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SILDMAY CONFERENCE—ITS PROCEEDINDS—~
T8 SUBJECTIVE PHASE-—AN INTERESTING

CASE.
i Yow readers mny be intervsted and in.
shuc’ed by seme account of Mildmny Con.
ference, ono of these now celebrated confer-
which it has just boen my priviloge
Thoy were begun seventeen
years 8go by the late Rev. W, Pennefather,
at Bamot, a few miles north of London.
Heo desired in compliance with Christ's in-
junctions to give.to the world practical and
asnifest testimony of the oneness of Xis
;pmtuul body, as well as to ithat sadly
jgnored artiole of the ereed, ¢ the Commun-
jom of Saints.” ¥lo issued invitations toa
pumber of earnest Christians of various
gections of the Church to moet in his
Chureh for Comnuunion around the table of
{heir common Liord, and for mutual prayor
‘md counsels. The goodwman was soon
after transferred to tho incumbenoy of St.
Jude's, Mildmay, in the northof London,
ond hero abourided in Christ-like labors of
giost varied and arduous nature tll gather-
ol to his xestsince this year began. Amongst
%is lest offorts was the erection of a spaci-
"ous and beautiful Conference Hall, not only
for tha sccommodation ofthese snnusl gath-
erings, but for evangelistic meetings overy
gsbbath, and many other kindred g~ther-
ings. On the same ground, aud in the im.
mediate neighborhood are Deaconessos’
homes, Orphanagss, ‘schiools, ‘r‘e.fc., all built,
oquipped and overseen by himsel{ and wife
as,undex God's good providence, tho means,
unsought except in prayer, flowed in upon
him. Peopleasked what would become of
_alt these in caso of his removal, but God
lias given courage and strength to hisnoble
widow, with the l’xolp of trustees and friends
1o carry on these good works. So at the
usual timo the conferenge was called, and
now instead of the hundred and twenty
gho on the first occadion gathered ot
Barnet, over three thousand assombled to
share tho blessings of such an occasion,
On arriving in town I was delighted to find
that the lodgings o friend had procured
forns wore within five minutes walk of the
Conference Hall, nnd hence, with little loss

ences
{o aftend.

. of timo X waa able t¢ be present at many

of the meetmgs during the three days it
lasted, I shall not attempt to givea record
of proceedings, but rather & fow gonoral
impressions illustrated by brief dotails.
First, its Catholicity was \ory striking,
especially in view of the peculiarity of the
spiritual atmosphere, and unifermity of the
typo of clixistian “character.  One might
liave thought them all members of one
denomnation, and that of marked individu-
ality—highly evangelical, spiritunily mind-
¢d, enthusinsiic, snd for the most phrt
practieal. Tho psalms and hiymns that
wero sung, and the prayers that were offer-
edywonld not have helped you, only the
well-known faces, and bettor known names,
told you thero wero Presbyterians from tho
snorth, * Churchmen” (English), and a fow
Methodists, Independents, and Baptists
from the south, with specimens of the
mora liberal * Brethren” from Plymouth,
Bristol, Dublin, &c., laymen and clexgy-
men, christian workeys, male aund female.
The principal meetings, at 11a.m. and 7:80
pan.,, wero occupied with the subject:—
“God able toraiseup lifo ount of death.
(Heb. ii. 19; 1 Sam, ii. 8 ; Ino. xii. 24; Acts
xxvi, 8; Jno xi. 48, 44,) and to makoup
a1l loss (2 Chron. xxxv. 9; Jer. xxyii. 17, 27;

- Jno. xi. 28) and to make grace abound to
* his Church (2 Cor. ix 8; 2 Cor. xii, 9; Jno.

xi.40).” ‘Tlieso meetings “wore generally
presiled over by ono of the Trusices,
Stevenson Blackwood, Esq.,  tall and fine-
looking man, once s west-cnd  beau, who

. married the dowager Duchess of Manches-

ter, aud has for many yosrs been an ovan-
gelistic worker of mucl power, especially
amoug the upper classes,  Most admirable
addresses wore given by Dr. Horacoe Bonar,
of Edinburgh, Dr. Paterson, formerly of
Glasgow,now London, Rev. B, Bickersteth,
author of “Yestordany, 'Lo-day, and For-
ever,” Rov. Marous Rainford, of Belgrave
Chapel, Mr. Verley, of Nottinghill Taber-

