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massive, and with carvinge not stinted, One
can nover know what an ornament the maple
leaf may be in art, as it surely is in naturo, till he
goey the frescoes i the parlinment chamber of that
building. The provincial building stands on the
university grounds—all belonging to the province
of Ontario, and our church building 18 but a five
minutes' walk away. One thinks, but doesn’t say,
that if all Canada is like Toronto, tho Quoen's
domains rival those of Uncle Sam.

But on the way to the Maritime Provinces one
who takes the shortest cut is destined to pass
through handreds of miles of fino stumps and
granite boulders. He wonders if the Canadian
Pacilic Railway was cut that way, because tho laud
conld not be used for anything else. Ho is told,
however, that there 18 good country out of sight
all alorg the ine.  Turning from tho deserts out-
sido the car windew one falls to studying the map
of the C P. R., and taking measurements with
thumb and finger, uscd as compass an.t square, he
concludes that Canada can afford a good deal of
such land, and yet havo enough and to spare of the
chu, sest land beneath the sun.

One reaches St. John at last and finds it all up
hill, with a surplua of March weather. But it is a
five old city, this city by the sea, and loyal to the
Queen to the veory back-bone of itsedf. One must
not say anything about ‘ annexation” here, except
timidly to inquire what is thought about it. Ihad
been told that people here will go to church
through a blizzard, and I find that that is true—of
stme of them. But all in all [ believe that the
Cuburg street church is as loyal to Chriat as it is to
the Queen, and that’s not finding foult with it a
bit, for the Queon herself says on her coins,
 Victoria dei gratia Regina ” ‘The preacher is to
be congratulated who can indnce the St. John
Christians to think as well of him as he onght to
think of thom, and I ¢xtend my most hearty con-
gratulations 10 their present pastur. I take it for
granted that he jouins me in asking all the Chris-
tians in the provinces to pray for us, that cur

meeting here may do great good.
W, J. Luaxox,

——

4 BIT OF HINTORY.

Bro. Hardin is askiug that our churches take up
a cullection, It is not for himself, it is not for the
General Christiun Missionary S.ciety, it is not
oven fur the men who sre wurking vuder its guid-
ance in the destitute parts; it 1s for the Lord. He
asks that the churches raise as much as they can
and send their offering to him, as Correspunding
Secietary of the G. C M. C., in order that he may
sond 1t, in the Lord’s name, to those whom the
Society has promised to support in the ficld.

This society was orgsunized in Cincinnati, O., on
tho 29th of October, 1849, and it had for its firat
president Alexander Campbell. Ho occupied that
position till his death in 186G ; and it may be that
if ho could have been spared in strength till the
present, he would still be holding that oftice ; for
ha was thoroughly missionary in his spirit, and so
he gave the society his hearty support. Many of
our most consecrated and best known preachers
have been his successorsin this oftice, smony whom
may be mentioned D, 8. Burnett, Isaac Errett, W.
'K. Pendleton, C. L. Loos, J. H. Garrison, etc.
The oftice is now filled by J. W. Allan, of Chicago.
Tho preasent corresponding secrotary, us the readers
of Tur CRRisTiaN know, i3 J. H Hardin, and for
predecessors he has had somo of our great men,
such as Bunjamin Franklin, the long-time editor of
the American Christian Reciew, and O. A. Burgess,
who is well remembored by scme of our older
brothren and sisters in these parts.

The management of the affairs of the society is
in the hands of a board in whom the churches havo
full confidonce. The present chairman of the board

is J. A, Lord, who was burn ou Deer Island, aud
has now become one of our strong men in the
United States. Perhaps the knowledgoe of these
facts will nut diminish our interest in the sucioty
ner in its work. Tho board meets in Cincinnati
for the transaction of business on the third Friday
of cach month, No one should object if the mem-
bera recoived pay for their services, but not one of
them does—not even travelling expenses. Thuy
give timo, labor and money to this work, and do it
willingly becauso it ie the work of the Lord. The
treasurer gives bonds for the faithful performance
of his duty, but nevertheless serves {ree. Those
contiibuting to the gociety's work have thus a
double security for their money—the word of a
Christinn man and his bond, Surely thoso must
be godly men who freely do so much to help us in
duing more and better work for the Lord than we
could do without the advantage of this wisdom and
experionce, H.

THOUGHTS FROM PAUL'S LIFE.

Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, in his life and
work, his duings and sayings, is a vivid illustration
of the longing, the hungering and the thirsting of
the earnest, loving, faithful child of God, not orly
after more righteousness and purity in his own life,
but that others might raste, and bo partakers of
that salvation which is so richly provided in the
Lord Jesus Christ, for a lost world.

Paul’s work was not that of a fanatic. His de-
sire for the salvation of men was not fitful. It
was a continuous stream., His efforts were not
spasmodic. His work needed not the motive
power of a fovered excitement. His cry was not
“ blo.d and fire,” vor did he spend any time in
¢ throwing red-hot shot at the dovil."”

