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PART THE FIRST.
1789.

XVII.
After Margaret left everything ,became quiet

again for severai days. -Rain had set lu, we
worked hard, and luithe evenlng I profited by
by some houre' leisure to make use of
Chauvet's booksbelves. There were many
books-Montesquieu, Voltaire, Buffon, Jean
Jacques Rousseau; all these great writers,
whose names I had heiard ten years before,
were there-the large volumes in s Une on the
floor. and the others above thent on the sa.elves.
How I opened my eyes when they fell on a page
which coincided with my own ideas i ad iwhat
what pleasure I felt when I opened the Diction-
naire Encyolopédique of MM. d'Alembert and
Diderot for the fret time, and understood the
alphabetical arrangement, where, according to
his wants or hie occupation, every man can find
whatever he look@ for !
This seemed admirable to me. I immediately
turned to the article "Forge,"where the history
of smiths l told from Tubal Cainl n the Bible
down ta our day, the method of getting Iron
from the mine, of smelting, tempering, bam-
mering, and working it, down to the smallest
details. I was very much struck by it, and
when I said something about IL next day to
Maître Jean, he was astonished also. He said
we young people had great opportunities for
learning, but that In bis time such books either
did not exist or were too dear. Valentine also
seemed to think a great deai more of me.
About the 9th or 10th of May we ad a letter
from Chauvel to tell us of théir arrival at Ver-
sales, saying they were lodging at a master
bootmaker's, Rue St. François, for fifteen livres
a month. The States-General werejînstopened.
He had not time to write fully, and only put at
the end of his letter-

" I trust Michel will not healtate to take my
books home with him. Let him use them and
take care of themu, for one should always res-
pect one's frienda, and thdy are the best."
I wish I could find this letter-the first of them
al--but God knows what became ofI it Maître
Jean had the bad habit of lending ad showing
his letters to everybody, so, that three-fourths of
them were lost.

What Chauvel said showe.1 me that Margaret
bad repeated our conversation to ber father,
and that he approved of IL. I was filed with
'oy, tenderness, and courage united ; and from
that time I took home evervi evening a volume
of the Ea,-yelopædia, which I read, article by
article, at one or twol in the morning. My
m. ther was very cross about the oil which was
consumed. I let ber compisn ; and, when we
were alone my father would say-

" Learn, my bey ; try tobe a man ; he who
knows nothing is to wvetched. He works ail
day for others. Never mind what your mother
says."

Nor did I mind ber, as I knew very well she
she would be the frst to profit by what I mlgbt
learn.
About this time the curé Chrmstopher and a
quantity of Lutzelbourg people were i. Drain-
lng the Steinbach marshes had disseminated
fever over the .whole vAlley. Everywhere you
saw poor creatures dragging their limbs about
wilh their teeth chattering.

Maitre Jean and I went to see the curé every
Sunday. This strong man was nothing but skin
and bone. We thought he would never recover.

Fortunately they calied lin old Fredinger, of
Diêrneringen, who knew the true remedy for
mnarsh-fevers-parsley seed boied In water. By
this remedy he cured haIt the village, and the
cure ai last slowly recovered.

During the month of May I rernember there
was much talk of bands of brigands who were
plundering Paris. All the Baraquins and the
mountain people wanted totake theirpitchrorks
and scythes and go and meet hres. scoundrels
who were reported to spread .themselves over
the eied and burn the crops.

Soon after we heard that these brigands bad
been massacredi at the Faubourg Saint-Antoine,
at a paper stainer's named Reveillon, and the
fright calmed down again for a time. Later this
panic becamre stronger at thes. report, for dur-
Ing two moni ha we had noother news than thiat
afforded by the gazettes.

At lat, however, thanks to Go 1 ! we had a
second letter from Chauvel, wiclh I have kept,
ha ving taken care tocopy It myself, the original
being sent all over the country, and not seen
again. A bundle of newapaperm, old and new,
came at the same time.

That day the curé Christopher and bis brother
the tali Materne, who fought ln 1814 against the
allies wlth Hullin-came to sée us.

The curé had lost the tever; ire was nearly
well. He and bis brother dined with us. I read
the letterto them. Dame Catherine, Nicole,
and two or three notables were preaent, and
were very muchr surprisedl that Chrauvel, slo vell
known fat' ills good sense sud caution, should
allov hlm ta write so freely.

Here la blsletter. Every one viii see viraL
vas going on lu Parla, sud viraL he bat to ex-

. pect.If Lb. nobles sud bisiropsihad remained aur
masters:

"To Tean Leroux, master blackamUh at the Bara-
ques-du-Bois-de-CMnes, near Phalsbourg

"4July 1, 1789.
"You ought to have had a letter from me

dated May 6tb, ln which I informed you of our
arrivai at Versailles. I told you in IL that we
had found a convenient lodging for fifteen livres
a month at Antoine PichoL's, master bootmaker,
Rue Saint-François, ln the quarter of St. Louis
in the old town. We are still In the same place,
and if yon have anything to write to us about,
be particular to direct the letter fully.

