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Confributors & Cerrespondents.

FASHIONABLE FOLLIES,
Editor BRITIsn SMERCAN PRISDVIERIAN,

Sir,—I am much obliged to you for your
remarks upon Funorals. They were very
much needed. In both the points to which
you refor thay have long been burdensoms
nuisances, which most people felt, thongh
not iuelined to spenk out frankly on the sub-
ject, I don't supposo that there is now in
most eases any servico of wine or spirits on
theso occasions, though that was very com-
mon once, and is, I beliove, not entirely
dropped yet in certain localities. Butapart
altogether from that, the long wearisome
delay and the trooping in of all and sun-
dries to ses the corpse, with the noedless
outlay on crape, &c,, make what ought to
be a sad, sympathetic duty, a perfect woari-
ness to both soul and body. Surely, Mr.
Editor, peoploe will tako your hint in as
kindly o spirit as I am convinced it was
given, and show respect for the dead Ly
having some mercy upon theliving, If you
would take up nnothersubjeet, and say some
plnin, outspoken words on it likewise, n good
many of your readers would heartily thank
you. I refer not to funerals, but to feasts.
I suppose it avises from ourincreasing pros-
perity that there is so great an smount of
extravagance shown in entertaining frionds,
or, xathor, acquaintances. L should searcoly
like fo montion the sums that are said to be
expended by people * professing godliness
in Toronto, Montrcal. and other oities and
towns of Canada on single entertaimments.
There may very likely be au exuggeration
in the rmonntsmentioned. ‘T'his, howover,
is plain to any ono who was jsver at auy of
them: that the outlay must be anything
but small, It would be a very moderate
caleatation to say that a good many mem-
bers of churchies—tho Presbyterians not ex-

«opted—spend more on such things ina
singlo winter, than they give to tho Church
of Christ inn gagdag@lny- yeors.

And it is not only tho expense, though
that is an important item. 'There are the
ridiculously late hours, or, rather, I should
gay, very carly ones, with the wpbreak of
all family order—compensated, I suppose,

by the whole assemblage professtng to have’

4 family worship " about midnight, followed
by supper or breakfrst, ne ono likes best to
describo it,  In many eases dancing is ono
of the chief features of the evening, and if
cards aro not caMed intorequisition—and in
some instances they are—there are other
things nearly equally objectionable. Somo
may be able to afford all this, and may
rather like to have the opportunity of mak.
ing a somewhatvulgar display. DBut others
aro not able; yet thoy must follow suit or
allow themselves to bo dropped out of the
“eircle.” 'Theycennnot go tosuchentertain.
ments without giving them in return, and
to refuso to do thnsis thought to bo gomg
out of the world altogether; In the midst
of all this, trite sociulity dizs, the pocket is
depleted, and the ability to help forward
what nre recogmzed to to be good eanses
badly interfered with. Do, Mr. Editor, let
us hear something pointed and dircet on
this subject. 'T'he evil iz coming to assumo
very servious dimensions.  Social intex-
courso becomes as stiff, pokenish and unna.
tural as can weldl be imagined, and a plen.
sant talk with ones friendsand homo to ones
own house by -cleven o'clock at latest hias
got to be nmong the Jost arts and the
lost blessings. I actually know of somo of
our most devoutly pious people having largo
dancing parties that don't break up til threo
or fonr o'clock in tho morning. Aund the
mission contributors? Are they in cor-
respondence? I amnnot saying whether it
isright or wrong to support christian mis.
sions but these people say that it is right
and dutiful and surely there ought to be
somo small axcouut of proportion in their
treatment of different things according to
the recognized greater or less importanco
of cach. AN I can say is that if ¢ parties”
ns conducted according to the current stan.
Qurd of fashionable godliness, are indispen-
sablo developments of modernreligious lifo,
wo had better drop tho usurl other contri-
butions to religious purposes, at least for
the winter months ; for tho former will tako
all that the most of us cau spare and in o
great many cases a good deal more,
I am, &e.
A Susscrtnee,

Grow iu graco, beeauso this is the only
way to ba certaia that you have any grace
atali. 1f we aim not at growth in grace,
we liavo neser Leen convertod-to goodness.

