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’l‘(’)R()N‘I'() topics ¢ well, not
exactly, as there is not much
news to tell; but, better still,
we have news from the Vlllage Home.
This spring the opportunity came for a
trip to England and the privilege of
coming back again with the first party
of girls, and it was too good a thing to
miss, giving, as it did, the chance to
see our dear and honoured Director
and so many friends who had been out
here and were now in England. 1t is
50 many years since my last visit to
Iliford, most of my girls were not
thought about then, and all of them
know the Village looking so different
from the one I remember. There was
no new Village, with its charming red-
tiled cottages, no pretty children’s
church. We used, in those days, to
take our children to service up in the
old school-room. The dove-cote is in
the centre still, but one cannot see up
the length of the Village, for the bushes
have grown so tall. Of course, the
Governor’s house is still in the same
place, though it looks different hecause
of the new cottages beyond it. (‘airns’
House, with the baw windows giving
such a pretty view of the Village, is
new, and Mossford has been enlarged
We only went into two cottages
Cyril, where there were a number of
girls employed in doing the most
beautiful drawn-work and mat-making.
One was working a knitting machine,
and they have a spinning-wheel there,
and hope soon to get the loom to weave
their own linen. And Mayflower, Miss
Williams’ cottage, where we saw the
poor lassie who has had to liec on her
back so many years. How thankful we
ought to be forour health and the power
to run about how and where we will!
First of all, 1 know most of the
girls will be asking the same question
that greeted us with the T'oronto girls,
“How is Dr. Barnardo? Did you sec
him?”  Yes, I saw him, und he looks
wondertully well when we remembe
how very seriously ill he has been; and
he was just the saine as cvar >0 kind
and thuu&hlful asking about the guls
and expressing pleasuie in twose wha
are Jdoing well. Swicly, gl wher
think of all he tas doae to, you and

you

the way he has put you each on the
way to prosperity and a good name and
good position, it is a little too bad that
you are not more ready to acknowledge
it and that some should want to disown
the old Homes. There is an idea that
our girls have a bad name; but it is not
so with the majority of people, but only
with those who have chanced to know
one or two who are not a credit to the
Homes and have not come across the
many good ones we have who are hid-
ing their light under a bushel.

Miss Code is not the least bit altered
—as bright and cheery as ever, so
pleased to receive all the loving mes-
sages of which I was the bearer, and so
glad to hear that the girls remembered
her. She did not seem to realize how
dear her name is to Toronto girls, at
any rate, as it no doubt 1is to all who
knew her out here.

Miss Stent, just the same as of old,
was 1 her office; so glad to hear of
one and another of the girls in whom

she talkes such an mtervest and (o
whom <he hae an darge and loving o
|\nar(_

Miss \\'f-qtgarth, looking just as nsual
but a little tired, sent very much love
to the girls, especially the ““hig girls”
for whom she has <o much special
thought and sympathy, realizing what
temptations they have and how much
they need grace and help to withstand
them.

And now, last but not least, and not
that we think the girls will be any less
eager to hear, but it is difhcult to say
all one would like to in a little space
about Mrs. Godfrey, the Mother of the
Village, how, when a name was men-
tioned, she knew the cottage, and was
so glad to hear of the girl’s well being,
She was looking so well, too, notwith
standing all she has to do and the
many and manifold calls on har e
and sympathy Mo Godfrey was just

the same as e hee, thace and
cvarywhero, so chaay, and bish and
teady fol any cnelgelicy
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