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Our Young Folks,

Children’s Gardens,

[ wish every mothor in the gountr know
tho grest satisfaction to bo dorived from
the ﬁulo plots of land the children oulti-
valo a8 their own, No matter how small,
it has & poculiar ohatra, and its mixed and
{ncongruous plantings often yield nstonishe
jug results, No radishoes so crisp ug those
our little son will lay boside your plate,
tho reward for his toil and caro. No
flowers 80 beautifal as those your loving
dsughter in somo beight spring morning,
purtwved and tended by her own hands,
Tho carlieat hepatiea of the woods grows
soronely in tho shadow of May’s trvee,”
and wild violets flourish in Annie's gontle

¢are.

In our own homo each child has a plot
of ground and an apple-tree, the fruit of
which, always fair and benutiful, is shared
generously, and tho surplus sold for pooket
money. Sometimes an early melon finds
its way fo our table from the garden of
one of our industrious boys, and is_ praised
and appreciated as a reward for his labor.
Little two-year-old bas a garden too, and
while wo try to teach him not to pall up
thoe happy family of flowers and vogetables
ihat thrive there, we delight in his

sl murmur as he roams like a true

ohemian in the summer sunshine,
saying, “My gardee, my gardes,” and
taking a whole potsto from the oellar
whero his restless 1eet often wander e
plauts it just deep enough for the hens to
pick out, and nothing daunted sows &
handful of peas over it, But as he grows
oldor he will learn that this is not the
road to success, and try to copy the care
and vigilance displayed by his elders.
Even “ Baby Hope" has a little oircle
flled with swest wild flowers, brought
from the woods this apring, *to be ready
whon she can gather them,” the children
my—and our eager young botanieis are
over ready to search for a new flower to
transplant into #Hoye's garden.” B such
jnnocent pleasures home is made happy
and beautified.—Rural New Yorker.

The Owl That Thought he could Sing.

# What oan bring the peopla into the
groves to hear those nightingales sing ”
said an owlet to his mother.

The old owl didn't know, and she
didn’t care—she was busy watching a bat.

« T am sure I have as fine a voice a8 any
nightingale, and far stronger.”

“ Stropger, certainly, my son,” said
the owl, with a blink, for the bat had
esoaped.

« 1 shall go into the grove to-night, and
give them a song,” aaid the owlet.

The ow] opened her round eyes very
wide, but said nothing,

Accordingly when the night came, and
the hour for the sweet thrilling of the
singing birds drew near, e flew heavily
ulong, and placed himself in & conspiouous
part of the grove, that be might be seen
and heard to a proper advantage,

Now the nightingales did not by any.
means sdmire the prospect either of his
company or his co-operation in their con-
cert; 8o those who were bent on singing
sought another grove, while those who
were content to be quiet for the night kept
snugly at roost,

«\Vhere can the nightingales be 2" said
the people who esme to heur them.

Upon this the owlet set up & hoot so0
loud and so long that it nearly frightened
them into fite.

«wThat oreature has terrified them,
and soared them all awsy,” said one.
“y wi‘l'l goon dispatch him, Where's my

gun

Bat the disconcerted owlet tock the hint,
and before the gun came ho had got back to
his mother. .

¢ Your feathers aro rufiled, my son.
Have you been singing 2"

The owlet reluctantly related his disgrace
and narrow escape.

1t is just what I expected, and I am
glad you are safe back.”

“Then why did you snffer mo to go?”
said the owlet, indignantly.

« Because 1 wus sure it was & point on
which nothing but experience could con:
vinee you. I don't understand musie, and
cannot tell you why people should take
the trouble to go and hear nightingales
ging, and at the same time shoot owls for
hooting, but I know it to be & fact. There
is much difference between our voioes,
which I can discern wmyself every time I
hoot. Ours may be superior for nnything
I know ; butas the prejudice of the public
mind is strong ou the otherside, I shouldun’s
think of disputing tho point; and probably,
now you havo experienced tho effect of your
performance on their ears, youn will be satis.
fled, with me, to leave then) alone in their
mistake.—Mrs. Prosser's Fables.

The Bister.

