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BRANXTRORD AND I LER ISLAND,
J. G. HAMILTON, = - President

OUR WINES ARE THE BEST,
CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION,

J. G. Hamilton & Co.,

BRANTFORD, Sole Agents jor Canada.

R. BRAYLEY.

Wrapping Papers,
Paper Bags,
TWINES,

Tags, Commercinl Stationery, Blsuk Rooks, Sea
Island Twine Bourdoir Pager Col Bags, Tooth
Brush Bags, Seidlitz Powder Boxes, \White D1,
Paper. 10 Bine PPajer, etc.. cte. Printing at low.
st prices.

14 Front St. West. -

Toronto.

FILAX SERD

EMULSION

Is a superior combinittion of the Hypo-
phosphites, with the fat producing. sooth-
ing and emollient properties of Flax Sevd.
It can Le retained by the most delicate
lady or child and is acknowledged by
Physicians to e superior 1o Cod
Liver Oil and the syrupy prepara-
tions of the Hypophosphites. It
hus attained a high reputation for eftici-
ency in the treatment of Pulmonary
Affections, Acute and Chronic
Bronchitis, Phthisis, Nervous
Prostration and wasting diseases.
Especially adapted for weak and deli-
cate persons. The New York Physi-
cians endorse Flax fead Emulsion.

FLAX SEED EMULSION GO0,

+ 33-35 Liberty Street, New York,
and Brockville, Ont.

A Tramp Abroad on Exmas Eve.

Defimtions:  T'ramp, an abstract noun :
iabroad, on the mam streets of Taomo ;
NXmias Eve, Monday and “Fuesday, the 23rd
and 24th Dec.

Having, hke the foolish virgins, neglected
to fill my Lunp with oil and being continu-
ally reminded that I was the ushappy
possessor of a4 varety  of conpections  a
father, a mother. brothers, sisters, aunts,
cousins, nieces, landludy and a0 host of
attaches—1 satlied forth on the aftetnoon of
Monday, the 23rd day of December, after
havany carcfully emptied the contents of the
cash box into my breeches pocket,  But
what was [ to buy? | had nodex. Some
thing pretty and nosvel without beng too e
pensive, for my dolliars did not bear a very
large ratio to the number of names on my
list.  Good tdea! 1 would go to a wholesale
house where I was well known,  Finding
the streets so over-cronded that U ohad con
stanmthy to take to the road to make any pro
gress at all. 1 conduded that my dex was
a britham one. for the shops were more than
cronded.  On entenng the narchouse I was
surprised 1o see the office almost desernted of
clerks.  They ervidentlv had other work 10
do. A nod from the proprictor who was
shewing a *friend ™ around, encouraged nie
and 1 looked about me for a salesnan, but
with what success necd hardly be stated. for
the whole building, flat upon flat, was
crowded. Very few were heing waited
upon for want of more help, but the custom-
crs did not scem te mind that a great deal,
Funny storckeepers, they. totake things so
casily when business wits so rushing ! Neor
had 1 any idea that so many stores had ladv
buyers, and stout ones at that, nor that they
were usually escorted by two or three child-
ren when they were buying their stock.
But what surprised me most was thecareless
ndhifference with which they handled fiagale
toys and the small stocks that thoe hewny
served were laving in. But, of course, they
did not want to carry anything over for neat
scason.  Onc thng, however, was pleasing
cverybody secmed to have forgotten all
about the credit system and paid cash for
their goods.  Altogether the 3ight was so
novel to an uncommercial man like myself
that 1 became nervous and retired, fully im.
pressed that even to ane who had official
«laims upon the house, the proprictors would
not like to scll to me, not being in the trade.

Up Yonge street 1 had to follow a “single
file” of pedestrians, who were tryving to
squecze hetween a row of street <ars and a
motley crowd, who sheuted at and shoved by
a policeman. were gazing at a dry goods
window, where a boy Santa Claus wasshoot.
ing at atarget. ** Toys mbald price,” if car-
ried through such a crush scemed tome to
oe a poor imestument, so 1 walked another
tuenty vards, where 1 was attracted by the
melodious voice of an Israclitish auctioneer,
who for the first time in threc weeks had ob-

tuned an audience and who had w con.
sequence lowered his voice Just seven and a
half tones. As he was giang s goods
awav, | passed on feeling proud that 1 was
not yeta pauper. .\ branch of a whelesale
hardware store sclling cutlers at cost, and
big named crocken house, better known in
the importing quarters, had o window fall of
bargains: but 1 was not i quest of esther.
Shoved on by the crond. I soon found
myselfl gazing m a spatsely  tilled window
of nicnaes, and  on further  mspection
notced that there was a decided Lack of per.
mancency m the appearance of the interior
fittings.  ** That's onlv a Chnstmas junk, " |
heard one man say 1o another. **Come
alung and I'll show you where you can zet
some presents.”  This was encomaging, so
I abo fullowed.  Inless than three mmnutes
1 found myself squeezing mto the doorway of
a lange vacant allinery store, where [ was
surptised to hear the rattle of the ghb tongue
of a well known auctioneer, . Another, an-
other, another, only five cents . doyou nvant
one:” N sad a man m front of me.
1 paadd double that prce for those § bought
for my <tore m yvour wholesale establish
ment.”  “That shons you what banguns
vou're petiing, ladies.” said the geaticman
on the table, and the sale went on more
furously danever. but ! have apasticalas
aversion o forced sales, when everyone buys
what they do not want simply because the
price is low, 50 1 left the din and crowd to
join the moving throng outside, and con-
cluded to return to my office, when f was
attracted by a huge hving stream conuug
from all dircctions and passing in at a single
portal. My curiosity got the better of me,
and I was surprised to find myselt passing
jor the first time Letween the counters of
Titus Drinkoft's * Everything nt cost™ estab-
lishment.  Here were to be scen straining to
the utmost their fow remaining nerves in vain
cndeavors to serve nine persons at one time,
wrung with one hand, showing woods with
the other, and ncessantly evercising what
lun: power they had left on the symphonuas
word < Cash™ A notice that all toys were
packed at the purchaser’s «ik brought forth
from a fnend whom | met the suggestion
that a premuum should be offered 1o any
onc reaching the strcet with an undamaged
parcel. 1 purchased a ninc-inch clepham
with a swinging head for ten cents and tried
the expenment. 1 did not, however., open
the parcel before sending 1t anay, but hope
the head is still swinging,

But were T to narrate at length my many
evpericnces of thase two dayvs, Books a\n
Notioxs would have to be enlarged. Chat.
terbovdresh and bright, for tnenty-tive cents,
scemed a very fair price for so large a book,
and forty ceats {or a Japanese tire-place fan,
spreading over four feet in breadih was the
vesult of a vasit to a Celestsad store. Thas at
Teast was a grate bargam.  Three presens
for scventy five cents was ven satisfacton,
so | retired for the day tecling mudh nicher
and wiser than 1 expected to. Neat day,
foriunately for me, it runed constantly, and
my progicss was made n the mvere matio
of the quantity of min.  What more could
a busy wan desire ! But rn stonms must
De very stingy in moncy matters, for 1 heard
several storckeepers say the min brought
themn no money.  KEENE—Books and No
tions.