To that is satistied with his atteinments
s attained nothing. ’

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC,

Edilor BRITISI AMERICAN PRESIVTLIIAN,

T . -
i I feel cortain that wero we to introduce or- ‘ Teregular without,

guns into ouy city churches wo would im-
prove onr congregational singing. 'T'he or-

T havo read with much pleasure My, B.'s I gan like almost overything clso in this lifo

two lettora contributed to your eohunns on
uundor goud management. it may becomo

the above subject, and as ho seoms to have
given the subject a good denl of thought
perhaps hie will oxplain othor passages oc-
cmring in tho New 'Testamnent Dbesides
ITebrew xiii. 16, T would refar him parti-
cularly to the Bouk of Rovelations xiv. 2, 8.
“And T heard o voice from Iloaven ag the
voica of niany waters, and as the voico of o
great thunder, and I heard the voice of
havpers harping with their harps.  And
thoy sung as it wore a new song hefore the
throne and before the four beasts and the
elders, aud no man could learn that song
but tho one hundred and forty and four
thousand which were redeemed from the
earth,” Now we know that tho apostle by
whow these words were penned, lived for
wmany years to see the infant church rapidly
increasing m numbers and influence, and
had he considered instrumental wusic m
the same hght as Mz B., as one of *the
wenk and beggarly cloments of the source
of the tabernaclo,” or as the great sin which
somo vory worthy imembers of onr church
decmn at, how could he have used the expres-
sions which I have just quoted. I enre not
whether you tuke then in their liboral sig-
nifiention or as simply typieal.  Most
assuredly not; and  were it necossary
to point to any intornal evidenco to show
that instrumental music, per se, is not
abrogated bv tho New Testament, I would
refor fo theso and similar verses in this the
Jastand latest buok of the Bil)n.  IHowever,
Ileave it to Mr. B, and our other Theolo-
gians to discuss the Seriptural arguments,
pro and con, permit me to refer fo o few
practical rensons why I and other younger
Iny manbers of the clurch advocate the
introduction of orgaus into var clinrches.

Thero ave vory few, I am happy to say,
that carry thoir views so far as to look
upon instrumental music as a sin, I shall
thereforo lenve this small class out of the
question aad tako it for grauted that the
great bady of our people lpok upon this
subject as ono of the * non essentrals,” i.c.,
& mattor winch is not essential to salvation,
While I hold storng views upon the great
principles of the Christian religion as laid
down in our confession of faith, I quite
agree that Presbyterianism is possessed of
thet elasticity whicl enables us to would it
to overy time and age. This is the first
ground therefore that I take, that onur
chureh should keep up with thoe spirit of the
age in matters non essontinl—so long as
not forbidden by the word -f God. The
tasto fur muasic has beecume so general in
this country; tanght in our city schools,
baving n placo in our national systen of
edmeation, oceupying & permanent placo in
the houscliold enjoyments, cultivated onall
hamds in the Sabbath Schodl, pablie ron-
corts, and other ways too uunietous to men
tion, that rendering praiso to Him who has
endued us with such tastes, and the desire
for their culture, we should offerthie best we
ean give in the praises ofthe sanctuary. Can
anything be more calculated to Jdanip ones
spiritnal feclings and stop the praise of the
lips, than to heav someo old tune, droned out
by & I'recentur or hurled at you with an
onergy asregirds hwise and volume of sound
searcely equaled eveu by an organ. Now,
sir, we only ask the organ as an aid, simply
to lead tho congregation. For in the words
of tho Poot Cowper:

Thero is in soule & syaupathy with cuniulx,
And as the miud is pit-hed the ear ix pleasad

. . . . . . .
Sotne chord in unilvon with nhiat we hear,
Ix touched within us, and the heart noplics.

Woe canuot always securo a good precen-
tor, tho tones of the organ are always the
sane, and very often one is as wuch a
macluno as the other, and in puint of cvin
parison the organ buttoo often bears off the
palm.

A second reason is to render our servico
wmore attractive.  There is no use shutting
one's oyes to tho faet that the young mem-
bors of our churches, especially in the larg-
er cities, are apt to wander, and are genor-
ally found, especinlly at the evening diet
of worship, in other churches where the
form in use admits of instrunental music
and more varicly than our own services,
I fancy that here I would at once be mot
with the argament 1 Well, if that is what

|
{
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may be abused; but in its proper place, and

one of the greatest aids in tha{ most de-
lightful of all exercises, the sérvice of praiss,
In the words of the DPsalmest David:—
“ Sing aloud unto God our strongth ; make
a joyful noise unto tho God of Jacob., Take
a psalin and bring hither the timbrel, tho
pleasant harp with thoe Psaltery.”
SoLiciTor,

VOTING ON PROFESSORS.