No household is complete without a sis¢
ter, She gives the finish to the family, A
sister's love, & sister's inflnence—what can
be mors hallowed? A sister's watohful
sars—oan anything be more tender? A
aister’s kindness—does the world show ue
anything more pure? Who would live
without a sister 2 A sister—that is a sister
in fdelity, in part, in love—is asort of
guerdian sngel in the home circle. Her
presence condemns vice. She is the quick-
ener of good resolutions, the suushine in
the pathway of home, To every brother
she in & Jight and life. Hor heart is the
treasnry house of confidence, In her he
finds & fast friend, s charitable, ‘forgiving,
tonder, though often severe friend. In

or he fluds & ready compaunion. Her
sympathy is as open as day, and sweet as
the tragrance of flowers. We pily the
brothor who has no sister, no sister's love,
we feel sorry foc the home which is not
enl'wened by s sister's presence. A sis-
ter's office is & noble and gentls one, It
is hers to persusde to virtas, to win to
wisdom's ways; genily tolead whers duty
oalls; fo guard the citadel of home with
slsapless vigilence of virtne; to gather
graces khd strew Aowers arouud the home
altar, To be apister ie to hold a sweel
plsce in the heart of bome. It is to minis-
tor in & holy offiee.

Savbath Schood Teacker,

— e

'LESSON XX

Aots tv.

May21,)
1878, § 23-37.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP {

—

CGomm1T To Mustory va. 81, 83.

PARALLEL Passaags.—Ds. ii. 1, 2; Jea,
xxxvil, 18-17.

ScRIPTURE READINGS,~Wilh v. 28, rend
Aotsil, 44; with v. 24, read Isa. )i, 11.133
with vs. 25, 26, read Aofs ix. 4; with v. 27,
compare Luke xxfii, 10-12; with v. 28,
rond Isa, x. 73 with v. 29, read Eph, vi
18 203 with v. 80, read Acts v. 12; withv,
81, compare Daniel ix, 21-28; with v. 82,
read 1 Petor jii, 8; with vs, 83 85, read 1
Tim i, 14 ; with va, 89,87, read Aots xi. 24

GorLprN TexT,—We, boing many, are ono
body in Christ, and every onec memboers,
one of another. Rom. xii. 2.

CexTRAL Trurn.~Ohrist is tho centre of
union.

In our last lesson wo saw the apostles on
examination, and under the threals of the
ecclesiastical authorities, Doubtless the

rooeedings were earnostly watched by the
ittle community of Christians whose ox-
gerience of Clhristian liberty had been so
rief, and who ec soon met the predicted
opposition.
o.day we may go into tho upper room
or wherever the believers met, and be edi-
fied by beholding

THE CHURCH AT THE THRONE OF GRACE.

# Being let go” (v. 28), by tha “stay of
proceeding,” the aposiles of course went to
their own uompani—-congeniul. encourag-
ing, and in fellows iE with them. Every
Chrietian ought to have *his own com-
pany,” in which he can count upon know-
ledge of himself and sympathy in his joys
and sorrows, The churches do not make
enough of this fellowship. They had are-
Eort to make, very discouraging to sense,

ut not go to faith, Here was evidonce :
(@) Of Christ’s veracity. Heraid they
shonld be opposed. (b) OF their identifica-
tion with Him. It waae for his sake they
were threatened. There would bo confer-
ence on the subject; objections would be
met; questions wonld be aeked and an-
swered, till ¢ one aocord” prevailed (v. 24),
the timid were oheered, and (perhaps with
the reading of Pa. il.), there was polomn
and united prayer to God. Adoration, as
is common with ourselves, is at the begin.
ning. Itisidle to ask * the use of telling
God what he knows.” Who can pray
without doing this? He is honored as
Creator of allthings. Thoen He is almighty,
and therefore able to do * exceeding abun.
dantly” (Eph, iil. 20). They who cleave the
most to Christ best ** remember their
Creator.”

They employ Seripture (v. 25), which is
tho groat storebiouse of pleas and aguments
in prayer. They quote the Greek version
then in use (Septuagint), showing that
translations are allowable evenif imperfect,
and thay apply its language tothe Messinh.
It is therefore a prediction by David, of
the reception Christ should have among
men., The two divisions of the race join in
opposing Him. * The heathen,” or Gen-
tiles, are in & fury of scorn and hate: “'the
people” (a oage of paralleliam) * imagine
# vain thing.” *Why ?' No good resson
oan he given; their vexation is unfounded
and unreasonable; but they had reasons.
Jews wore mortified a Messiah so lowly,
and Gentles hiated areligion so holy. Other
religions tolerated many gods. The Roman
worshiped the gods of the land he visited ;
hie counted them masters there and did
homage to them when in theix jurisdiotion.
He expected the same of others, But the
Divine religion owned no god but one—the
God of all. For long the Chiristians were
mixed up with the Jews iu the world's esti-

mate.