- nacle—not long since n butcher, and a

worldly man, now & most powerful and sue-

: cessful preachor of Christian truth—and

others,

Tivoughout the day st frequent intervals
Prayer meotimgs woro held, and in thoaftor-
oon a variety of smaller ineetings of speci-
‘fw chargoter in different paxts of tho build-
ing and grounds, such as thoso upon “Con
Secration” addressed by Revs. Bavage and
Mursion, Messrs. Blackwood, Varley, &os
ebrew Christian Conference, by Rev.
Bosenthal and Macgonlionth, Adolphe
r; and Evangelization among the mas-
7. Dr. Baruardo, s yeung medieal tuan

doing a nuble work iu the cast end of Lon.
don, and s fellow labourors,Geo. Iolland.
J?lm Ashworth,of the “Strange Tales,” &e.;
Work and prayer for tho sick, addressod by
Mus. Moredrth,of the “Dischargod Prisonera
Mission” fame;Evangelistio servicesfor Chil-
dron,Christian work in the Army and Navy
in China,in Indian,Zennnas, &c., &e. Mun‘y
of these meetings, as may onsily be mmagin.
ed, were most intoresting, iustructive, and
profitable.

With all this anxicus deliberation about
work thero pervaded the Conference even
moro strongly an intense desire after por-
sonal blessing, which always made the
*‘Consecration” meetings overflow. Pe-
haps this interest was mereased by the fact
that the snbject of the “Higher Christian
Life,” or as its special expounders prefor to
call it “IHoliness through Futh,” meaning,
a8 I understand i, freedom, not only from
guilt, but the power of sin, through faith
in Christ, is just now brought very
prominently beforc the mmda of Chris-
tians n the Detropohs and out
of it, by the wvisit and addresses
of an American gentleman at present in the
city, Mr. Pearsall Smith, together with the
lotters and articles upon tho subject which
have appoared in The Chrishan, Many,
wlhose names and lives are well known,
profess to have experienced something like
the second conversion recorded of Morle
D'Aubigne. Mr. Varley, for example,
witlun tuo last few weeks, testifies to o rea-
lizntion of tho power of Chnst to give peace
snd freedom such as he hiad before scarcoly
deemod possible. They repudiate what is
commonly called perfectionism,” aud
simply urge that overy truo belicver should
and may realize Christ to be made unto
him or her “wisdum and righteousness,
ganctification and redomption,” by faith in
Him. “According to thy faith be it unto
thee"~bounded only by scrij‘ural pro-
mises, (and they are large)—certainly is
our Saviour's rule, aud we should not be
surprised to hear a8 its result of any spirit-
ual experienco short of perfect sinless-
ness, which the Seripture doos not pro-
mise, but when 1t comes to such physical
rosults as-the following, one esunot but
foel startled and hesitate. Spenking of the
treatment of the sick, an elderly military
gentleman, koown to many in Canada,

emjorWebberSmnh,»smd»ihat once when

. X
suffering great pain from & large earbuncle,

lo was led to much searching of heart,
prayer and humiliation before God, result-
ing in perfect submussion to His will, and
in o fow hours tho carbunclo entirely dis-
appearcd. Again, amongst the many re-
quests for umted thanksgiving and prayer,
which, by the way, were & marked feature
of all the meetings, was one from a family
where s dear child of three years of age
had peen complotely cured of curvature of
the spine through the plending in faith of
Jas. v.14, 15, It occurred to mo that this
was o caso capable of simple verification,
and T apphed for tho address of the family,
and Mr. Blackwood told me it was a
daughter of Lord Radstock, who till ter
days bofore had suffered much pain, was
unable to take exercise, searcely indeed to
walk at all. A gentleman from New York,
who had had many such in hnnq before, at
the parents’ request anointedthe child,
while all jomed m forvent prayer. In
twelve hours the child was cured, and has
gince been taking four hours & day of open
air exercise. Knowing that Mr. B. was an
intimate frionl of Lord Radstock, further
inquiry was needless.
oy ¥ CANADIAN ABROAD.
London, July, 1873.

[P.S.—The above lotter has been mislaid

for somo weeks. 1

SCOTLAND.

anxn'l’nssm"mmm HavL AND I'ROFES-
_SORS.

