. CANADIAN ILL

THE FALL OF SEDAN,
VICTOR REso's ,\L_l(:.\'ll-‘!(‘K.\“l‘ f‘l-:ﬁ’}!ll"l‘\ﬂ.\‘ OF
THE OVKERWHELMING OF THE FREN\.’II.»

. The second volume of Victor Hago's ** His-
tory of a Crime™ appeared at Paris on the 14th
ult, Itods divided into - three parts as fol-
{OWR 1-—
Third day-The Massaere.
Fourth Day—The Vietory.
- Conelasion. - The Fall.

In accordanee with our eustom of giving our
eaders the first taste of all literary novelties ns
they  appear, we taake room ta-day for this
splendid paper, to the exelnsion of much other
tnatter.

1

I was returning from my fonrth exile—a Bel-
aian exile, which is not mueh. 1t was during
the latter daysof September, 1871, Lentered
France by the Luxembourg frontier. 1 fell asleep
in the milway carriage. Suddenly 1 was aroused
by the joit of u stoppage. 1 apened my eyes.
The train had stopped in the midst of 4 ¢harr-
ing couutry, ] was interrupted in a half hour's
sleep 1y ideas, indistinet and stoaying, floated
half dreamingly between the reality and myself.
It was the vague bewilderment of awaking. A
clear stream tlowed beside the mailway around a
gay and vendant island. The venlure was so
thick that the ripplesof the stream on reaching
it sank into it and disippeared.  The river flow-
ed across a vallex which seemed to bea deep
ganlen.  There were apple trees there which re-
calied thoughts of Eve and willows which made
eone dream of Galatea,

Itwas, ns 1 have said, in one of these equi-
nectial wonths when one feels the charm of the
dving season.  Ifitis winter which is going out
we hear the song of approaching spring 1 if it is
summer which s departing we see on the horizon
a vague smils, which is antumn. .

The wind ceased and harmonired all those
Lappy sounds whick make up the hum one bears
ou plains.  The tinkling of bells seemed to Iull
the hum of the bews:the last batterflies found
themselves with the first bunches of grapws.
This period of the year combines the jov of liv-
ing siill with the unconseious melancholy of ap-
proaching death.  The sweetness of the sun was
bevond deseription.  Fine fields eus up with fur-
raws and detted with cottages of hanest peas.
ants; under the trees the grass covered with a
shadow ; the lowing of catle, 85 in Virgil, and
the smioke of hamlets enlivened by rays of sun-
bght—suek wax the easesable.  Distant anvils
were hennd ringing—the rhythm of teil in ua-
ture’s harmoeny. 1 Jistened 1 1 meditated” cou-
fusedly. The valley was admirable and tranquil ;
tiwe hlne sky seemedd placed upon a lovely: circle
of stall hills.  The voires of binds were-in the
distance, and quite. near me the voices of ehil-
dren, Hie two songs of angels miagled together.
Anuniversal elearnsss surroanded me ; all this
gracs and all this grawdeur put an‘anror-in my
sonl,

All af onee 2 passenger avked :—** What place
this "
Anether answersd (¢ Sedan!”
{ trembled.  This yaradise was a sepulchoe.
Tlecksd aroundt me. The valley was round
znd hollow, like the boitom of a crater.  The
stream was quite . fortious and resemwhlal a ser-
peut; the ligh . hillecks ranged one Lehind
another, surrounded this mysterious place, like
a triple row of inexorable walls. “Once there,
ouginust stay init.  That made one think of the
cireus. . An unspeakably disquoieting  verdure,
which had the appearance of a prolongation of
the Black Forest, ovetran: all the heights ‘and
breame lostin the horizen, like an immense
impenetrable snare, The sun shone, the birds
sang, the wagroners passed along whistling ;
there wire sheep, lambs apd pigeons here and
there 1 the  leaves trembled and  whispered
among themselves ; the grass——that grassso thick
—was full of flowers., It was dreadfal; '
Jt seemed {0 me that [ saw trembling on that