The * Apnointed” of the Psalms is the
“ Obrist” of the Aets (v. 26 and v, 27).
Thay can recall Herod's hate of the Bap-
tiss, whom hie slew, sud of Christ, whom
e ¥ sot at naught” (Luke xxiii. 8-11), and
ot Pilate’'s weak compliance, against his
own conscionce, with the clamor of the
farious Jews; and they remember the part
the Gentile soldiers had in it, mocking
Him (Luke xxiii. 86), making sport of one
who scemed to be a rival to their Crsar,
and the priests and rulers stirring up the
geop‘.e. Herod and Pilute, foes before, and

ew and Gentile hating each other, each on
his own ground, make common resistance
to Christ. It is so still in many things.
They who agree in nothing else join against
divine trath,

Bus (v. 28) they did not defeat, but ovly
carry oub the will of God. Yet were they
doing their own, and unspeakably guilly.
Here, as ic many other places, the refer-
ence to God's counsel and determination is
not to discourage but to encourage.
Nothing can come but as I{e wills, and e
can only will good in the end to His cause
and people. Suppose no allusion of this
kind ocourred, how obviously might it be
objected, ** God sent His Son to Iis own,
sud had the dissppointment cf sceing him
slain; oould Ho not hava proteoted Him."

We hear the prayer of the church (v. 29),
# Behold their threatenings.” '* The battle
ia the Lord's.” This is the best course with
such threats; carry them to Him., They
agk not safety, but boldness; not imperti-
nence, but coursgeons freedom of speech,
sustained by the tokens of the divine pre-
sence and favour, in like miraclesto that
which led up to these thrests, This re-
gquest (v. 60) wasonly pleading tho promise
(Acts i, 8 and Mark xvi. 17, 18) as in Ps.
oxix, 49. Woe are suffered to sce

THE PRAYER ANSWERED,

(V. 81.) As far they needed it then, . ¢,
in resssuting them. ~As before the descent
of the Spirit, thers was evideni, super.
natural disturbance, so it is now iminedi-
ntely after their prayer. The place was
shaken, & testimony tothe Almighty power
invoked, its nearness, its readiness to be
employed on their behalf, Itdid its work.
Their hearts wers opened to the Holy
Ghost and emboldened, snd from the
piace they went forth eourageonsly and
fearloasly bearing their testimony. (How
much * boldness” remained, one may see
by examining Acts xiil, 46; xiy. 4; zix,
87 xxviil. 80, 81 ; Phil. i, 14, and 1 Thess.
il.2.) Weare shown also

TRE CHURCR'S GRACRS.
(V. 82) Thers twoas wnity of heart and

soul; not only in presence ol a common

foe, but under the sway of one aim and tie
uidance of one spirit. Oh, for more of
this Christian harmony!

There was liberality. They did not
throw &l} into a common fund; wany did
(v, B4), but there was no obligation to do
it. Only they countud their moncys and
2 {rast for God, and need them for one
another's good. The proceeds wers givon
to the apostles to disburse tiil the burden
bosame too great (Aots vi. 1, 21 To thia
v, 85 refors. In many lands, converts are
thrown off from their friends aund ocoupn-
tions. It wns so then. Many needed
bread Leoause thoy believed on Jesus.
Tho rest supplied their need, as one mpy
seo at many & mission_slation to this day.

Phere was effectual preaching (v, 8B),
the power, not loarning, or rhotorio, ot
ability (though these are valuablo), but of
the Spirit making men hear, fenl, and be-
lieve. The resurrection, with its allied
truths, was the groat theme.