" I should like to know what sort of barvest
you expect this year. I hope Matre Jean and
Michel will write to me about il. Here we have
had stornms and showers of rain, occasionally
sunshine. A bad season Is expected. What
do you think ? Margaret wants to have news of
her orchard, and particularly of ber flowers.
Attend to this.

"We live lu this town like strangers. Two
of my fellow-deputies, the curé Jacques, of Mai-
soncelle, near Nemours, and Pierre Gerard,
syndic of Vie, in the baillwickofToul, are ln the
same house as ourselves, they below and we
above, with a baloony lnoking on the street.
Margaret goes to market and cooks for us.

" Ail goes on Weil. In the evening, in the
room of the curé Jacques, we arrange our plans.
I take my pinch of snuffGerardsnokes bis pipe,
and we always end by agreeing more or less.

" That le how we get on. Now let us turn to
the affairs o the nation.

" IL i my duly to keep you informed of what
la doing ; but since our arrivai we have had so
many things to cross us, so many vexations, no
many accidents. -The twofirstorders, and prin-
cipally the nobility, have shown ussuch ill.wili
that I could not see where or how il would end.
Ideas changed from day ta another--one day
confident, the next despairing. We needed both
patience and calmuess to bring these people to
reason. Three tirmes were they on the point of
going away, and il was only when they saw that
we could do without them, and draw up a con-
stitution alone, that at last they made up their
minds to take their place in the assembly and
unite their deliberations to ours.

" I bave been, therefore. unable hitherto to
give you a ny certain news, but to-day the game
Is won, and I will take up the recital ln detail
troam the beginning. You will read this letter
to the notables, for I am not here for myseif but
for every one, and I should be indeed wrong If
I did not renler those who sent me an account
of their afftir,s. As I bave taken daily notes of
everything, I shall omit nothing. When we
reached Versaites, the 80th of April, with three
other deputies trom our baillwlck, we stopped
at the Hotel des Souverains, which was cram.
med wilt, people. I wil Lnot tell you what tbey
made us pay for a bonillon or a cup of coffee. It
would frighten you. Ail these people, the ser.
vants and the botel-keepers, are valets from
father to son; they live by the nobliity, who
live on the people, without troubling themeelves
about them or their wants. A cup of broth
which costs with us two liards here co4ts the
value of a day's work of a Baraque working.
man, and iL la so much a matter ef course that
any one who grumbled would be considered a
poor creature, and be looked at with contempt.
It lé fashionable to allow oneself to be robbed
and cbeated by people like these.

" You can easily believe this did notsuit me;
when o -e bas earned one's bread honestly and
laboriou,iy for thirty.flve years, eue knows the
price of things, and 1 did not hesitate to send for
the fat landiord and tell him what I thought of
bis bill. It was the first time be had ever been
treated in sucb a manner. The rascal pretend-
ed tA look down on me, but I returned IL with
interest. If I had not been a deputy of the Third
Estate be would haveturned me out; fortunate.
ly this position causes one to be respected. I
was told by my fellow-deputy, Gerard, the next
day, that I had scandalised the hotel servants,
which made me laugb. The bow and the gri-
mace of a laequey cannot be worth the labour
of an hojest man.

"I wisbed to teil you this story that you mlght
see the sot of people we have to deal with.

" However, the day after our arrivai, after
going ail over the town, I took my lodgings and
sent my eff.cts there. It was a lucky diacov-
ery : the other two I have named to you foi-
lowed me there directly. We are bere together
and we live as cheapfly as we cGan.

• Yon ihould have seen Versailles on the 3rd
of May-tbe ray of presentatinsi to the king; liait
Paris was in the streets; and the next, at, the
mass of the Saint-Esprit, IL was stili more won-
derful : people were even on the tops of the
bouses.

" But before anythIng else, I must tell you
about the presentation.

" The king and the court reside in the Chd-
teau of Versailles, bulît on a sort of mount like
that of Mittelbronn, between the town snd the
gardens ; in front of the chdteau la a court on a
gentie.-slope ; an bath aides of the court, on the
t he right and left, are large buildings vhere the
ministers are lodged ; attAhe back la Lb. palace.

" You see thist at a league's distance vhen you
corne .by the Paria Avenue-four or five Urnes
as broad as aur highways, and bordered by flue
trees ; tire court la closed lu front by a raling

extending about sixty fathoms. Behind the
cbteau are the gardens, filled with water-works
statues, and similar decorations; how many
thousands of men must have been worked to
deatih ln our felds, and paid poll-taxes, gabelles,
&c., &c., to construet this palaem i After that,
the nobles and the lacqueys live well ; luxury,
they say, la necessary tokeeptrade golng ; no to
live luxuriously at Versailles IL la necessary for
three-fourths of France to be famlsbing for a
a hundred years 1.