1«

valley the glitter of the angel's swonl, That
word ** Sedan’ hasd been like a torn veil. : ‘The

landscape had become suddenly tragie. These
indistivet eves which the bark - desigus on the
trunks of trees are looking. at--What 't Some-
thing terrible and vanished. ‘

Thete it was; in_fact, and at the time I passed
thraugh thirteen months all but a few days had
clapsed. 1t was there that the monstrous crime
of the Second of December ‘had come to end its
career, - \What a formidable ‘wreek'' The dark
itineraries of fate canmnot  be studied- without a
strong palpitating of the heart. ™~ =

On the 318t of Aﬁgus‘t,\lli'io," an army found

itself reunited “and nassed under the walls of
Sedan, in a place called the hollow of Givenne.

This army -was 8 French army—twenty-nine
brigrades, filteew: divisions,  four army corps— ¢

90,000 men.. Thisarmy wes in this place without
knowing why, without erder, withont object,
el mell-—a -heap of men thrown there as if for
the purpose of being seized by an immense hand.
This army had . not, or seemed not to hiave, for
the moment, any iuimedinte uneasiness, It was
knawn, or believed to be known, that the enemy
was fur olf. - Caleulating the day's march at
four ledagues’s day, the encmy wus distant three
days’ march. . However, towards evening, the
chiefs made cerlain wise strategical dispositions.
"The -army rested in- the rear on Sedan and the
- Meuse ; it was protected. by two lines. of battle,
““une, consisting of the Seventh corps, extended

- from Floing ty Givoune, the ather, comprising

the Twellth corps; extended  from
Bazelles, forming a trinngle of which the - Metise
wax the hypothenuse,

The Twelfth corps,: composed -of three divi-
sions-Lacretelle's, - Lartigue's, and  Wolll's--

Civonne to’

ranged-in a straight line, with the avtillery et

ween the brigades, was a veritable barrier, hav-
ing at its extremities Bazeilles and Givonne nmd
its centre’ Daigny.. The two divisious of Petit
and Lhdéritier, massed in the rear on’two lines,
formed the: supports” of this barrier.. General
Lebrun (:ommm\&ml the Twel{th corps. ,

The Seventh corps, commanded hy Genernl
Douay, had only twe divisions, those of Dumont
and Guibert, and formeld the other frant, vover-
ing the army from Givoune to Floing on the
side of Hly.  This frout was relatively weak,
too much exposed from: the side of Givonune and
protected only on the side of the Meuse by the
two cavalry divisions of Marauerite aud: Bonue-
mains and by the brigade of (fuvomar formed in
square - aml  resting on’ Floing. ~ Within  this
triangle camped the Fifth corpy, commansded by
General Wimpfen, and the First corps, com-
manded by General Duerot.  The cavalry divi-
sion of Michel covered the First corps on the
side of Daigny ; the Fifth had its back to Seday.
Pour divisions disposed sach. on two lines—
Lheritier's, tirandchamps’, Goze's and Conseil.
Duménil's—formed a sort of horse-shoe turned
toward Sedan and conuecting the first line of
battle with the second.  The cavalry division
of Amdil and the brigade of Fontauges acted as
a reserve for these four divisions. Al the
artillery was in the two lines of battle. Two
portions of the army were misplaced, one to the
right of Sedan, Wwvond Balun, the other to the
lett toward Iges. Bevond Balan was Vassoigue's
division and Rebeul’s brigade ; toward Iges were
the two cavalry divisions of Marguerite and
Bonunemains.