Thero was great prosperity ofa spiritual
kind, * Graco was on them,’ and that
made all things easy and pleasant, prevent.
ed jealousy, strife, 11d dissonsion. A
Jiving ohurols grow out of the prenching of
a living Christ,

Among many who showed a generous
concern for their fellow disciples, one 18
singled out, probably becance heo comes
fnto promivenco later, and because his
course a8 & Lievite i= all the moro desided.
His name was Joses, or Joseph, He is
ealled the son of consolation or exhorta-
tion, by the apostles. He had resided in
Oypruf, hence called “of Uyprus,” an
island in the Mediterranean. Ho sold his
1and, and gave the money for * the poor
saints,” and g0 became one of the long roll
of ministers who themeelves make the
Iargest contributions in monsy to the cause
of Jesus Christ. *

The following suggestions can be ampli-
fied and enlarged by teachers:

(@) The value of joint prayer (v. 24).
Thie was not treated as a ministers’ ques-
tion. It was the affair of the chureh.

() The value of the Seripture in prayer
(v. 26), It js the treasury of arguments
and direotions. It is the guide to prayer.

(¢) The faithfulness of God in learing
{(v. 81), They had just what they then
wanted and at once,

(d) The duty of the charch to bo faithful
and wieo in money-matters.

SUGGESTIVE ToPpIcs.

How wore the apostles “let go''—
whither they went—why—what to do—
with what result—the prayer offered—for
what—its features—the Scripture used—
why—its  fitness—the answer—bow it
served them--tlie effect following—the
state of the churoh—its two notable graces
—~—nuse of property—need for it—one re-
markable case—the lessons we may learn
from this lesscn—as to followship iu prayer
—use of Seripture—divine faithfulness,
and right use of money.

Harrowing in the 8eed.

Mz, Moody tells of « man who objectod
to inquiry-meetings after preaching. on the
ground that it was like puliing up the seed
after it was sown to see whether it was
sprouting. The objector was reminded,
however, that good farners always harrowed
i tho seed, The Rev, Mr. Marling, of
Now York, believes m harrowing in the
sced sown in each Sunday School lesson.
He does it in thisway. Forthe Wednesday
ovening prayer-meetings of his church a set
of topics are prepared several months in
advance, These topies ave not selected
from, but are always nilied to tho lesson of
the Sabbath just past. Of course, for
special reasons, they can at any time be
changed, or omitted entirely; but the na-
tural progression is upon these tepies, which
arve printed upon a neat leaflet and dis.
tributed freely, ‘Their use has been highly
satisfactory., 'To illustrate this method, Mr.
Marling's topies for six montn are inserted
below.

SUBJECTS—APRIL TO SEPTEMBER, 18706,
April 5 --This samo Jesus, Actsl. 11; Hob. 13; &

W 12.—Be filled with the Spirit. .. Kph. b

iphi. 51 18
% 19.=Yeo are my witiioises. I

Ina, 43. 10
1 98,—~Thy first love - Rov.2:4

May 8 -Above all we ask or think . Fph. 3120,
" 10.—-Anythin¥ in my uae John 14: 14,
«  17.--Him wili T confess also  Matt. 10.32
1 of —DPreparatory Lecture.
w  3l—God I8 not mocked Gal.6: 7.

ed ... ..

7.—The Lord knoweth how to deliver.
z2DPet. 2:9.
14,1t sball be given what ye speak.
Matt. 10:10.

u  91.-My helpors it Chirist Jesus Romn. 16:3
«  gg —Heoar the instructions of n father.
Prov. 4:1.

&.—Preparalory Leclure,

12 —Boek fArst—kingdom; all thore—added.
Matt. 6 33,

« 19— Yo aro the temple of God 1Cor 3.16.
«  g5.—We will made ocur abode with him.

John14:23

Arg. 2 =Where two or three—there am 1.
Matt 18;20
@ §,—\Wo would seo Jesus John 12 &

_ik
i b1 k8.
1 30,—Walk in wisdom, redeeming thne

w  15.—The timo of thy visitution. Luke 19
w g3 ~Fcar of tho Lord, that {s wisdour.

ol 4:
6.~Nor drunkaxdg—inherit the klngdo(}n‘m
sor. 6110,

“  13,~-Women adorn—with good1 yi‘orkn ’

im. 2-9, 10,
«  90,—Proparatory Lecture,
i 97,1 fear the Lord from my youth.
1 Kings 18:12.
8. 8. Times.

Be Graphic.