Dear Str,—I had thought that when I
got to Faioburgh I would bo able to
give you something in the way of «first
improssions,” but unfortunntelyA my first
jmpressions were thoso of: a solitary pas-
sengor ab Princes-st. station, at 11 pa.,
with a pouring rain to welcomo me-—a ramn
of that species cuphoniously termed a
«Seotch mist.” Daylhght, however, showed
mo a vory different spectacio. ppposlto
my window rose ton storias of solid stone,
b\it from tho parlor of the hotel I look.cd
down on ono of tho most beautiful city

geenes that eould be imagined. To the
right, Calton Hill; in front, Scott’s Monu-

ment and Princesst.; 0 tho loft, t.ho Na
tional Gallery and the beautiful Princes st.
gardens. A continued rcsulenco‘hus only
confirmed thot wuorning’s opinion, that

Scotchmen are Justly proud of their fine

old city.
Edinburgh s taking its holidays just
noy, sud all who cant afford it ave away to

the Mighlandz or the sew side, I suppuse
everyone goes becanso it is fashionablo, I
am  sure that tho beat cannot canse the
exodus.  Ever singe ¥ amrrived I have worn
Novombor clothing, and even with thoe

seme days wove really cold. Scurcely o
cloud passes over Edinburgh without dis-
charging sowe of its contents. It would be
impessible for Canadian students to con-
fmuo their work in Toronte all summer,
but no obstacle, so far as climate is con-
cerned, exists lorn, conscquently the stu-
donts of tho U. P. Church, who ave mostly
seattered in rural distriets all tho rest of the
yenr, come up here in the months of Augnat
and September to attend the divinity leo-
tures n Queen-st. Hall. They ssy that
they have hiterally come to spend thew
holidays, and, comparing the amount of
study dune by them with that done in Knox
College, Toronto, I should think they did
not at all overwork thomselves. Indeed, a
comparison of the two institutions would
go far to show 'Toronto “Theologs” that
their alma mater is not to bo reckoned in.
ferior to older and more famed institutions.

The Hall of the U. T. Church is divided
into two secotions—ihe junior and the
senior—the tormer consisting of the first
two yoars, undor Drs. Cairns and Endie,
and the latter of tho last three years, under
Drs. Harper and DMoMichael.  Lecturcs
last ench day from 9 to 1:I5, and the time
spent with eacl professor is two hours. The
first of theso hourais generally spont in
lecturing, and the last in catechismng upon
provious lactures. Very frequontly, how-
ever, sne of these hours is spent in hearing
discourses, two of which are dispesed of iu
that tune. Comparisons are very often
“odious,” but I cannot resist the temptn-
tion to say that my opinion of the profes-
sors of Knox Collego and their method (the
Inttor especially) has risen very much since
I come here, They aro not so erudite, pro-
bably, as Dr. Harvor or Dr. MeMichael, and
1t is not invidious to say that Dr. Cairns sur-
passed them in philosophic grasp of his
subject, and Iir. Eadie in accurate and ox-
tonsive scholarship, but i must he remorm-
bered that eruditivn may be very drysome-
timos, and lectures that are closely readand
received in silence by the studentsare hardly
calenlated to kindle enthusinsm and pro-
vokestady. It is not in the olass-room that
professors iavo won distinetion, Still very
great benefit is to be derived from agsociat-
ing with such a man as Dr. Cairns,in whom
one sees the humility ond kindness of &
true Christian, united to 2 xind which
handles with ease thomost subtlo scepticism;
even when lpying bare the root error of &
false system he doos it with a tenderness
that shows how thoroughly he sympathises
with every effort,however wayward, to dis-
cover truth.

On Monday, & week ago, the Students’
Missionary society had their annual meot-
ing at which the schemo to be advoeated
duting the coming yoar was chosen. The
plan adopted s to give the whole sum raised
cach yoar to somo scheme which stands in
need of special and  temporary agsistance.
This year throe schemes were proposed—
the ovangelizatien of Bohemia, tho Moedi-
cal Mission under Dr. Thomson in Mada-
gasear, and the Evangelical Church of Ax-
menin. The latter scheme is represented
Lere just nuw by Pastor Alexander Djejizin,
Moderator of the Synod, who is soliciting
aid in the establishment of a Theological
Seminary in Adabazar, Bithynin. This
schome was almost unanimously adopted,
and pastor Alexander has the happiness of
knowing that ail and more than he asked
for will bo supplied. It is another of the
many surprises in tho history of religion
that the country into which the Spirit suf-
fered not the Apostle to enter should now
bo calling upon British Churches for sym-
pathy and aid.

