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THE BLENSSKLNEDS OF BHLLIKYINU.

! hnow nor remombered until Ho, the Spieie of Truth
had come and led them intoall truth. He braught
{ to their momory and understanding all that Jesus
 had provivusly taught thow, and shuwed them
thiugs to come,
In 1 Cur. xvi. 51, 02, Caul handles tho watter as
a new secedation,  ** Bzhold 1 shuw yuu o mystory.
Wo shall ot ail sleop, but we shall be changed, 1u

us ur that we must soun leave vuraoleos as we pass
boyond the shores of time.

In this life men seex gain and happiness through
many chanunls- -honor, weaith, ploasure, learning
aud knuwledge, tempural puwer and influence; and
yot frum theso svurcus thore can nut wwome true
happiness nor gruat gaia, God's receipt fur great
ko 8 “Godlincss with cuntuntment.”  What is

Boliovest thou this? She xaid unto Him, Yea, Lord, | & mument, 1 the twinkling of an eye, at the last | gudliness? Wobster dufines it as * piety, beliof in

I believe that lhou art the Chnst, the Sun ul Gud,
which should come into the world.—John ii, 26, 27.

Josus asks Martha a questiun respecting hor
faith rather than ler understanding, Our salva
tivn turns not on our understanding of all that
Jesus says, but on our heart-felt confidence in Him,
Christians resomble littls children, nut because
little ohildren know more than others, but becauss
they heartily confido in those whom they regard as
true and faithful,

Josus met Martha in deepest sorrow. He whom
Ho loved was dead; and without telling Him the
fact, Martha oxclaimed, Lord, if Thou hadat been
here my brothor had not died. 'What she had seen
and known of Jesus convinced her that death
would at once retreat at His presence. Her
anxioty and her confidence in Jesus prompted her to
intimate a degire that Ho would ask God to bring tho
‘loved one evea from the grave. When Jesus told
her that her brother would rise again, she seemed
to feel that she had gone tuo far, even to hint that
she might then see him, and in apology for her too
eager desire declared her firm conviction that
Lazarus would rise in the resurrection at tho lass
day.

The resurroction was but dimly taught in the
Old Testament. At this time it was but imper-
fectly understood by the Jews. Though it was the
dividing line betwoen the Pharisees and Saduceos,
even the former held the most vajue opinions of it,
This appears from the question which the Saducees
put to the Saviour as a puzzle, respecting the
woman who had as husbands the seven brothers in
succession. It was evident that neither sect under-
stood the Scripture nor the power of God, *¢ For
in the resurrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage.” Martha believed in the resur-
rection. Jesus said unto her, I am the resucrection
and the life, ho that believeth in me though he
weve dead (or, as in the Revised Version, though
he die) yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou
this ?

These glorious truths respecting the resurrection
of the dead raints and the change of the llving
saints when the Lord shall come, were not under-
stood by the apostles until after Jesus hed risen,
They did not so much as understand that He
Himself would rise, and they would not believe
those who had seen Him after His resurrection.
He had often told them of the glorious day when
the Son of Man would come in ¥is kingdom, but
they understood Him not. He had shown Peter,
James and John what the kingdom would be like,
on the ‘‘ holy mouat” when ¢ His face shone as
the sun and His garment was white as the light.”
The two men who appeared in glory and spoko of
the decease which He should accomplish at Jerusa-
lem represented the risen saints and the changed
saints who in the resurrection day shall ascend
together to maet the Lord in the air and shali be
forever with the Lord. Moses was dead, but now
appears in glory, as the rissn believers shall appear
in thatday. Elias never died, but appears in glory
as whosoever liveth aud bolievoth shall then appear.
They spoke to Jesus of His death, and this will be
the eternal themw of tho glorified in heaven-—the
dece o that He accomplished av Jerusalem.

The disciples were strictly forbidden to tell any |

man the vision till after Jesus rose from the dead.
They did not understand it, and must nct handle
it. This, like much of Jesus’ teaching, they neitl}‘er