Those dispositions indieated a ferling of pro.
found seeunty.  For that matter the Emperor
Napoleon 111 wonld not have gone there if he
bad not felt perfectly safe. This holl w of
Givonue is. what Napeleon 1. valled a basin
and what Admiral Ven Tromp called a pat de
chambre.  There could be no packing so com.
plete.  An sarmy there is so much at homwe that
it is too much s ; it runs the risk of not being
able to get out.  This was the fesling of some
valiaut aud prudent chiefs sach as Wimpfen,
bnt it was net listened to.  “* At the warst,”
saiil the people who surrounded the Fuiperor,
*‘we are always sure of being able to gmiin
Meziéres and, 1u case of dire extremity, the
Belgian froutier.”  But was it nccessary 1o
provide for such extreme contingenecirs 1 In cer-
tain cases to foresee is nearly to offend. Al
were of one mind, then, in feeling at ease.

1f there had been any uneasiness the bridges
over the Meuse would have been ¢ur, but this
was not even thonght of - Why should it e
done } The eneimy wus faraway, The Fmperor,
who was well informed, atliemed the fuct.

The arny bivouacked in a somewhat pellomell
fashion, as we have said, aud slepe rranquilly
daring that night of the 31st of Augnst, having

in any esent, or thinking it had, ftsretrut on
Mezivres open bebiind it. The most arlinary
precantions were disdained. - No cavalry mevan.
naissatsees were miade ; nogramd gnards even
were placed.. So savs a. Cerman writer. They
were separated from the German ariny by at
least fourtevnu leagues, three days® march. It
was bot known exactly where it was, it was be.
leved to be scattersd, adhering bndiy together,
badly informed, directed somewhat on chanee
toward several ohjectiva points at the sane time
and incapable of a eanverging movement on a
single point like Sedav,
known that the Prines of Saxony was marching
on Chalons and that the Prince of Prussia wasz
marching on Metz, " Everything conueted with
this army. was ignored——its chiefs, its plan, its
armament, its eflective strength. Did it siill
follow the strategy of - Guatavas Adolphus ¢
Were its tactics those of Frederiek 11 1. Tt wag
not -known. Tt was certainn the French woull
be jna few weeks more in Berlin, " Bal ! The
Prussian army.
dreans and this army as a phantowm.” .
During thir same night, while: the Freneh
army slept, this is: what was doné." :

T

1t was bl,’ﬁu\'t—d‘ to- be

This war was spoken of as a.

At a quarter to two in the morning, at the

Mouzon hendguarters, the Prince Royal, Albert
of Saxony,” put”the army -of  the . Meuse in
motian, - The Royal Guard were at ance: under

aruid, and twe divisions took up .the march—:

the one on’ Villers Cernay, by Facumnbre and
Fouru-aux-Bois, “the. other ‘on Francheval, by

Suchy and Fowm-Saint-Remy. Theartillery of.

the Guard followed. .

CAtthe vame instant the Twelfth Saxon corps.
sprang to arms, ‘and, taking ihe - high road ta
t{xe south of - Douzy, skirted Lamecourt and

marched -on:la Moneelle: the First. Bavarian

eurps matehed on’ Bazeilles, supported: nt.

itauillyssnr-Meuse: by an - artillery  division of
the Third corps. . The other division  of the
Fourth corps paksed. the Meusé at Monzon and
wag massed in reserve at Mairy, on. the right
bauk. The three eolnmns held their positions,
overlapping cach other, The order was given
to the mdvanend goard not to ‘eommence any
offensive movement before five g'clock, nnd to
oceupy sitently Fouru-aux-Boiy, Foura-Saint-
Remy amd the Douay..: They' had; left - their
knapsacks with the baggage waggons. Tlie trains
did not move. "The Saxon 'riuce was ou horse-.
buck an tha livight of Ablimont,’

At-the same hour, at the hewdquarters of

Chémery, Blumenthal made the Wurtembnrg

division throw n bridge ever the Meuse. - The
Fleventh ~corps broke camp before d_n_vhghl,
crossed the Meise at - Virgne-sur-Bois,  The
artillery followed and commanded the road fram
Virgne to Sedan.  The Wurtembuary - division
gunrded . the bridge they had made and com-
manded the rond from: Sedan to Mézieres, At
five o'vlock the Second Bavarian corps, artillery
to the front, took one of its divisions aml
Lrought it Ly Bulson to Frénois; the ather
division passed by Noven formed bofore Sindan,
between Frénoix and Wadelineourt, Fhe reserve
artillery was massed in 7 battery on the heights
of the right bauk of the river before Douchery.