" We knew of the presentation by notices
stuck up everywhere, and little books which
have a great sale bere; the sellers stop you in
the street toget you to buy them.

I Many of the Third Estate thought It was
wrong that tbey abould have notice of the pre-
sentation through public bille when the two frst
orders bad direct notice of iL. I did niot think
murch about it, and I set off at twelve o'clock
with my two eilow-deputles for the Salle
des Menus where the sittings of the States.
General are held ; itis builtoutside the château,
ln the grand Avenue de Paris, on the site of snome
old workshops belonging to the magazine of the
Menus-Plaisirs of bis majesty the king; what
the 'grands and menus plaisirs ' of the king are
I do not know, but the hall la very flne; two
otiers join on to it., and are arranged, one for
the deli berations of the clergy, the other for that
of the nobility.

" We left the Salle des Menus in procession,
surrounded by the people, who cried, ' Vive le
Tiers iEtatl' We saw that these good people
knew that we were their representativea, espe-
cially the mass of Parisians, who bad corne
over-night, and who were at the railing. The
raiiing ln frontof the palace was guarded by the
Swiss; they kept the crowd back, ani allowed
us to pas. We reached the court and then the
palace, where we ascended a staircase-the steps
covered with carpets and the ceilings studded
with golden lilies : along the balustrades were
placed stately lacqueys, covered with embroi-
dery-there must have been ten on each aide
up to the top.

" Once on the firet landing, we entered a hall,
more beautiful, grander, and richer than one can
describe; I thought It was the throne-room ; Itwas the ate-room

" At last, in about a quarter of an hour, a door,
Maître Jean, led us Into the real reception-hail,
magnificently arched over, with rich moîldings,
and painted as I cannot describe. We were ln
some sort loat ihere, but the king's guards stood
all round, sword ln band, and suddenly on the
left, amidst the silence, we heard the cry of-

"'The king -the king I'
"It approached nearer and nearer, and the

master of the ceremonles, entering firet, re-
peate 1-

"'Gentlemen, the king I'
" You will say, Maître Jean, that thie was

only a scene; so IL was. But IL must be cou-
fesaed IL was very well imagined t> rase the
pride of those wio are called great, and to im-
press respect on those who are looked upon as
little. The grand master of the ceremonies, M.
le Marquis de Brez6, in court dres, by the aide
of us poor deputies of the Third Estate, in oats
and breeches of black cloth, seemed a'superlor
being, and by his air It was easy to see he thought'ab himself; he approached our eldest mem ber,
bowing, and nearly at the same time the king
advanced and croseed the hall alone. A chair
bad bèen plsced for him in the centre, but he
remained standing, bis bat under his arm, and
the marquis having slgued to our senior mem-
ber td'advance, he presented him, then another,
and so on, by baillwicks; they told hlm the
name oi the baililwick, he repeated it, and the
king sald nothing.

" At the close, however, he toi us he was
glad to see us, the eputies of the Third Estate;
he spoke slowly and wel ; he lis a very fat man,
with a round face, large nose, lips, and chin, and
a retreating forehead. At last he went ont, and
we retired by another door. This la what ta
called a presentation.

" Wheu I got home I Look off my black coat
and breeches, my choes and buckles, and my
bat. Father Gerard came, and then the curé ;
our day was lost, but Margaret bad prepared a
leg of mutton and garlie for us, of which we ato
haif with a good appetite, and drank a jug of
eider, while talking over our aflirs. Gerard
sut many others complained of this presenta.
t ion, saying IL ought to have taken place ail the
or<ters together; they thought from that we
might conclude beforeiand that the court would
try to separte the order4. ome i.brew the'
blame on the master of the oeremonies. I
thought to myself, we s'iali see. If the courtOpposes voting man by man, we wili take iL as
a warning.

" The next morning early ail the bells began
to ring, and ln the istreet were heard cries of
Joy and reporta without end. It was the day of
the mass of Saint-Esprit, ta invoke the blesaing
of Lb. Lord ou thea Ststes-Generai. The thbree
orders vere assembrled lu the chrurchr of Notre-
Dame, vhere tbey sang thre ' Venl Creator.'
After this ceremony, vwhichr vas very pleasing
on accotat of Lire beanty of Lire voaces sud Lb,
goodness of Lb. music, ve vent lu procession ta
tire churchr ai Saint-Louis. We came dirai, then
Lb. noblesse, sud then Lb. clergy, preceding Lb.