Jesus of Nazareth did not (under the great com-
mission) send His followers to fight the devil
That was His work; and, that which was, or is,
peculiarly His work shall be accomplished. He
will destroy bim that hud (nof, has now) the power
of death, that is the devil, and deliver them who
through fear of death, were all their lifo subject
to bondage. Heb. 2: 14, 15.

It appears to mo that the Christian who does not
believe in the utter over-throw of all malignant
powers, has very little faithin the ultimate triumph
of the Son of God, or the grand completion of His
work, .

The blessed Jesus did seud His followers to
preach the gospel, to tell a story of love and mercy,
the most wonderful which ever tuuched the ears of
angels or of men, It was the story of Gud's good-
will to all the children of men.

Paul, in doing this work, as it was committed to
his haond, was tot to be found sometimes on the
mountain-tops of wondorful achievement, clothed
in the armour of faith and hope, with perfect trust
in tho the good-will and power of the infinite One;
and again, down *in the valloy,” with hope nearly
gone, faith almost ‘‘dead,” and himself trembling
in the uncertainty of his own sonship—of whether
ho is a child of God or not, saying: Well, after
all, I may have made a mistake, I may not really
be a child of God. I may not have been truly
converted. All my labor aud hope, hitherto, may
not be on a good foundation. 1 may be a child of
wrath, and theieforo, all that J've said or thought
or done, only sin in the sight of heaven.

No, we do not hear anything of this kind from
Paul. His faith did not give the variations of
sunshine and shadow. His love for God and for
perishing humanity was not sometimes “*hot” and
sometimes “‘cold.” His labor was ono continuous
effort, day after day and night after night, ae time
paesed along, to add a little more to that alrcady
accomplished—to gather another soul into the
vinoyard of the Master, or to strengthen someo
weary pilgrim 1n the pathway of life.

Pail mot with diflicultics, Obstacles stood in
his way, but his faich nover faltered, his dotermin-
ativn to labor night and day to the end of the
chapter, never varied, wor did its intensity over
wano.

When he wroto to the Thessaloniaus: **We wonld
have comountoyou , . . . butSatan hinder-
ed us,” he had beon meot, for the time being, by
adveranries of tho cross of Christ who had provent.
ed him carrying outl his design of visiting that
church, but his faith and confidence romained
intact, and he would como when this Satan (adver-
saries) o longer controll ed his actions.

In luoking at Paul’'s work as an oxample of
undivided service, it w.uld be well for us to bear in
wind that when he failed tu go forward in the great
work which he had in band, with all the determina-
tion and perseverauce of his nature, it was when he
could not do sv, because of sircumstancos which he
could not control, aud not from any doubt in the
gooCness of God, tho lovo of Christ, his own stand-
ing on the sure foundation, or the ultimate triumph
of the cause for which Jesus gave his life and for
which he (Paul) was willing to suffer.

Paul sonietimes lovked back over tho past of his
life. Whu does no.? He, said some things which
were nut pleasani to contemplate.  Who does not?
He saw where he had done wrung.  Who does not?
Ho saw whore he had lust cppurtunities. Who
does not?

As far as possible, he would make up for lost
opportunitics. He would repair the past. Heis
eager to “build vp the faith which once he destroy-
ed.” Ho saw the ¢ Greek'” uusaved, and the
¢ Bartarian” also unsaved. These terms, as did
the terms ‘Jew and Gentile, included ALL —all
mankind. He sees all unsaved. Salvation i in
the Christ. Christ is in tho gospel; hence the cry:
“Woe is me, 1f I preach not the gospel,” **1am
debtor to the Grevks and to the Barbarians, to the
wise aud to the unwise”—to ALL; 80, “as much as
m me is, [ am ready to preach the gospel to you

also.”

One continuous, earnest longing filled the huart
of Paul, that men might hear the gospel, by faith
behold the Christ, accopt Him, obtain the pardon
of sin, and become heirs—partakers of eternal life,

Why was Paul so earnest 7 Becausche BELIEVED.

Why is there so much indifferentism to-day,
among professed followers ot the Christ? Because
they (we) do 1ot believe,

Ah, you say, wo do believe. We are respectable
members of respectable churches. We pay current
expenses and otherwise support the cauee. 8o we
live, and so we die, and aftor we die, the minister
will assure «ll that we have gone to heaven and all
will be well.

But havae we ever thought of the difference
botween believing, and merely not pisbeliev-
ing.

Paul’s believe (aith) was positive. To him those
things which awaited, although yet unscen, were
real There was no misgiving in his wind, when
he wrote:—** I krow whom I have believed,” ete.
¢ When earthly tabernacles dissulve, we have a
Luilding of God, eternal,” ete

¢ He will change theso vilo bodies,” ofc.

“Phere remaineth for me a crown of righteous-
ness,” otc.

¢ The last enemy, death, shall be destroyed.”

¢ Fe hath brought life and immortality to light.”

¢ Phis mortal must put oa immortality.”

Paul's confidence that all condomnaticn was
removed from, and all blessings awaited those who
came to God tho Father, through the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that nothing of esrth nor anything
boyond the earth, could over separate thom from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Leord,
gavo him that wonderful eagerness to pay the debt
which he felt resting upon him, to give the gospel
to all for whom Christ died.