Edilor British American Presbytedan,

Sir,~In your last issue, * Common
Senso " states a difficuity which he hasin
this maiter. Allow mo to endeavour to ro-
movo his difficulty, and then to state graver
difficulties which occur to my own mind,—
““Common Sense” complains of want of

information needed to guide him in voling

aright. But surely persons nominating any
one in a Presbytery will be in o posi-
tion to communicato ample infirmation,
Thoso fitted for the offico by talont attain.
ments, and mental habits are not so mumer-
ous and so little known in onr church that
many members in each Preshytery ean pos.
sibly lack the information required. But
oven if any Presbytery should not know
whom to nominate, the simplest and wisest
thing will be to nominate no one at all;
especially s tho General Assembly,
judged by its recont action, will not neces-
sarily be guided by a number of Presbytories
on that matter, When the matter comes
ap boforo tho General Assembly, all the
information desired will be elicited in tho
courso of discussion. But suvely it would
be a miost indelieate thing to dissuss through
the newspapers tho qualifications of men
who do not offer thewmselves as candidates
for tho oftice, and all would probably not
accept of it if it wero offered to thom.

But my difficulties aroof a greater nainro
and may bo presented in tho following
questions:— 1

1. Who instructed Preshyteries to nomin-
ato professors at this juncturo? Has the
Collego Board done s0? I ain not aware
that it hass but I amn certain it is not com.
petent to do so.  Thus the nowination will
be of no valne whatever.

2. What need is thera of exeessive haste
in this matter, especially as Dr. Inglis’ re-
signation is not yet reported to the Assem-
bly? We may well pauso before incurring
greater expense in viow of the fact that Dr.
Inglis said that his convietion, from long
expericnee in the Callnge Board, that with-
out an endowment an additionnl Professor
could not be supported, influenced him a
good deal in pressing his resignation; and
in view of the fact that the College Endow-
mont Scheme is making so slow progress.

8. Why scek to take the nomina .ion out
of the hands of the next General Assembly,
without consulting it? Why should the
Presbyteries now do what they never did
biefore ? it may be said that it iz desirable
to havo the opinions of Presbyteries on the
matter. If so let the Assembly askit; or
lot the Presbyteries overture the Assembly
to onact & law making it imperative that
professors bo nominated by Preshyteries.

“ Inquirkn.”

A WORDYT'OR KNOX COLLLEGE.

Editer Brittvit Aunnsoan Prespyrertay
Drar-Sti,—It is higl: time that the mem.
hers of the Canada Presbyterian Chureh be.

! cnme alive to the necessities of Knox Col-

lege. Most of them are ignorant of the
fact that the presont building is simply a
disgrace to a body so numerous und so in-
fluential.  Many who have not seen it have
the iden that it must be a grand edifice. It
cortainly has a grand appearnuco in a pic-
ture of it to be seen in the recently issued
book, *“JIafe and Times of Dr. Burns.”
That plate summons up before the unagina.
tion a vision of marblelpillars, extensive
colonades, graceful domes and windows, sct
to catelt at refleet the hight of Ieaven.
Knox Coliege, hike many & howely face,
doos make « very good phiotograpls, but its
not a fairy palace for all that.

We recommend every Presbyterian who
visits Toronto to step up Yonge Street and

they go for, we ave better without themn, I view their Cullege, mark well its bulwarks
suy no, Keep tho young people, and tho , and its beauty, and closely inspeet its capa-
means of doing so ave within your reach | ¢ily aud accommodations, I they do not

without auy sclf sacrifice of principle, of , Tehum .
It isto  wshatucd of their ecpnretion with i, their t When we derde our neighbour, aud detest | abont thowmselsos as if the workl had been

doctuatis ot Llaneelt guveiiad i

the younger tuemberss of the chuvch that wo | reflections will nut have takon n proper di

from  the inspeetion somewhat

.

look to, to till tho plaves ot theso “ealied ‘tection,  1f outsuie the budling in dingy
to rést” from timo fo thue. In couclusior |.and dark, inside it is cramped aud confined. | taigne.

T

muore jivogular within, it
! is onough in itzelf to disor muize the montal
and moral faculties of u man of taste and
feeling.

Its worst fuult is not want of appearance,
but want of accommodation. It requires
| but a glanco to pereerve sumo of 1ts mamn
doficiencies : its misczable hLall and its
wretched leeturc-room.

