BOOKSELLER

THE
IDLE MOMENT

SHABBILY dressed man entered a busy oftice and,
A addressing a clerk who sat at wark said © My
dear siv, do you know how much time yvon lose
dipping a pen into the ink 2 Ten dips a minute means
six hundred dips an hour or six thousand dips in ten
hours. and each dip consumes—-""
“Yes, T know.™" replied the elerk.
all out.”

1 have figured it

“And yet 1 find you still writing in the old way.”
“Yes, | am using the fountain pen you sold me
about a month ago~using it in the old way because it
wan't write any other way.”
“Beg pardon,” vemarked the ealler, hurriedly. 'Pm
in the wrong oftice.  Good-morning.*”
L [ ]

Pufling  and blowing, the fat passenger began  to
climb to the upper berth in the sleeping car.

“Pretty hard work, isn't it 2"* said the commercial
man in the lower berth.

“Tt is,” answered the fat passenger. “for a man oi
my weight.”™

“How much do you weigh, may T ask ?'’

*“Three hundred and cighty-seven pounds.™

“Hold on: ‘Take this one ' exclaimed the other.
his hair beginning to rise on end.  ““I’d rather sleep in
the upper berth anyway. The ventilation is better.”

It was in a railway carrviage, and the company con-
sisted of several commereinl travelers and a staid and
pompous old gentleman. Various efforts were unsuccess-
fully made by the knights of the road to draw their com-
panion into conversation. At length one of them said :

*Come, sir, 1 know vou are one of us. Tell us what
vou are traveling in.”

<Sir.”" answered the old gentleman, facing his inter-
locutor ealmly, 1 am travehng in very objectionable
and inquisitive company, and the carringe is full of my
samples.””

e,

The stationer attempted to scll the stranger a pack
of plaving-cards for twenty cents, and was surprised
when the customer insisted on pavine a nickel additional,

The mystery was rendered elear, however, when the
stationer discovered that the stranger was a naval officer
and was accustomed to nothing less than a quarter deck.

Proprictor Book<hop (in Lalapoloosa, lnd).—laok
here, young man ! Why didn’t you forward the list of
war six-hest-sellers to New York, last week ?

The New Clerk.—"Cause we only ~old five, ~ir.

He had invented a beetle powder, and he had adver-
tised it far and wide.

There came a day when a eustomer rushed frantieally
into the shop owned by the distinguished inveator—a
chemist.  The customer showed signs of intense agita-
tion.

*Give me another half-pound of your heetle powder !
Quick !** he cried.

“I'm glad you like it,” said the chemist, proceeding
with the order.

“Yes,” said the excited man. *I have one beetle al-

AND STATIONER

ready very ill, af T ean only et home before he tecovers
and give him another halfspound, he'll die.™

The chemist decided not to ask that customer for a
testimontal to stick in his window,

“What is it £ asked the Farmer, looking askaoee at
the bage which the book canvasser had dropped on  the
ground with a weary aiv,

I have some of the most entertaining and instrue
tive literature of the day here, sie” answered the ean
vasser, endeavoring to brighten up a little in order to
seeure a purchaser. *ln these days of edueation, when
our sons and daughters have been trained—=""

“Ain‘t got none,™’
ungrammatically.

interrupted the farmer grufliy and

1 have an assortment of books, sir, to suit all,”
continued the canvasser, ““and any which T may not have
in stock I can get on the shortest notice,  Here are—=""
and he proceeded to rattle off the names of half-a-dozen
as he pulled them out of his bag.

“I'm afeard you ain’t got the kind T want,” said the

farmer. after a carelul survey of the exteviors. **This
one scems to he the nearest—how much is it 1
“That., sir. is five shillings,”” replied the canvasser.

the farmer. 1 want
added, "1 don’t read
If it's got a leather

“Here. take it back,” said
somethin® cheap.  You see.” he
‘em, but they comes in handy like.
cover, it does very well for a razor strop. If itUs thick,
it comes in fustrate to put under the drawers aor the
table when the foot or the castor comes ofl. I it's big,
it'll do to hold the winder up, And 1 like “em with a
fastener, so  as the book won’t fly apen and get the
leaves smeaved with mud when 1 throw it at the dog.
No, don’t think you've got any as will do for me.””

CONDENSED OR « WANT ™ ADVERTISEMENTS.

Advertisements under this heading, %o, a wonl first insertion s 1o, a word
each culweguent insertion,

Contractions cvunt as one wonl, but five figgures (ae $1LAM) are allonal as
one wonl,

Cash romittance 1o cover cost MUBE acvompany all advertisements, I
N0 case can this rule be averliokad,.  Advertisements reecived without remit.
tance cannot be acknowlalgal,

Where replics come to oureare to be forwandad, five cents must be added
10 ot Lo CoVeT pataye, e,

FOR SALE.

BOOK. stationcry and tancy goods business in a growing town; stock

abour $2 5>, well assorted ; price easy and terms to suit: a good
chance to secure an established and profitable business; investigation
solicited. Address, Hoz 73t Forest. Ond

TRAVELLER

wanted for jJanuary 1st.
Stationery man.

A first-class experienced

Apply stating references and experience to

W. J. GAGE & G0., Limited

TORONTO