At the sume moment “the Sixth divixion of
cavalry: started from Mazery, and; going by
Rolzicourt,  reached the Mouse at” Filzw ;- the
Second eavalry division” left its cantonment
and took up position an the xouth of Bontan-
court:  the Fourth eavalry division took its stand
on the south  of Frenois; the First Bm’x\ripn
corps” installed itself ot Rémilly; the  Fitth
cavalry. division anid the Sixth eorps were placed
to observe, and all, in loe and in order, massed
on the heiglits waited the coming of the dawn.
The Prussian Prinee was in the siddle on the
hill of Frénois,

At thesame time all along the horizon other
similar movements taok - place from all asidés,
The high hills were suddeniy held by ‘an im-
mense black semy, Not a ery of counnund,
Two hondred and fifty thousand men came in
silence to make s cirele around the basin of
Givonne,

And this was the cirele: -+

The Bavaraos, right wing, at Bazeilles on
the Meuse; near the Bavarians the Saxons at la
Mucelle and at Thaigny ; in front of Givenne
the Royal Gnard; the Fifth corps at  Saiut-
Menges: the Second corps at Flaigueux; on the
bend of the Mense, between Saint-Monges and
Donchery, the Wartemburgers: Count Stol-
beryg and his cavalry at Doncherv: on the fiout
before Sedan, the Secound Bavarian army.

Al this hned shaped itsell in spectral fashion,

the woads, the mvines, and the valleys.
march tortuous anil siuister - the lengthening
out of reptiles.

Searcely conld a murmur te heant under the
dense feaves of the trees.  The silent battle
swarmed in’ the shadows, waiting for the day.

The Freach anmy slept.

Allat oner it awakened,

It wag prisoner, -

The sun arose, splendid from the side of God:
terribde from the side of man. :

v

L=t us fix the situation,

The Germans bave “numbers o+ their sie,
They are three, perhaps four,. against one.
They avow 250,000 men, but it is certain that
their front of “attack was over-eighteen miles
iong. - They have position; they crown the
heights 1 they ill the forests ;“ they are covered
by all these steeps, they are masked by il this
shadow 1 they have ! le” artilliry,

incomparable
The French army is iu a basin, almest without
artillery and without wunitions, siark naked
under shot aud shelll " The. Gertnans have on
their stde an mmbuseade, the French on theirs
heroism alone,  To dic is beautifal, but to sur-
prise is good. L ‘ ‘

A surprise, that was this feat of srma,

I3 this good wart. Yes, but if thix is good war
what iy bad ! o )

The same thing ?
CThat said, the battle of Sedan is regounted,

We'would wish to halt thers, but we ¢innot.
‘Na matter what the horror of the historian, his-
tory iz a duty, and that duty 'maost be fulfilled,
There s no wore “imperative desceut than this
—to tell the truth,
the bottom, | Tt is niecorsary,
is eondemued to justice.

The battle of Sedan s orore than

The justice doer
a” battle

premeditation of “ destiny. - Destiny - hastens
it. It lets pass the Years, but at the moment
whier Jeast we ddream of it it appears.” Sedan was
fate unexpeeted. - From time 1o time'in history
‘the divine logic makes wsorties. Sedan was one
of these sorties, . oo, 0 0b T G
“The 15t of Ssptembar, then, at five in the

and the French armyunder the. thunder;

V.

