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Pcter Monk, the admiral of Denmark; Stephen Brahe,
captain of Eslinburg [perhiaps a relative of Tycho ?]; Braid
Ransome Maugaret ; Nicholaus Theophilus, Doctor of Laws;
Henry Goolister, captain of Bocastle ; William Vanderwent ;
and some others.  Ior this banquet, * maid in Thomas Ait-
chinsoune, master of the cunyie-house lugeing,’ it was order-
ed * that the thesaurer caus by and lay in foure punsheons
wync; John Borthuik baxter to get four bunnis of bier, with
foure gang of aill, and to furncis breid; Henry Charteris
and Roger Macnacht to caus hing the hous with tapestrie,
set the burdis, furmis, chandleris [candiesticks), and get
flowris ; George Carketill and Rychert Doby to provyde
the cupbuirds and men to keep thame; and my I.ord Pro-
vost was content to provyde napric and twa dozen greit
veschell, and to avance anc hunder pund or mair, as thaisall
haif a do.

In the latter days of the Mint as an active establishment,
the coining-house was in the ground-floor of the building,
on the northside of the court; in the adjoining house, on
the cast side was the finishing-house, where the money was
polished and fitted for circulation. The chief instruments
used in coining were a hammer and stecl dies, upon which
the device was engraved. The metal being previously pre-
pared of the fineness and thickness, was cut into longitudinal
slips ; and a square piece being cut from the slip, it was
afterwards rounded and adjusted to the weight of the money
to bc made, The blank pieces of metal were then placed
between two dics, and the upper one was struck with a ham-
mer. After the Restoration, another method was introduced
~—that of the mill and screw—which, modified by many
improvements, is still in use. At the Union, the ceremony
of destroying the dies of the Scottish coinage took place
in the Mint. After being heated red-hot in a furnace, they
were defaced by three impressions of a broad-faced punci—
which were of course visible on the dics as long as they