CANADIAN STUDENT ABROAD.

Edinburgh, Sep. 8rd, 1878.

The Galt Conference,

Editor BRITISX AMZRICAN PRESBYTRRIAN,

Drar Stat, =4 short timo ago it was an-
nounced in your pa

or that a conferonco
was nbout to bo he

d at Galt, to last four
dnys, the object boing * to disouss tho lugh-
er aspects of Divito truth, and brmmg to-
gether in closar friendsinp Chnistians of
different denomunations.” It was also
gtated that senie dwtimguished clergymen
from the Uhmted States and Britan would

take an active prt m the work of the

conforonce. B
is was rathor o promising announce-
111;1:};1.8 Tt looked hkol.m .offort to do in be-
hialt of the Chnrch what is proposed to be
Jone in behaif of the Stato, at Brussels,
where n number of distingaished priests
from verious countries aro about to meot
for the purpose of exchanging views, to seo
if they can ngree on somo anding principles
on which to cstablish an International
Board of Arbitration. Tho cffort might be
on & smaller sealo, etilh, in that direction,
as intimated by its purposs “to brin
togetlier in closer triendsip Christians o

e ——

diffevent Jenvnsiastions.”  Tor this par
pose, it was fair to oxpect the conference
would look at the causes that keop the
denomations apnrt, seo what concossivns
could mutunily be made, and what com-
prumises might be effected without surren-
dor of principle. It wus also natural to
oxpest that some notico would be taken of
the education question, and tho position
wiueh the CL *cehies—or o united Chrsstian
Chureh—shouid take in reforenco therato.
It would also como tairly within the prov-
ince of such n convention, to look ut the
relative positions of avangelical and ration-
alistic parties, and give some ndication
whother these aro to bo regarded as allies
1 the conmnon crusadeo against evil, or as
volonging to hostile ranks, There is a
newspaper pubhished in Now York called
the Christian Union, sud whose object 18
expressed m its name, winel claimsto have
a circulation of 180,000, and must theie-
foro Je wielding an encrmous influence.
This papor gives quotations from the
organs of all denominations, Catholio and
Episcopnl, Baptist and Methodist, Umtarian
and Universalist, Independent and Presby-
terian, and noticos approvingly any muve-
ment by any of them that seems to tend
toward tho resurcection of the world. Was
tho conference about to follow its oxample
nnd endenvour to rise to the platform,
# gxceeding brond,” of the Master himself,
“ He that is not against us 1 for us 2”

Such were the thoughts and anticipations
the notice suggested to my mind, and on
the arrival of this week I cut short & visit
to the Guelph fair on purpose to devote two
days to the convontion.

Thursday morning, the meeting was in
the Town Hall. It commenced with a
prayor-mecting, which I did not attend,
followed ot 10 a.m. by o discourse on the
Two Natures—tho flesh and the spirit—by
Professor Maury, of Washington. Ho gave,
in my judgment, s masterly oxposition of
tho subject. He wasperhaps alittle diffuse.
He »puke an hour and o balf, and the au-
dience manifested some impatience, &t
which I was surprised, as every word was
well worth hearing. In the afternoon Mr.
Brker, of Campden, N. J., go T understeod,
gnvo a short_discourse on the Coming of
the Lord. 'This trpio had been assigned to
another spenker, who did not come. M.
Baker had therefore to claim indulgenco
for troating & subject on whick he had not
had opportunity to make suitable prepars-
tion. This was followed by short platform
addresses on the same subjeet, or rather on
ono Thaso of it, yiz., ** Will the Lord’s per-
sonal coming bo pro-milloniel or post-mil-
leninl ?"—addressess which were ng unin-
structive as the subject is obscure. At the
closo of tho meeting it was announced that
the evening meoting would bo in tho new
church—Knox's Church 1 think it was
called—the trustees having granted the use
of it, on nceoint of the large numbers at-
tending the evoning meetings, and tho oxor-
cises would consist of several addresses. I
was a little late in getting thero, but was in
time to hear two of them, delivered, ns |
understood, by two of the go-called clergy-
men from Britain. If they were, I would
ask, in the name of common decency and
common honesty, what churches thoy be-
long to or represent? The addresses were
—-well, I shall not attempt to characterize
them. I would not say anything to hurt
feolings, nor seom to oppose any sort of
effort that was well meant, but as to filling
in any mensuro the annrunced purpose of
the Conferenco, or moeting the reasonable
expectntions of people who had incurred
troublo and expenso to attend—they were a
downright failare, and if I do not mistake,
the people of Galt in general, and tho trus-
tees of the church in particular, must feel
ashamed of that meeting.