trunp, for the trumpot shall sound and 11 LLAL
SIfALL B& RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE AND WE SHALL BE
cHanuED,” ote, ote. Wo leuce cunclude that
Martha did not understand what Jesus declared
would take place with the doad and living bulievers
at tho resurrection day, and that Jesus asked her if
she cuuld rucuive the sublime aunsuncemsut un His
authority. Hor unswer is beautiful for its simpli-
city, firmness and intelligence. He said it and that
was onough for her because she was confident that
Ho was the Christ and the Son of God who shonld
come into the world. Everything that He said was
the truth of God and all who trusted in Him wero
safe. He is the rock of their salvation. Martha
confessed with her mouth and believed in her heart
the veory truth which Jesus had declared to -Le the
rock on which He would build His church and against
which the gates of hades would not prevail (Matt.
xvi, 18). This place and occasion were peculiarly
appropriate for Jesus to make the sublime an-
nouncement and for Martha to make the ‘guod
confession.” KEvorything seoms to be in advance
and to have a prospective bearing. Jegus had not
yot entored the grave in person but is about to send
an order to the *‘last enemy ” to yield up his prey.
It was not yet ‘ made known unto tho sons of
men » what would happen to the living and dead
beliovers at the resurrection, but Jusus tells it to
Martha. Jesus has not yet ‘¢ befere Pontius Pilato
witnessed the good confessivn " which Ris believ-
ing followers were to repeat after Him in all com-
ing time, but Martha makes it in advance. At the
darkest spot in human history, where the lifeless
body of aloved one, bound in grave clothes, is put
into a cave with a stone laid upon it—where
stand & weeping multitude, weeping sisters and a
weoping Savionr—words are uttered and power
displayed which *f make all things new.” About
to touch the spring which unlocks the grave, Jesus
gives forth the promise and the earnest of the hope
which lights the domain of death and transforms
the king of terrors into the gentle harbinger of
cternal joy. Ho asks every child of God ** Believ-
est thou this 1" and the confident aflirinative answer
in every case gives peace and joy.

When the condemned sinner who vairly secks
rest from every quarter ceases this striving—con-
siders Jesus' work and invitation and promise and
falls helplessly into His arms he finds rest to his
soul, ‘**Yes, Lord, 1 beliove thou art the Christ
the Son of God,

Original Gongributions,

GREAT GAIN,

The most impurtant question that any man or
woman can ask themselves in life is, ““How can 1
make the most of my lifo?” *“How can I spend
my time in order to gain most for this world and
for the next, for time and for oternity?"”

Liko all other questions that we may ask our-
relves, or may desiro to be enlightened upon, God’s
word has for theso a plain answar—*‘Godliness
with contentmant is great gain.” What a blessing
it would be to us if we would ask ourselves these
quastions early in life. Go to God’s word for the
answor; bo guided accordingly, and seek our gain
-through thesa channels alons, in place of spending
ous lives seeking worldly gain that will either leave

Gud aud reverence fur His charactor and laws,”
Then, in order to have godliness, we must beliove
that Gud is “‘and that Hs is a rewarder of thom
who diligzently seek Him," and have reverenca for
His laws and commands, be careful in the per-
formunco of religivus duties, and this must proceed
from love aud reveronce to His divine character
and commands. A lifo of Christian obedience
brings us daily to a knowledge of God, and a
knowledgo of God brings us to great gain, Jesus
says ‘‘this is )ife eternal, to know Thee, the only
truo God and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent.”
As wo have to leave all earthly gain behind at death,
then “‘great gain” can come only through “‘oternal
life.”

Wo thusgain tho witness of the Spirit, and through
tho Spirit have our minds conformed to the will of
God, and our lives brought under its control,
whereby is produced the fruits of the Spirit, “love,
joy, geaco, long-suffering, gontlencss and good-
ness,’ *‘fruits unto holiness,” of which the end is
““gverlasting life,” *‘great gain.”

This alone can bring contentment in this life,
surrounded, as we are, with perplexities within and
without. Contontment can only come from a wind
acquiescing with the perfect will of God, beliaving
that He doeth all things well. Thus trusting in
God we can bo content whou health, prosperity and
friends fuil us; contentment can shine in tha fiery
furnuce of affliction, in the night of adversity, and
in the bereavement of frionds, death or desertion,

True contentment is grounded on the perfeot
excellency of Divine character, for we know that
God cannot orr or be frustrated, that His promiscs
cannot fail ner His love change; on tke equity and
benignity ¢ His government, for we know that
“‘all things shall work together for good to them
who lJove God, to the called according to His pur-
pose; on the richuess of the Divine gifts, earth,
heaven, sea, sky, valley and mountains, all things
in nature, His revealed will and His only begotton
Son from Heaven, What higher honors? what
more onduring blessings? and what greator gain
from which to draw contentment? Contentment
drawn from these sources is a perpetual feast to the
soul, which connected to that peace which comes
from godliness, which the world can not give,
neither can take away,” is great pain for time and
everlasting gain for eternity.

H. A, DeVox.

Gorvesponsdence.

'

Dear Christian,—Qur Annual is once more a thing
of the past, atd now we look ahead in anticipation
tothe next one. How many of us have been bene-
fitted by our attendance only the future will
reveal. 1t is sufficient to say that everything was
done by the brethren and sisters of Deer Island to
make -us comfortable, and wo feel -that while we
enjoyed a pleasant visit, the Churches at Lord's
Cove and Leonardville were strengthened, and
made to rejoice anow ia their labor of love. Many
faces were absent that we would dearly loved to
have scen, and many anxious enquiries were made
on account -of thelr non-presence. But it seems
that thoy were situated as some that we read
about in the New Testament; ihey. made ex-
cuses; one .had to attend a jubiles, another was
building 2 parsonage, while a third wasseeing to his
awmill, Well, they missed a good moeting and



