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ihis, I thinîk, educated as you have been I undorstand yon, then, Miss Landelle
situated as you are, neither of you wiH! to say on your part that if Mr. long-
he insane enough to do." worth does you the honîour te propose

"Oh I this is shaimeflui I shameful î' for you, yon will accept at once ?'
.Icino gasped under lier breath, lier Reine starts up. A flush, a faint,
haniîds elenching, lier heart throbbing. transient flush, passes for a second over

î Why will not Marie speak ? Why the pu-ly pale face of Marie.
des she not rise up, and say we wili go "l Madame, this is very sudden. Will
out and beg, or starve, or die, soonur yon not give me a little time-"
tian listen te such degrndation as that ) '" You have known iMr. Longworth a
And he-oh, I said well when 1 said I fortnight. That is amîply suflicient. I
ha ted him To mae snch a compaetas am not in the Inhbit of pressing ny
iis, te bc ready te force one of us iito favon·s on amy ele. A simple yes or
I 'n ing hini because lie is ashaied to noe will suflice. Which is it ?'
take bor fortne inanyotheIwy. le "3II t muist bo yes, madame, if you
is ahnost toc dispicale foIr hatred and cemmand it."
coiiteiij)t." ' Oh," Reine says, as if sone ene liad

" Yu do net speak,' Mrs. inldsor strck her, and she turns, with clasped
resumes, in slow Siprise. "]oW au I haids and erinsh ed look, and goes baeck
to interret this eilenîee ? Aii I te to the window.
think ite proposition des not strike l Understand le," purisues Mrs.
yon 1vourably ?' Windsor, in frigid dispuIeaisii-c. " 1

Marie," Rein cries cout, in a tone of cnow' very little of your antecedents.
coneontrated anger and scorin, ' why is Yoi may both have had lovers by the
it youI do not:iiwer ? It is for you tu score before you c:ine hore 'but if I
reply tait whalt imadaic vishes is ut. thought cither of you wero boand by
terly and absoutely ipossibie.' tie ai engagement of any sort, tlat one

'il npossible,'' Mis. Windsor repeats, should instantly loave this house and ro-
in tue tone a sultana mighlt use o an ti un to the main te whom seho belongs.
inlsolenît slave; " impossible I What do I have received your father's dauigiters
you ne:i ' Why impossible ? I eau- becauîse it secined inovitable-if I
not-no, it caiiot be tait cither f yoi fancied itler of yon wore bound te mon
has had the audaity te coee te me ai- liiko him, yo woNuld notremain another
ieady engagcd." hour vith me."

ari looks across it hler sister--ono " Oh," Reme says again, under lier
straight, lovel, warning lool. Then she brouth , in te hard tense tone of onm in
sits creet, and turis te the speaker. unendurable pain.

"W are neither of us enaged, ma- " One other thing," continues the
da," she says, and ae she says it, lny of the Stone Rouse, rising, " one
leine tuirns and lays her face on the inst and final word on thiis subject.
aru resting on the mnito; " it is the Which ever M i. Longworth nay ehoose,
suddenness of this iiexpected proposal should she sec fit te refuse, sho will aise
that leaves us dîîumb. J ihave not beenî see (if sho retails the sliglest good
brouglit up oni French principles," she tasto) the indispensability of providing
says, a toueh of secrn in her voice. "l My holrself at once wi another home.
mothi.'s dughter was iirdly likely te Should he be nccepted, however there
be, and with ny fathei's example ho- b must b ne reluetance, un playing fast
fore me, his teaclings on that point an ilose, no yo ng-Ihidylik lumurs
could hardly produce any very girat oi caprice. She mist Look upon ti
effect. My sister las certainly becn, contract as indissoluble, and conduct
and I sec no reason "-againi Marie herseilf as the aflianiîced oi an honour-
glances steadily at lier-' why she able gentleman, and as becomes my
should object" granddaughter.

I do not know that it is necessaiy And thenî-very crect, vory maujestic
foi your sistor te consider the matter at -Mis.' Windsor sails ont of the dining
ail,'' retorts maldamne, in lier iciest voico. room and into her own.

1I doubt if thore is the slightest likeli There is silence fer a thne betwoon
lood of ber being put te the test. Do the sistes Reine still stands by the


