before a Clerical Conference held
at St. Stephen, N.B., September 28th,
1893, by the Ten. Archdeacon
Brigstocke. D.D.)

(Punnisned vy ReQuesT oF THE CONFERENCE.)

The subject of Sermons, to which I have now
the pleasure of drawing your attention, brings
us Lo consider one of the weightiost, most re-
ponsible and important functions of the Chris-
tian ministry ; and, as I believe, ono of the most
powerful engines in the spiritual warfore for
pulling down the strongholds of Sutan, I
thoretore think that T cannot do better at the
outsot than enlarge somewhat on this aspect of
my subject, 1 adopt this course from a con-
viction that in tho matter of sermons we en-
counter one of the dangers to which we are ox-
posed in our ministry, I horein refer to the
fact that sormons are not in our day what they

were in days that are past. The timo wus
when sermons wore everything,—when preach-
ing was considored almost the only oceupation

of the Pastor, and the one great function of the
ministry. From being idolized, they have come
to be severely criticized, and not seldom pro-
nounced dull and monotonous, * It is,” say
some, ‘° the same thing over and over again,”
and some think it cannot be otherwise; so it
comes to pass that sermons are only just tol-
erated, and therefore ceuse to ba effective.

From the excessive activity of the present
day, and the abounding engagements into which
the clergy think it necessary to enter, reducing
their lives oftentimes to what has not been in-
aptly described as ‘““holy fuss,” there is increas-
ing difficulty to find time for the due prepara-
tion of sermons which shall command attention
in this intellectual and critienl age. So we fear
that there may be some truth ip & rather gen-
eral complaint about the decline of the Pulpit.
This is a serious matter, for, as I think it is,
only another way of intimating the decline of
the Christian ministry,

In considering Preaching as a function of the
ministry, [ would first of all remind you of
what we are taught on the subject in the Pas-
toral Fpistles,  St. Paul, whom we may f'ustly
style the great Preaching Apostle, gives the ox-
hortation, “ Preach the Word,” with great sol-
emuity, by prefacing it with the words, [
chargo thee before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and dead at
His appearing, and 1lis Kingdom." It is diffi-
cult to see how the Apostie could have placed
sermons in a more important and responsible
light, We are charged as there standing in the
immediate presonce of God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who shall be our Judge when He comes
again, to preach the Word. But lot us go fur-
ther back in the history of the Christian minis-
try, and sco whatis thore told us of the office of
preaching ! Our attention is hore called to the
tuct that Jesus Christ prenched everywhere.
Next, when He chose twelve disciples, to be
Apostles, it was that they might go and preach
the coming of His Kingdom, /igain, our Lord
chose seventy to go before IIis face, and so pre-
pare Ilis way by preaching. And lastly He
gave His Apostles this solemn (harge, “Go yo
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature” How Ilis Apostles under-
stood that charge we kknow from the Actsof the
Apostles,  “They went forth, preaching evory-
where, the Lord working with them and con-
firming the Word with signs fillowing,” We
sec then very distinetly that Jewus Christ chose
this method of extending the knowledge of
Himself throughout the world. Many other
methods were no doubt opentc Him, but He
deliberately sclected this one, and ordained that
s Message of truth and love was to be de-
livered to the world by means of His duly ap-
pointed messengoers. It is then juite clear that,
in the early days of Christianity, Preaching
held by Divine appointment a firemost place in
the work of the ministry. But was it to con-
tinue so? In making reply, it raight be enough
to point out that, as that methol was Divinely
ordained, and no intimation given that it was
to bo ever superseded, we may with all cer-
Lainty conclude that it was to form a perman-
ent function of the ministry. But perhaps to
dispose of the question in that way would hardly
be answering it.

The conditions of the Church’s life and work
aro so different to what they were, that it is, I
believe, assumed that in respect of sermons the
work of the Christian ministry is somewhat
altered. In the first ages preaching was the
only means of commuunicating the knowledge of
tho Truth. DBooks, or rather writings, were
scarce, and but few could read them. There
was then an obvious necessity for ministers to
be first and chiefly Preachors, If the philoso-
phers at Athens, or the inhabitants of Corinth,
Fphesus or Philippi were to hear the Gospel, a
Preacher must go amongst them, So, it will be
readily admitted, is it still thecase with respect
10 the establishment of Christianity in what we