A Dall in wineh the students can lighl
their mass-meetings is essentially tho full
lifo of a Theological Semumary. It iz the
hionrt of the institntion, There should be
the fullest throb ot student life. Thero the
hoarts of the students, as follow-labourers,
are fused fogother in Christian sympathy,
and grow responsive to the samenoble emo-
tions, Without a suitablo hall, such life
becomes impossible. Now, no oue can sit
for twenty mivutes in what 1s called * Di-
vinity Hall, Knox College,” without feeling
mean, withons looking toward door or win-
dow for as speedy escapo as possible.

If, Mr, Lditor, wo cannot have & new
College building entire, for charity's sake,
let us lave a new College hiall, where our
studentscan eseape fiom the joyless, melan-
choly atmosphero that hangs around the
room where they now attempt to hold their
meetings.' ’

Agamn, with rogard to our lecture-rooms,
we are troating our Professors neither hon-
ourably nor honestly. Wo clect them to
* chairs " m the College, and then with the
eritic's eye wo mark their success or failure.
We do not give them a fair chance, for we
put them inte lecture-rooms whick work
agawnst them, and in wlich notlung Lut
gemus can succeed m keeping up attention
among tho students. Everyone will adinit
that a man cannot speak with power to o
class which is not face to face with him, In
the class-rooms of Kunox College, a few can
ait fecing tho professor, the muyority present
to him theiv profiles, and some sit with their
backs toward him. With suclt an arrangs-
ment as this, it is only superior power on
the part of the professor and deliberately
constrained attontion on the part of the
student, that can prevent a Jecture from be-
commg dull and spiritless,  All the magnet-
ism of the eye, and all the sympathy of ex-
prossion are lost.

Wo could furnish many details showing
how inadequate in accuinadation and how
mappropriate in design the presont hnilding
15, Woe forbear. Let any ono mtrested in
the raatter go and mspect for himself, We
are quito sure that if any one does so, from
n spirit of denominational pride, if from no
hugher motive, lie will come to the conclu-
son that * sumotlung mast be dvae.” There
18 too much apathy thiroughout the clureh
towards the college. The college is the
contro of Church life. Influence the col-
lege fand you influence the church to its ro
motest corners. Is it not then a maiter
much no be regretted that the college should
berapeded m 1ts progress and weakened iu
its mfluence for want of a swtable building
aud for want of funds to carry on its oper-
attons 2 Vo have heard men speak dispar-
agmgly of Rnox in cutnparisun with other
colleges. There 15 mo good reason why
Knox shoyld be inferior to any Theological
Senunary in the world. It Las distinet ad-
vantages over Irinceton, over Union, over
Aaburn, over Ulasgow aud over Edinbargl,
and would have a fawr chance to surpass
them all but forthe cramping waunt of pence.

I believe that the college 15 suffering bo
cause men of eapital in the chureh havo not
had their attention called to its wants.

Let » reasonable scheme be Inid beforo
them for tho evcetion of a now callego
and I am confident there 1s wealth cnough
and liborality enough m our church to
securo an immediate result in the way of
donations.

Then when wo have a college in whose
prosperity and renown, wo take a pride,
thero will be no danger of want of funds for
its support.

This is a subject worthy of agitation and
worthy of action. Americens havo ono ad-
vantago over us, When 2 good and neces-
sary schowme presents iiself o their minds
they act upon it amd act at once. Wo
take years to dohiberate and re.doliberato.

Mr. Editor, I think we might have Amn-
merigan promptness of action in this mat.
ter, nud I hope we shall,

Yours very truly,
IxColLLRGIAN,

Weo mock ourseives o hundred times n day

Random Rendings,

Self-sacrifice
mony.

- e - o

is the ground of church har-

We only really live when wo cen truth-
fully say, “To me to live is Christ.”

Let our path to the fuuntain Lo worn with
daily jomneys; let the key to owr treasury
of grace bo bright with constant use.

Do we read of the Lord’s rejoicing above
once or twice? Ra had o most exquusito
senso of & world thet had lost communion,

Solf-loathing is o characteristic of a
spiritnal mind,  The axc is laid at the root
of & vaiu-glorious spirif.—Cecil.

