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COINS 0F SIA'M.

lIV SIR JOIIN POWRING, F.R.S.

ONEY that circulates in Siarn consists princi-
pally of silvcr lica/s or bals of the value of 2. 6d.
sterling, with snmallcr coins, constituting its sub-
divisions, Thli coin is an irregular bail, but lias

twoô impressions, made by blows, bearing the King's mark.
Thcrc is a double tical-a hiaif tical, caill soug-s<hîg-a
quarter tical, the sa/.'wg-and the hialf sa/tmg, or fitatg-,
whicci represcints 1200 cowmics. Thcsc sieils arc gencrally
cmploycd for the sniall purchases of thc people, about iooof
thcm rcprcsenting afarthing. Thcyarc collectcdontlîc Siam-
esc coast. Pallcgoix says, that for a fitang- (lcss than .4d.)
fifty or sixty varicties of vegetables rnay bc purchased in
the public markets. Four ticals make the Siamesc ounce
-20 ounces the catty, or Siamese pound cf silvcr. The lar-
ger amlounts arc rcckoncd in pounds of silver, of wbich the
sterling value is about io/. Gold coins rcscmbling thc sul-
ver in forin and sizc, arc issucd, but in snîall quanties.
Coppcr coins arc issucd by individuals in thc provinces;
and stanîpcd glass, or cilamcl bcaring inscriptions, is also
used as a circulating rnediuni. The Goveranent issues pro-
mnissory notes of various amounts, even te one-ciglit of
tical. Thicy do net %ceni cxtcnsively current, and, I bclicve,
have not cxpcrienced any depreciation.

'To have a thing is littie, if you'rc net allowcd to show it
and te know a thing is nothing unless ethers know you
knowv it."-Loi-d Neat'cs.

" It is more easy te write about mioney than te obtain it;
and those wbo gain it jcst much at those wvho only knowv
how to write about it."