Do not be afraid of details, teacher.
Bring in all tho winutim, The children
want to know all about it. Every particu-
Iar will interest, and lxelF them to the con-
ception of the thing wn hand, It is by at-
tention to the little points that you bring
out the full round figure of the truth yon
teach., An observer looking at an arti-t
giving but slight taps to the statue befiie
him, thought lle was trifling, but was 1e-
buked by this reply: * The touches which
you s0 ignorantly hold in such small esteein
are the very things which make the failuw e
of n bungler and the chef dauvreof a
mastor."—London 8. 8. Teacher,

Wxar & magnificent gift the Creator
rankes to man eaoh successive »pring!
What refresbment of mind and body, what
oconseious or unconsoious revivals of hope
in dull hearts, whnt'profnlion of things of
beauty which are & joy forever, come with
every spring! O, for the thankful heart,
to scknowledge that aneisnt promise to
taithfully kept-—* While the ‘earth re:
maineth, seed.time and| by cold an
heat, summer and wisteryoday sad- night,
ahall not cense.’ —Di. Guthrie,

VISITING SABBATH BOHOOL
TEACHERS.
v —

BY BEV. L1 EMANDER TAWCKAY, D.D.

The indindual Sabimth Sehool teacher is
responsiblc fin the secess of s eliss and
sehool, o~ to In: viating the absentees.
The guestion ns to whetha the Sublath
School tenchier rly nld vicit the menthers of
L vaass s not sow consids red de Lutal b
That n -tugle ulmenee should ot be allowed
to pass unnuticed by the teacheris implied m
the furthinl dircharge of lus duty. But the
fact still «ots, that many, perhaps the
maj. rity of tenchers, tail i this aespect.
Some negleet thie mportant dnty, sunply
from the want finelination. Many others
woukl take pleasure in doing it, ut they
arc so ongaped dming the week that they
cannot find time. It a teacher eannot vo
pirscnadly to the abwentees of his elass, he
should anange that <onse other one would
go 1 his place.  In every class there will
be absent vnes at thacs; it 19 the duty of
the Sabbath teacher, whenever it wmay I
}\mcticz\blu. to viat sl at their hone and
cindly engiiie of themselves or their par-
ents the eattse of absenee, Such vimiting
has a very happy intluence uponnll puties
concerned.  If a tencher does not visit the
seholays when they have absented thein-
wolves for twa m tliree Sabbaths, lic need
not wonder if 1t ~liould beecome o habitual
paetice with them, to come vnly veeasivn-
ally. or that he may loso sight of them
altogether. T do believe if one is a regular
interesting and vi-iting  teacher, he will
have a tolerably regular elass, and will not
be under the necessity of complaning at
the irregular attendance of his pupils.  We
as ministers of the Gospel would therefore
urgo upon sll Sabbath School teachers to
attend more to this important, but neglect-
ed duty ; go to the hotnes of your scholars
if for nothing else than to sce where they
five and how they hve, and the mfluences
aroinnl them, and thus beeemno acquainted
with their fomilies, and make them teel that
you have nu interest in their welfaro; such
visiting will be n check on the wandering
and careless. It ix well to visit all the
scholars, but more especially the absentees.
Perhaps some of them may be confined to
the sick chambir, and when illness is the
eauso of absence, the xick or denth bed
afford upportunities of pressing home the
truths of tho everlasting Gospel. The
teacher should always niut in dealing with
the scholar on the subject of personul re-
ligion, and he may not find a more suitable
renson than when he and the scholar ave
alone. Carelessness and indifference is
often another causo of absence, perhaps the
scholar may be running on the street or
going along with bad companions when he
ought to be in the Sabbath School. The
tenclier in visiting snch and by speaking
kindly and enrnestly to thom may be the

menns of bringing them to attend the Sab-
bath School. Other ehildren have ungodly

parents, who do nof care whether they at-

tendor not; a friendly visit from the teacher
way bring the children of such within the
sympathics and the happy influences of the

Sabbath School. In attending to this duty,

1ot only will the attendance of o class be

botter kept up, but Sabbath Schicol teachers

who thus visit their scholars will never have

cause of rogrot for o neglected epportunity.

