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GROWTH OF THE CHURCH.

RY THE ARCHEISBHOP oF CANTERBURY,

(4 Sermon preached at the Consecration of Truro
Cathedral, on Thursday, November 3, 1887.)

—

Continued.

She sees how Roman unity has failed, im-
posing one pattern ofall things, from dogma o
vestment, if failure it be to bave rendered in
the most glorious countries of Earope, not her-
geif only, but the name of Chureh, a byword

~anreng balf the intelligent men, It is for the
Anglican communion in the power of its own
unity to rear on the earth colomil" chufches,
native churches, national churches (in somein.
stances embracing many races) like berself, yet
different. Churches which shall weave for
Cbrist the local life, the natural genius, the
hereditary sentiment, into the framework and
geiting of ritual, hymn, or article, as they have
been inwoven in our own nation-Church; and

to be ready with tender helpful, reverent hands
to succour Churches which bave felt the *‘ ruins
of time,” yet are living witnesses to what was
before the gresat msurpation. It is diffienlt to
conceive that any event should restrain the
power committed to the English Church which
for the past half-century has worked such vast
changer, and has bulore it still & thousand pro-
blems of the game kind as in the past, the snlu-
tion of every one of which would be a contriba-
tion to this real unity. It would be wasting
words to speak of such an interruption as he
who speaks belioves not to be impending—a
greater break in history, a more irrational over-
throw of politics, a8 oppnsed to party tactics,
than the records of any civilised State can show
—a mere disaster to thought, to learning, to the
orgnaoisution of life, to philanthrophy, to liberty;
and to rpeak of it at & time when signs point to
the new establishing of churches elsewhere.
But a eelf-inflicted fear of it, timorous compro-
mises made, such concessions offered as by
themselves wonld be felt to be unwise or cramp-
ing, unmotived except by the motive power of
alarm, muy easily have a more dapgerous and
mortal effect than the supposed event ever
could. For even an attempt to reslise the
eveut would recall failing beart and strength ;
but precipitate nervousness would, fragment by
fragment, partition away both resources and
reserved, and palsy our powers. A dichouour-
ed, apologetic Church would be worse than an
oppressed one. Strong cnemies are better to
us than weak friends. They show us our weak

oints. Reforms, real, on true principles, we
do not fear. Wo have courted them, plunned
them, laboured for them, and not seldom been
denied them. Bat it is no reformation which,
under atiractive nmames, would persnade our
weaker spirits gradually to do what no force
could— picce by piece dirable and discrown our
mother. Thesigns of a true reform are always
an advance of rational liberty, added strengtb
in council, and an increase of resources. But
there are always afloat friendly proposals under
thut name, which offer none of those substan-
tial things ; more ventures to propitiate enmity,
wilhout considering that the front muost always
remain most expo: ed, howover far wo withdraw
that front, apd that to save positions of fore.
most service you cannot dennde them of the re-
sources of serviccableness. It may claim 10 be
something better, but it is certainly something
else thun reform, which, with utmost reverence
of tone, smecps away the venerable; asks you
to secure yoursalt' a place in history by expung-
ing the history of the past, and by stinting the
futore, and using up the past to consuli—eeco-
nomy. It reverses the first Emperor's boast,
aod leaves 1lie Church brick which it found
marble, It would combine ard reslise in one
devot.d communivn all the alleged inconve-

niences of establishment and all the evils'of o
disestablished Cburch. Meantime the horiz_on
glows with dawning work. 'As a Church we

bave with all energy to reinforce dinceses which
are part and parcel of our owu Chanrch, We
have besides to stand by a sister Chnreh whieh
is a8 identifiel sr wa are with our State. W¢
have to assert the honest ¢claim to our own pos-
sessions; if it were to be denied, not to de=pair,
but (while selfishness awaits its own doom
through forces which it would not cnrb from
injustice) to see what unselfi-hness can do to
moro than restore the years which the canker
worm had eaten. We bave to secure to our
courts Christian & more indirputably religiou-
basis, but that we may deserve ihis right of
oun1s, we must raise our own standards of reve-
rence for the law and of obedierce to it. We
have to secure a firmer religious basis for eda-
eation, but that this may be conceded, we must
show by our own jealous use of catechising. and
of every hour allowed for religioun instructino.
what we mean by calling that subject “‘vital”
We have to secure to pastorate and to patron
age real safegnards against scandal; but thal
there may be granted from without, we from
within must still exterd the derpening sense o'
responribility in exercizing both. We have t«
make the respongibility of wage giving felt by
thore who hold certain classes of the poor in
their grasp ; to make fuller provision for the
childhood, the old age. and the fresh start i
life of the very poor But the Church has al-o
to induce her men of wealth to live simpler, lea
lnxurions lives ; to employ means, not to waste
them ; to know their calling as individuals to
lift thore individual lives which struggle so to
be lives at all close beside them. Wa have to
make home poesible for the homeless, to shield
the intolerably tempted, and to face the vice o'
every rank. Bat before conscience will let us
carry this through,we Christians have to purify
ourselves even as our Christ is pure. When we
bave to found (as fourd we must) new organi-
zations, new institutions, as populations spring
snd multiply, I wounld esay let us really found.
Be founders in fact as well as in name—not re
divide and balance, mince and minimise, the
portion our fathers gave, but, as the wealth of
Eogland grows and creates new classes, and
turns fortunes over every year, let us do what
our fathers did #nd meet new needs with our
new powers. Wohave to protect—our position
in the world makes it imperative for us to pro-
tect uncivilised continents against civilised vice
—to deliver the Gospel to every creature, to
plant Apostolic Churches on every shoro, and to
renew the loving allinnces with the nations
which the Roman unity ended by disintegrating.
There are n part of the works which awuit
the Church’s time. Works for mauy brains and
hunds, many lives and deaths. And wo havoe
not now the troops and regiments for such cam-
paigne; we stand shrinking from the vast broth-
erhoods and sisterboods which ulone can contest
the field. We are afraid of the only compotent
meuns—even if they be most primitive—because
Rome has once touched them. So long as that
is our case, of courre the rpell of Rome is over
us still. From other spiritual helps we turn,
simply because other Christinns find them help:
ful. Again, we complain of ourselves for want
,of enthusiasm, but as soon as an cnthusiastic
.institution appears among us we are still moru
afraid, and run for the fire-engines. ** Respon-
I-deie natalibus” wus the cry of Cyprian t tho
;Church of Carthage—* Rise tvo your birth-
irights.””  How it would ring from hix lips to-
day if he saw the Bishop of un unbroken line,
.in presence of the Ruyulty of Engluand, receive
and offer his Church material and his Church

