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in the Paris University. into favorable notice
among English students, but that little
handbook in itseli wauld scarcely prepare
themn for Sa admirable a work Irom time samne
sources as 1 -A l'olitical l-istory of Contem-
porary Europe Since 1814." -and quitc thc
best thing of ils kind that bas been donc.
It will bc remembered that Mr. Fyffe's large
Histary cf Modern Europe, brilliant but by
no means aitagether satisfactory, opened
with the outbreak af the French Revolu-

,tionary WVars. hl. Seignobos starts with
Qthe greax Cangress of Vienna, wbich met in

1814 15. ta testore the balance af power in
Europe. Mr. FyffYt ook each generai
mavement in succession. M. Seignobos
divides bis narrative into local spheres,
cavering the whole area of the continent.
He first takes the donie.îc policy of eacb
country sepai-ately. and, afler gaing through

* the whale series in ibis way. he next recounts
the general movements. the changes in the

* conditions of political, lfil. the history cf
the relations between Church and State, and
cf such revolutianary farces as socialismn
and anarcby. Lastly. he devotes a section
la the international relations of the différent

* counitries. airanged in four periods. The
bock is not what wculd be callcd literary .
there is no descriptive wrixîng. no character-
ization cf individuals. and. cf course. no
military events have a place in the scheme.
Blut it is a history cf painstaking exactitude
and extreme usefulness (2 vols.. 2ci. net).

4. LITETIATIJRE.

Dr. Herbert A. Giles, professor cf Chinese
in the University cf Cambridge, bas dont a
more considerable service than at flrst sigbî

appears, by bis -History cf Chinese Litera-
turc." Incredible as it seems, when we
reflect that Chinese literature was extensive
six centuries before the commencement cf
the Christian era, this is tht firsx tinie that
its history bas been tackled in any language.
V'et it is flot an undertaking thax many men,
ne matter hcw great their qualifications,
wauld enter upon with a ight heart. In tht
opinion cf Dr. Giles, the native scholar is
not so well placed for securing a generai
historical review cf the literature cf China
as is tht outsider. for he is tac close te it.
and in truth may be said ta be buried under
that of which he would be expected ta coin-
mand a camprebiensive view. This is, at
least, truc as regards such a bislary for tht
use cf Western readers. A Eurcpean can
sc the enormous array of Chmncse letters in
their relative importance, bath as ccmpared
among theniselves and with those o! tht
Western world. In addition te that ht
brings a mare bigbly systematized method
te bear upon tht work. We can
scarcely appreciate the amaunt cf study
and labor whicb have preceded the accon.
plishment cf tbis volume, but they miust havt
been aux cf ait proportion to its modest sire.
No better historian and expontent can bc
wished. and. altbcugh the ground ta whïch
he introduces bis readers will bc new ta the
majcrity cf then. to bur it is familiar froin
frequent traverse. Where possible. Dr.
Giles judiciously lets the subject tell ils own
tale, and tht bock contains a large number
cf exarnples in prose and verse, most cf
whicb are bis own tianslations. A litcrary
period is described. and then specimens are

given. Dr. Giles is always there with bis
aid when we need il, but be neyer thrusts
hiniscîf upan the scene. Speciai importance
sbculd bc attached te thc appearance cf the
bock at the present lime when we require
aIl possible ligbx upon the inner workings
cf the Chincse niind (6s ). Mr. Rowland
E. Protbero's and Mr. E. Harlley Coleridge's
edition cf Byron's works. in ta volumes
(6s. per val.). is making good headway.
Volume 5 cf the Letters and Journais. lately
published. caver the periad (April 182o-
October x8aî) cf the rensainder cf bis resi-
dence in tht l>alazza Guiccicli aI RZavenna,
and the commencement of bis stay in the
Palazza Lanfranchi at Pisa. It was an
cxciting tint in Iîaly and for Byron. as be.
tween these dates the Italian Revolulion
was enacîed and aise tht separatien. by
Papal dccree. cf Count and Countess
Guiccioli. As showing tht fullness of tbi's
editian, cf tht 183 letters inchided in the
present volume, ail belanging ta the period
named, 68 were unknown tc Halleckwhcse
collection bas hitherto been the mosx corn-
plete.

Mr. lernard Shaw is again in evidence,
Ibis lime wiîh a triad cf plays. 1, Thrce
l>lays for I'uritans - cantains Tht Devil*s
Disciple. C.ir.ar and Cleopatra. and Captain
Brassbound's Conversion. Described in
in few words. îhey are an odd mixture cf
criginality. paradox. shrewdness, egctism.
and impudence. The last cf these is neyer
s0 prcnounct-d as whcn he confrants Shake-
speare witb NMr. Blernard Shaw (6s.).
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Wall Papers
How is your stock?

Within a fortnight or so at most Spring trade, wiII open
up wvith a rush.
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newest, most artistic, most up-to date and popular-priced
papers ?

if you're not. there's no excuse for you. We have
the right goods, and wvili send you sample books of the
Staunton 1901 Une on request. Drop a card.
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