True zoal is a sweat, heavenly and
gontlo flamo, which maketh us active for
God, but always within the sphoro of love,
—(Cod worth,

0 how good it is to love on earth as the
love in heaven ; to learn to chorish each
other in this world, as we shall do eternally
m the noxt.~Francis de Sales.

Great ocensions of serving God present
thomselves but seldom, put little ones fro-
quently. Now ho that is faithful in that
which is least is also faithful in much.

A spiritusl mind hias something of the
nature of the sensitive plant. I shall smart
if T tonch thir or that., There isa holy
shrinking away from ovil.==Ceeql.

Taith is the ladder on which the beliover
is constantly mounting to ascend into the
heavenly Canaan, from thenco to bnng down
clusters of dolicious grapes, to refresh him
in his wildorness journoy.

Wisdom and truth, the offspring of tho
6ky, aro immortal, but cunnlug and decop-
tion, the meteors of the carth, after ghsten-
lg}glll'or & 1noment, must pass away.—Iiobert

all.

I don't think wo ought to allow of a fret-
ted mind. Every day is often made up of
uncxpectod little mattors, needing the help
and strength of God, and it is blessed to
prove Him suflicient for tie the least as the
greatess.

Thoro are no stages i redemption,
“ Chirist has onco suffered fur sins, the jast
for the unjust, that he might bring us to
God.” DBut there are many stages inlearn.
g what redemption really is.

Endeavour to take your work quictly.
Anxioty and over action are the cause of
sickness and restlossness. Wo must use
our judgment to contiul our excitemout, or
our bodily strength will break down.

I had rather put my foutupon a bridge ns
narrow as Hungerford, wlich went all the -
way across, than on a bridge that was as
wido as tho world, if it did not go ail the
way across the stream.

If thou desirest Christ for a per-
Fetunl guest, gave him all $he keys of thine
weart, lot not one ca’ et be locked up from
himn; give him the ranga of every room,
and the key of every chamber; thus you
will constrain him to remain.

L.ook we iuto the life of Christ and we
shall find 1t tho philosophy of the simple,
tho nurse of young men, the meat of strong
men, the buckler of the wonk, and the phy-
sic of tho sick ; the book full of divine in-
structions ; fit for all mankind.—St. Chry-
sosfom.

Death is that which all men suffor, but
not all men with one mind, neither all
men m one manner. For being of neces-
sity a thing comumon, it is through the
manifold persuasions, dispositions, and oc-
casions of men, with equal desert both of
praiso and dispraise, shunned by some by
othors deswed.  So that absolutely we can-
nut discummend, we canout :\bsu{utcly ap-
prove, either willinguess to live or forward-
ness to die.—Hooker,

'The soul that ean really say, « A0 my
springs ave m thee,” is lifted above all erea-
ture confidences, human hopes nud carthly
expectations. It 15 not that Gud dues not
use the creature in o thousand ways to min.
ister to us, But there is a vast® differenco
hetween God's using the creature to bless
us and our leammg on the crouture to the
exclusion of Himu—~ddelaide Newlon.

Jolin Ruskuu, in fus last  Address to the
Workingmen of Great Britain,” says of his
boyhood training: * My mother forced
me, by steady daily toil, to road every syl-
lable through from Genesis to the Apvea- |
lypso about once a year; and to that disei-

line I owe not only & knowledgo of the
{:ook. which I find occasionally servicsable,
but much of my genera! powor of taking
poms, aud the best part of my taste in liter-
uture.”

TUnquiotness is the greatest ovil that ean
como to the soul, excepting sin.  For as so-
ditions and civil discords of a commonwealth
run it entirely, and disable it to resist o
stranger, 60 our heart, boing {roubled and
disquicted in itsolf, loseth strength to main-
tain the virtues which it had gained, angd
with 1t the meaus to resist the temptations
of the onemy, who at that time useth all
kinds of eudenvours to fish (as thoy say) in
troubled wators.—De Sales.

"The past is no safe ground ; and et there
are those who havoe sit muinbling their satis.
2action.. They lonst of what they have
done. They have made fortunecs. ‘They-
have seraped in money ; thsy ave not cave.
ful to reconnt how! They have built ware-
houses. They have inventod this, that, or

tho other thing. Aud so thoy sit piping

# 12 othiers the defecty wlich are 1nere mani | gastnined to keep them up, and as if the
fest u asy and adinre then with o navel | tle that oy lind June hzre and there was

tous madvesteney snd anpudence. — Mon

o fit themo fur their everlasting meditat’on,
—Beecher.