tikes fire;.d with. a furnaece; - Al
the hotizon _ The Frencli camnp’is
in thiz erater=—stupefied; dismayed, uiadly astir,
funereal swarming. A circle of - thunder en.
virons the armny.: “It'is surrounmiled hy exters
mination. . - SR el
- This mighty massaers beging from all points at
.otre, - The French résist and they are terrjble,
having nathing but despair, "~ Onr ennnon, al-
moxt all of olden model and low range, are soon
Adisnaounteil by the fire so.rightful and precise
of the Prussinng..’ ¢
shells on the valley is such that ‘! the earth is
all ‘striped by "it," Rays A witineay, *Cdg by s

hatrow ") -~ How mang gnng 7 - Eleven hundred
at least. Twelve Gernun'batterien on In Mon-

celfe @lone; The Third and” Fourth altheilung,
terrible artidlery on the crests of Givonne, with
the Seconid hotse battery in reserve: in” front of
Daigny ten Saxon and:iwo Swabinn batteries,

of Villers-Cernny hides the mounted abtheilung,

in-reserve, el Trom this shady coppice conies

In Chapelle; the

P all and die.

in order, without a breath, without noise, asrosx |
A

Whe adventures it rolls to]

fougght; itis a syllogism completed; the térrible

never, but resches: alwaysi: In its hour, behold:

‘morning,” the, world swekened under the sun,

7 DBageilles t'n};fzq_ fire, leqmqé takes fire, Floin .

,I)Au. Prence, Buffals, NV

The: denseness of the rain of.

The curtain of ‘trees of the wood -ta” the north’

which: is there with the Third: heavy artillery

Avrit,

forth a formidable tire 3 the twfnty-{'«)ur* precis
of the First henvy artillery are in ‘}ﬂﬁh"f}’:l!\, the
clearing close to the rn;ul,ﬁ:uln ln.«)»lf_nw&l‘lu o
Dattery of  the Royal  Guard
cota fire to the wool of la ('hr\)nm': the Ea)ln!.x
and Dalls viddle. Sushyy Francheval, - Fourys
Saint-Rémy aud the valley between Hetbes and
Givonne: and the triple “and yquadruple rf\!xk
of fiery muzzles is gar«,)l«}ngwlv\\'nhmu. a h;i-nk in
ct.l‘l\lil;llity up to the ("u\'iilry of Hyo-the ox-
treme point on the horizof. o =
The Cerman solitios, sented or Iving down,
wateh the attillery worke o The F mxr?: solifiers
Among the corpees which vover
dain, them isone, the corps of an oflicer,
ll Lattle e sealed
Y pull'(bu; o~

the
on which will be found after the
note containing the ordery signed .
S Today, the 1t of  Neplowber, Togsse for the
entire wrsnn.” The valtant Thirty fifth of the
line disappears almrss -entively vu fer the over-
whelment of the shelis, the brave dufautry of
the marine Nobl forw mument in cheek the
Saxons mixed with  Bavariins, buat l'wnlLs‘nkml
amd  overpowensd, n-lirn‘: ,\1! Ak mhmm!ﬂf«
cavalry  of the Marguerits “division,  hurried
ag:\ins't the German in{xm‘&r_\', hatts ansd madts
away anid midway; exterminated, says thie Pris.
sian report,  *hya well ‘dirceted and strady
fire.'" This fiedd of cartnge has three issues,
all three bagmed; the Boutlfon road by the Pru-
sian guard, the Carignan road by the Bavariung,
the Mezitres rosd by the Swiubians. The Frenck
have not dreamed of barrieading the raifwey
vimduet: theee Gorman hattadious have ocenpied
it in the night. Twoe aselated hotses onthe
Bolan road could be the pivet of a lang tesiss
ance; the Germans are  thers, The parh of
Montvillers, tufted and drey, mighit hinder the
juuetion of the Saxous, whvw Wete  masters f
1a Moucelly, and the Bavartavs  tsters of
Bazeillos: they were distanced, and founed thers
the Bavarians cutting the helzes with their tall
hoeks.