Holy Sacrament. The treet was hung with
tapestry belonging to thecrown, and the crowd
cried, 'Vive le Tiers Etat I'

"I Itsla the frt tIme the populace did nota ide
with âue clothes, for we were like crows by
the aide of these peacocks, with their little
turned-up bats and feathers, coats embroidered
in gold ail down the seams, their elbows iu the
air, and swords by theirelades. The king and
queen, surrounded by their court, closed the
procession. A few cries ofa' Vive le ro! ! Vive
le due d'Orleans Il were heard. The bells rang
incessantly ; these people had some sense; not
one among so many thousands was s1ily enougih
to cry ' Vive la Reine 1 Vive le Comte d'Artois !
Vive les Evêques I' Yet they were very flue
notwithstanding.

" At the church f Saint-Louis the mass be.
gan. Then the Biahop of Nancy, M. de la Fare,
preached a long sermon against the luxury of
the court, such as ail bishops bave preached for
ages.

" This ceremony lasted till fonr in the after-
noon; every one thought It enough, and that
we should have the satistaction of discussing
our affaire together, but we were not near IL yet,
for the next day, May 5th, the opening of the
States-General was another ceremony. These
people eau exist only on ceremony, or, to speak
plainly, on comedy.

" The next day, then, ail the States-General
met ln our hall, which la called the Hail of the
Three Orders. It ia lighted from above, by a
round opening hung with white satin, and
these ln columus on both aides. At the end
there was a throne under a canopy, splendidly
besprinkled with golden lilies.

" rite Marquis de Brezé and bis masters of
the ceremonies conducted the deputies to their
places. Their work began at nine and finished
at haif-past twelve; you were called by name,
led te your place, aud begg »d to be seated. At
the same time -the state counsellors, the minis-
ters and state secretaries, the governors and
lieutenants-general of provinces, took iheir
places. A long table covered with green cloth
below the estrade was destined ta the secre-
taries of state; at one end of IL Necker was
seated, at the other M. de Saint.Priest. If I
had to give you ail the details I abould never
have done.

" The clergy were seated on the right of the
throne, the nobility on the lefi, and we lin the
f ont. The representatives of the clergy were
291, of the nobility 270, and we 578 ; some of
ours were still absent, as the Paris elections did
not terminate till the 19tb, but that was ont
perceptible. At last, about one o'clock, they
gave notice to the king and queen, who appear-
ed almost immediately, preceded and followed
by the princes and princesses of the royal family
and their court attendants. The king took his
seat on the throne, the queen by bis tilde in a
large arn.chair, without the canopy ; the royal
fa.nlly round the throne; the princes, minis-
ters, and peers of the kingdom ra ier lower
down, and the rest of the cortége on the step& of
the estrade. The ladies of the court, in full
dresa, filled the galleries of the hall on the aide
of the estrade, and mere spectators were dis-
tributed lin the other gallerles between the pli-
lavs.

"The king wore a round bat, the loop of
whieh was set with pearls and mounted by a
large diamond, known by the name of Pitt.
Each one was seated lu au arm-chair, a chair,
a bench, or a stool, according to iis rank and
dignity ; for theie things are of the greatest lin-
portance; on that does the greatuess of a nation
depend ! I could never bave believed IL if I
had not seen IL; everything lm settled before-
hand for thes. ceremonies. Would to God our
affaira were as well ordered I But questions of
etiquette take precedence, and iL la only after
the lapse of ages that one has time to trouble
oneself about the diatresses of the people.

" I wish that Valentine bad been three or
four bours ln my place; ie could explain to
you the difference between one cap and another,
and between one robe and another. What in-
terested mre mot was when the grand master
of the ceremones made us a sign ta be atten.
tive, and the king began to read is speech.
Ail I can recollect of IL le that ie was glad to
see us ; that e hoped we should come to a good
understanding, to prevent innovations and fnd
money for the deficil; that ln tits hope ie had
called us together, that the debt would be laid
before us, and that be feit confident beforehand
that we should fiud means to reduce it, and so
to strengtheèn public credit ; that tis was his
most ardent desire, and that ie ióved iis sub-
ject.

SThen ie sat down, saying iis chancellor
would atil furiber explain iis intentions. The.whole hail cried, ' Vive le Roi 1'.

"i The chancellor, M. de Barentin, having
risen, told us that bis majesty's firet desîre was
ta spread beneflit around hlm, sud tiat Le
virties of sovereigna are Lire firet resource ai
nations lu dlflleulttimes ; 'irat aur sovereigni,
tiren, vas determilned ta cMfr publie hrappi-
ness, Lihat ire bad summoaed us ta hrelp hlm,
sud that Lire tird race oftour imings bat a righti
above ali ta tire confidence of every good Frencir-
man, that It strengtheued Lire order of succea-
alon ta tir. crovn, sud thrat IL bat abolshed ail
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