spiritual in one offering before tho Iling of

kinge, and knaw all that iz neoded outsidue.
& Respondete natalibus” would noy he echo the
word o you—that old second Bishop of the
newly united dioceses—who, held by the hands
of Edwurd the Confesgor and Queen Edith, paced
up the fresh-built cathedral church of Exeter

and received it as their gift? Would he not..
suy, rejoicing that the Charch in Cornwall is
her own again, ** Rise to your birthright "—
your Bnglish, Catholic, Apostolic, Christ-given
birthright—bhelp, comfort, strengthen, revive,
found? As for enemies, it is far simpler to
cenvert them than to conciliate them. By la.
bour, by prayer, by lovs you may eonvart. But
ty temporai tremblings you never will concil-

1.t+. - Men of Coarnwall, vou know what your

-atheliral hesto do with all this. These things
are the cathedral. In granite rock ihat will
iast through time, in height, in mystery,in
lizht and eolour, and shadows, and munxie, en-
shrioing mysteries invisible, the cathedral aym-
bulises and centres the caim, strong forces of
the kingdom of God. Beneath these rcofs,
amoog these pillars, the form of those energies
scem to gather and move restfully like angels.
More yot. You are never woiry of saying
hat the discipline of the Church is weak. You
-ay thatgovernors ought to govern more strang.-
ly. Ave you as earnest as vou are right 7 Well,
translate the word cathedral church literully
and you have the ‘ throne church "—emblem
and seat of juridiction. Tt de lares the unity
of your orvanization. YWhen men anciently
made schiams it was said of them not only that
they set up *“ altar against altar,” but * throne
azainst throne.” You never say so now. You
have weakened the thrones until you almost
teel you would do well to strengthen them
again. ¥et again you fancy their strength
would meun dexpotism. No. For when the
thronos were strong the people were strong.
The chief organiser of early episcopacy told
the pecple that they must take rule when their
Bishop failed—that they must put away the
taithless Bishop and seek another. Stand, then,
we will say, with all thy promise about thee,
new-born church. Thou art rich to-day in the
beatitudes of poverty, of purity, of meckness,
Stand until thou be made rich by riches of
Gud's giving ; until thy people sce God; until
thou inherit thy land. Poor, yot m:king many
rich, #tand that the worn, the dreary, the dounbt-
ful may have comfort of thee. Stund thatla-
bourers in difficult places may in plan and deci-
sion have comfort of thee. Stand, and in the
namo of thy own mission saint, Henry Martyn,
move men to go forth from his baptisterv 1o
texch and to baptize. Then He who caused thee
Lo rise to the worship of His glory will provide
the glorious worrhip within thee as He has
provided thee—the stainless child of fiee gifts;
not one coin wrung from superstition or oppres-
sion, yet rich in the countless bronze .f the
poor as in the gold and ornaments and furni-
ture of the rich, and of the faithful women,
For thou art built in faith. Not firat ofself
have thy people thrught, and then of their
taith. The pluce of the Word and of sacraments,
a home for prayer, eounsel, mission; this thon
art, first of all things, a sanctoary ; and the
blexsing of fuith witl be thine The Author and
Finisher of the Faith i: with thee ; His death
treasure and His life thy life. Tho people who
founded the houre for God first, will find God
finish the house for them—a prophecy of their
¢oming to that first and lsst eanctuary which -
the Liord built and not man. In due season we
shall rexp—for I'e wiil not Jet us faint.

CHRIST AND THE SACRAMENTS,

Wo rightly regard the doctrine of the Atone-
ment, which is tho grand result of the Incar-
nation, ag the centre of the Christian system j
yet, as has often been ob<erved, and n t unfre-
gquently with an unfriendly intention, Christ’s:
re’crences to it are compuaratively meagre. It
appuirs to be Ilis aim to fix firmly the iaith of
His followers in His Person, and, having done
this, 10 leave the just dednctions from His acts
and sufferings to be made by His appointed
tesehers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.:
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