It is therefore of paramount importanco to

the interest and success of any class and

school, that those whoconduct them should

feel the responsibility of attending to this

duty. Teachers, whoso timo is so ocenpied

during the week, that they are unable to

look nfter their nbsentees, others ghould bo

appointed to do it for them. In some

sehiools there is o visiting committee who

foc] the importance jof this work and con-

sequently enter into it heartily. Early in

the weok the Superintendent transfer from

his Record-book o list of the absentees and

hnuds themt to the visiting committee,

Whete this method has been adupted, the

results have heen very satisfuetory, seenr-

ing & more regular attendance nud ann-

creased mterest. Let those who cannot

visit, shew by thdir kindness, sywpathy

and consade ration, ns wdll as by thenw regu-

lar attendauee. that they love theix scholars

and have theiv welfare at heart. Wath re-

gard to kindness and consideration, there

is no sphere of uscfulness which gives more

scope for tho excreiso of such qualities than

does the Sabbath School, and none which

brings back again so rich a reward into the

labourers own heart. If o teacher 1s to win

the aifections of his class, and gain a lasting

inflnence over them, he must manifest a

Kindiy interest in them and their duily life,

thew ~ehool, thewr work, th: 1ok they

pead, the welf ne of thewr parents, w1l other

tlongs,  Plenty of oppoituuities for doing

this wiil be found if teachers are enly will-

ing to avail themsclves of them. Letuo

tencher show in any way that he likes or

takes more interest in one scholar than in

another, for that may rai-e bitter thoughts

and injure the prosperity of the school.

Home visitation as means for securing the

regular attendance of the scholars, cunnot

be too uften 1eiterated, and though often-

times calling for the exercise of self denial
is vet sure to be accunpanied wath most

encouraging and happy vesults. T believé,

as o rule, all tenchers may find sotno op-

portunity of visitingif they have the sincero

wish to do it. It 18 to be feared that many

children aro lost to the Sabbath Schooi,

and dreadful as it seems to contem}»late.

possibly may be Jost for over, tlirough ne-

glect of this duty. A scholar, for examplo,

absents himself for one Sabhath, and no

notice being taken of it by the teacher, he

repeats it perhaps even next SaLlbath, his
parents taken it for granted thot he is at

schiool as nsual, but the schelar may be
with bad companious, and so the evil easily
yemedied as it might hiave been by a watch-

ful, farthful teachor's eave, i3 confirmed till
sarontal authority beeames of no avail, and
it is found too late to be remedied ; but had
a call been mado und the true reason of
absence from the class discovered, steps
wonld have bLeen taken to prevent a repe-
tition ofit. Let every Sabbath teacher at-
tend more than ever to the duty of visiting
absentees from his class, for in a great
measure his success as o teacher may de-
pend upon this. There are many other
ways in which the visits of the teacher may
be weelul,

Tho Object of Our Socisty-
RY THE RLV. JONH BURTON, OF BELLKVILLE,

To buy in the cheapest market and sell
in the dearcst is the world's maxm of
busine ks, Tho mereantile spirit rules, The
tendea - y to weigh all things by profit and
Jeo i totind simung even intelhigent people
m the matter of the B.ble Society’s work,
which is ];udgcd to o the supplying of
ohoap Bibles ; so that when o Testament
can be ubinineld for five coutr, a Liitle for
fiftecy, the chimax is reached, the work
done.  Such julgments keep out of mind
that tha Gospel is not to be volued at a
market prico. ** It is of more wuith thon
rubics, and all tha things thou canet desiro
are nut to ba compared with hier,”

Recognising the irmsh that whoere the
Word of God is not, no Gospel 185 and, as
tho foundation of all Chureh work must be
{ho Bible, tho Bible Socioty has sof itsoll
to work to supply ihat word—to spread
that Book.

This is its one work, which, with single
eye, it keeps in view ; cheapening the
copros thoreof is only ono of the means it
uees to accomplish that end ; nor nced we
pross, at this stage of its work, how
thoroughly and successfully that weans
hns boen used and applied.

