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COINS OF SIAM.
BY SIR JOHN BOWRING, F.R.S,

ONEY that circulates in Siam consists princi-
pally. of silver ticals or bats of the valuc of 25, 6d.
sterling, with smaller coins, constituting its sub-
divisions. The coin is an irregular ball, but has

two impressions, made by blows, bearing the King's mark.

There is a double tical—a half tical, called song-salung—a

quarter tical, the salwng—and the half salung, or fuang,

which represents 1200 cowrics.  These shells are gencraily
employed for the small purchases of the people, about 1000f
them representing a farthing.,  Theyare collectedonthe Siam-

esccoast. Pallegoix says, that for a frang (less than 44.)

fifty or sixty varictics of vegetables may be purchased in

the public markets. TFour ticals make the Siamese ounce

—20 ounces the catty, or Siamese pound of silver. The lar-

ger amounts are reckoned in pounds of silver, of which the

sterling valuc is about 10/,  Gold coins resembling the sil-
ver in form and size, are issued, but in small quanties.

Copper coins arc issucd by individuals in the provinces;

and stamped glass, or enamel bearing inscriptions, is also

used as a circulating medium.  The Government issues pro-

missory notes of various amounts, cven to onc-cight of a

tical. They do not scem extensively current, and, I believe,

have not experienced any depreciation.

“ To have a thing is little, if you're not allowed toshow it ;
and to know a thing is nothing unless cthers know you
know it."—Lord Necaves.

“ It is morc casy to writc about money than to obtain it ;
and those who gain it jest much at those who only know
how to write about it.”