The German acmy stits wdf of o plece with
& unity that 2 odwatute: the Saxon Pouee s
on the hill of Mairy, whenee be domisates the
entire  actien,  Phe cemmand i the Yroneh
army oxcillates. A the commenorinent of tie
hattls, ataquarter Lo aix, MaeMahon by wonnd.
ed by the huesting of a shell; ol soven o'clock
Ducrot replaces hisg @ at ten o'alock Wimplen
replaves Dgeral,  Fram nstant @ tustant the
wall of fire drawseloser, the roll of the Jhander
ix continuows, sindster pulvenzation of Wi ea
men.  Never was secti the HRe, vieser was army
destroved unster auch o shower of aket and shells
Atone slele ks dssts The regiments, pell
mell, tuke refnge in Sedan. Bt Sedan beging
te buen, the Dijonval ke fiee, the sunbulancey
are ablaze, there s ne. posdbilins but to oot
their way eat. Winplen, bravs and fem, pro-
waes it the Forperars - The TRind Zowaves
{ms given the example. . Cut af from the rest
of the anny, i has eleared for ftlf & passage
and bus guaned the Belginn frontive. Furke of
ligns ! i .
SUAN at ones, shove the Wi “F, thos
enarmuous heapool the Sdead sl sdyiog, abave
all the 1fortaned hegaiem, appeared  Shas
Theawhite tag s uufariesd,

S A
F e

Tarerme and YVasbaw, both were there < thie
one in-his statue, Ui other i hiy eitadsl,
The statue and (he fits in the

el wasieted
horrible capitulation, ety in e e
nun of brawze, the ather uf prante ol themn.
sebvis maide prostitnte, O faorsugmas of Vathers
latd b O blush wternsl :

Vivton Heoo,

AN ALPINE AVALANCHE,

Inthe summer of 1834, & party of touriste,
while visiting the Alps, Glinbed, with great difl-
culty, to au efevaied and snowcovered platean,
inonler to obtain a better view of Swisk scenery,
and contrast the vehuess and ety of mid-
summer below with the Bleakoess and steriiity
af midwinter aronnd and abave them,  In play
they mlled the moist snow. ints Jarg balls, they
erowided it over Uie edge of the platean,. . In fal.
ling it struck solter snow, which itemaidiately

Aave way, and soon an.avalanehe wis teiring
down the mountain side burving and destroying
everything in its cotrse. “Aw the handful of
snow  beeame the irresistiVle avalanche, so the
hacking cough with sore throat aml Caturelr, if
neglected; speadily develops inta that dread de-
stroyer, Consumption. In the carly stagew, Dr.
Sage's Catarrh Remedy will q*ili‘ctn‘i:urv. “ll)ttgh
iftheblaod b aflveted o Tmpaverished 1t st
be purified nnd enrichiod by Dr. Plereo’s (ol
den Medieal Discovery, und the Hver and bosv:
el Kept active by his plepsant Purgsiive Pellots,
SMany who despaired of life ad had been given
up to die- by physidiaus: and - (ricads, owe "their
restoration to the above remeding D

ELY, Linn O, Luiea; May 88, 1377,

Drwstr. Sirwi] wan prosteated womn three vears

-sinee with plenve-piieninouin, wiiioh el me with

n tranblesome cough,, that gradually grew worse
until physicians gave meap to die with gone
simption.. L tried. several remedios - that are
wdvertised o cure consummption, but withiout ols
twining any relicf orbenedit; Sering votr ol
den: Mudieal Discovery nud Measant I"argative
Pellets sdvertised, 1 conehided w try them and
I'found thewm to bo all yon claini for them., My
teatorntion has remained. complito. for gyer two
years. “Liclosed find 8160 for a copy of _your
Common Sense Medienl Adviser,: 0 77 .
o Ever grnjt‘efully,ynim,v .
S damox U BARTHO LM iy,