T'o misvions such as those of the Jesuits,
eg. along the Mississippi or among the
wild tribes of the 8t, Lawrence Indians,
whose implicit faith in Rome and a recep-
tion of the baptismel rite were synonytour
with conversion, the Bible would be of little
consequence, but where faith in a personal
Saviour, and the Gospel of the Lord Josus
are necessitics, the Bible must precede, or
a4 leatt agoompany tho mirsionary, Hence
the Bible Society is the pioneer of all Prot-
estant missions. The non.geotsrian char-
acter of the Society enables it in the work
of translation and of distribution to excel
all other agencics : for why ? Tt is a rare
gift for individuals to rise above their sec-
tionalism and walk unencumbered by their
own party lines, and it is scarcely evera
church frees itself from ecclesiasticism :—
“1Phe form of things docoives us, and wo quarrel

o'or our creeds,
Whilo each true hoaxt roceives thio one truth it
splrit need.”

Tew, if any, translations from out of the
original tongues in which the Bible was
written, but bear tho mark of that seotion
of the Church, or of the school from whence
that {rausiation came. I'ven our own
noble Saxon version 1s not altogether free
from ecclesiastical bins, ¢ Give us,” said
Chunder Sen, & leader of Iindoo thought,
on his departure from England, whitler
he bad gone to see the practical side of
Chrislianity, a8 already, in the lible, he
had seen its Book; * give us in India the
Bivle, that Word of God, but, ohl give it
to us without your divisions; interpret it
not for us by your seotarianisms, but give
it 40 us that wo may read it for ourselves.”
This our Society is endeavouring to do.
Composed of carnest men, irrespeotive of
creed, employing those whose only re-
quisites aro ability snd Christian zeal ; it
gives, as far as man can give, o the scat-
tered tribes of earth a Bible in their own
tongue, as nou-sectarian as the Prophets
who forotold, and the Apostles who de-
olared a suffering Saviour, have left us
within the pages of Revelation, We want
for earth, not an Anglican, Genevan, Lu.
theran or Oalvinistic Bible, but the Word.
a3 transmitted (o us by Apostles and Pro-
phets, wheroin every poor wandexing soul
may fok himself recognise the voice—*This
is the way, walk ye therein.”

Nor can the general reader enter into
the extreme difficulty of translation. No
light 1abor is it ** to teach n foreigr tongue
the music of one’s ‘own ;" nor is the task
lighter to render without paraphrase, the
shaden of Bible thought in plain speech of
anothe” language, a difliculty more than
doubled by the fuct that, in wuany cases,
tho languago has, in great mearure to be
created, alphabet and grammar formed—
in short the language of many tribes has
first to be learned, then reinade and
taught back cre the Bible cau be giver.
These simplo fucts, which could be ampli
fied slmost without ond, give, or shounld
give, the Society a olaim upon the Ohrisq
tian puolic, thun which no prior one e
be urged. In a future saper some of these
points may bo presented at greater length,
1z the meantime let the reader remember
that the aup{)ly of oheap Bibles is not the
Ultita Thule of the Bible Sosiety work.—
B. 8. Recorder.

The Curse of the Age.
The Londen Quarterly has a strong ar-
tiele on * Prink—tho Vieo and the Dis-
ease,” of which the following is a portion.
“The vice of drunkenness—rightly de-
fised by the nancient Swedes as ‘the
disgraco of man and the mother of misery”
—has sprend over the length and breadth
of our land, prevading country as well ag
town, agricultural as well as commercial
distriots, army as well as navy; aparing the
young as little as the old, the woman
scarcaly loss than the man; the destroyer
of all health and virtue, the breeder of all
sickness and sin; filling every haunt of
vice, overy prison for orime, every hos.
pital for “sickness and accident, every
asylum for madness. No foul epidemic
ever raged more, periodieally, than thie
permanently; no maligoant plant ever
seoded and propagated itself with more
fatal rapidity and abundance. Billious of
gallons and millions of pounde fail, from
their very enormity, to convey defivite
jdeas. The true statistics are those of
erime—~the records of the ealendar, rather
thau those of the exchequer or the excise.
The common police-coutts of London for
ons week suflice {o prove what the last
forty years and upward have brought upon
our country, The very reformation of the
higher classes has helped to blind them to
the evil. We live, as respecis the vice
of drunkenness, in an age of the direst.
iniquity.

Death, to the good man, is jbut passing
through & dark ontry, out of oue little
dusky room into his father's house, joto
snotlier that is fair, large, lightsome, glori-
ous, and divinely blessed. In the lan-
% 16 the heir of

gonid of h
henven, death means everlasting life,—.

saven, and .to
Clarks.