‘What topics were discussed on Tuesday
and Wednesday I do not know; you will
likely loarn from other sources. The dis-
courses of Thursday forenoon and after-
noon indicated that none of the subjects I
had surmisod wero likely to be touched.
Tho svening moeting disgusted me, and I
did not stay for Friday's pr ceedings.

Yours truly,
A LavMman,

[Wo give tho above insertionnot because
wo endorse its sentiments, but simply on
tho principle that publio mestings are open
to criticism, and beenuse we were the
mouns of bringing the meetings in question
under tho writer's notice. Perhaps others
wero differently and moro favorably im-
pressed.—Ep. B. A, P.]

It is stated that moro than one millien
copies of the penny cdition of tho Pilgrim's
Progress have been sold.

As to education in China, only about one
inecight aro able to read the writings of
Confucins. None of the women can read.
All Christ.nn converts howover aro taught
to read.

Woman’s dovotion and capacity finds o
raro example m Mrs. Watson, now of Shem-
lam, Mcunt Lebavon. From the Female
AMissionary Intelligeneer we Jearn that sho
is ono of ti{e earliest and most successful la-
borers for woman’s edueatien in the Levant.
Tor moro than thirty years this English lady
tos dovoted horself and her fortune to tho
service of hor Master, and has conducted
schoolsin Athens, Candia, Valparaiso, Swyzr-
na, Boyrout, Sidon, and the Lebanon. At
the latter placoshe hins established a number
of schools fo* tho natives, including Roman
and Greok Catholics, Drusos, Maronites, &o.
She hns also bailt o church at Shemlan.
Recently three gitls’ schools have been op-
ened by Mrs. Watson, in Lobanon villages,
which are taught by native teachers, trained
by herself. 'The yreater part of the axpenses
in all her enterprises are borne by herself,
Heor last moyo was to buy laud for the site
cf a boys® achool,

The Unlon Question.

Editor BRITISH AMRUICAN PRESDYTKRIAN,

Dzan Sik,~—You writo sensibly in your
issuo of last woek, when to those who aro
Jdigsntisfiod with the tetms of Union now
before the Church, you say, in  substance,
“gpeak now.” Aud it 1s well that while de-
claring yourselfto be “favourable to Union,"
yuit allow others who diffor fromyou to ex-
press themselves in your pagex. It is also
well that in ail our ehurch courts the libexty
referred to is not interfored with, and I
hope never will. Give me therefore, a little
spave, not anly to avow myself on the side
of tho dussatisfied, baut algo to say why I
belong to them. [ am not propared to say
that I would oppose the Union on the
grounds nlluded to in the oarlicr part of
Mr., Middlcmise's lottor; these ave very doli-
cate points, which, as you say, *“it is ail but
impossible to introduce into a discussion.”
Besidea I am not so acquainted with the
discipline, &e., of one of the negotiating
Jhurches as to pronounce on the unadvis-
ableness, or otherwise, of the contomplated
Union. Staiements, howevor, Lave boon
made to me-—and it scems thoy ave corroct
—which apart from aunother ground, make
mo at least ccld-hearted in rogard to the
negotiations. But my principal ground of
dissatiefaction is tho absence of sny articlo
on the Basisa of Union in regard to tho
Headship of Chrigt. How many of our
office-bearers and members are dissatisfied
on this account I do not know. But this
I do know, and 1t is o noteworthy fact, that
at last meoting of the Gencrasl Assembly
45 members recorded their dissatisfaction.
And it ought to be borne in mind that the
Assembly is compoced of only oite third of
tho ropresentative oflico-bearers, so that if
alt the official representatives lhad been

resont, the number of the dissatistiod worndd

Fuwo been considerably larger. Would it
then be wiso in these circumstances to push
on the Union without the promise whicl it
withhiold and prayed for?  You yourself,
sir, put the qucstwn,ﬁmd many will thank
you for doing so. ut as to the proposal
you make, viz. of “framing oneor the ques-
tions to be put at ordination or induction in
tlie United Chureh,” to securo s detormina-
tion on the Headslup of Christ, I am not so
suro that it would be the best thing,  For
myself I would frqfex' an Articlo in tho pro-
osed Bagis. It is trite that this proposal

1ns been repeatedly made, and as often fail-
ed. But fiuled, I think, from very insuf-
ficient reasons.  We are told that years
ago tho Church of Scotland in Canada pro-
posed an Act of Independonce which ~all
their ministers are required to assent to.
Very true. But in consequence of the pass-
ing of that Act, it world be all the easier to
secure from the sar¢ Jhurch a similar ar-
ticlo on the proposen Basis, I say so the
moro freely beeause anterior to the Union
of 1861 I was not a Free Churchiman, and
have po desire to give to any of the Articles
o retrospective look. But is there no risk of
cases coming up in the future which would
call in question the Headship ot Christ ?
If not, the deliverances of the Confession
and the Catechisms might be taken as
enough. But without adducing the Colenso
case, which was brought up in' the Estab-
hished Churelr, 1t 18 fiur to ask, What of the
Cardross case, whioh was brougiit up in an
un-established Church; and from which it
is obvious that even in this country a min-
istor might mvoke State interferenco when
oxcommunicated from bhis own church
courts; and that therefore it iz well to
have adducible evidenco that said minigter
promises to ropudiate such interference, 8o
that oven on lns own promise he would
have no footing to mako tho appeal in ques-
tion. I am quite aware that in present
circumstances &n article on the Hoadship
has been said to be unnecessary. In the
Assembly's Minutes, page 46, sco. 2,it is
saxd there is no greater necessity at tho pres-
ent time to tostify on behalf of Christ's
Headship, than on behalf of other doctrines
snch as that of the Atonement as a real sub-
stitutionary sacrifice ; and as all such fun-
dnmental doctrines of the Word of God are
got forth in the Confession of Faith, and
catechisms adopted in tho new basis, it 'is
not necessary to make special mention of
tho Hondship of Christ rather than of the
doctrinoe of the Atonement, or other funda-
mental doctrines now called in question.
Now, perhaps, Sir, I have no right to speak
of this as morely plausible. But I havo a
right to say that to me it is unsatisfactory.
1f there is no special necessity at the pres-
ont timo to testify on bohalf of Christ's
Headship, is _thero any specinl necessity at
the present time to {eatify on behalf of the
«Westminister Confession of Faith,” and
“the Larger and Shorter Catechisms,” as
voposed in the 2nd article of the Basis?

'[.)l‘hcn again, if to testify for the Hoeadship is
unnecessary at tho presont time, where was
the necessity for it in 1788, or in 1848, ov
in 18612 Aro we wiser then our own
fathers who unfurled tho flag of spiritual
independence cven after they were uncons
nected  with the State; and if that
flag 1s to bo rolled up now, shall wo_not in
effect be saying that our fathers might havo
spared their wind? DB onge moro, it ap-
pears to mo too px-esuming even “nt the
prosent timo,” to suppose 1t is impossiblo
that m tlus country another Cardross case
may ever ariso, it is not impossible, there
are somo men who can go to thomagistrato
for strango purposes ¢ and if over the ques-
tion should be raised in Canads, whother &
mumster may sppeal from s church to &
awil court, in connection with matters of
belief or eharacter, lot us have plain unmis-
tako able words to fall back ugon wherowith.
we may show thac with «¢ at least, such an
appenl cannot be ntlowed, “Render unto
Cezar the things that aro Cresar’s ; but unto
God the things that are God'’s,” Inthehope
that your temporate suggestion of last
wock "and tho remongtrances made by the
minor‘ity of tlwl Church, may not bs entire-
without avail,

ly 1 remain, dear Sir,

Yours fruly,
(] lyc.a



