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Most physician’s fail to recognize the
pharmacist’s position in such matters.
They de not seem to realize that a certain
amount of advice to the public is natural-
Iy expected, and morally legitimate and
proper.  The public demands a certain
amount of advice and council from neigh-
bors and friends, including the pharma-
cist.  His advice is properly sought as to
a convenient cathartic, the use of sweet
spirit of nitre for a slight cold. or arnica
for a bruise, ctc. : also, as to the probable
scriousness  of  certain symptoms, and
necessity for securing medical attendance
without delay : likewise advice concern-
ing the proper dininfectant for unsanitary
household conditions, ete.

Such advice by the pharmacist is surely
legitimate and for the general good. He
does not Iose his right as an individual by
being a pharmacist. and an  individual
would do the same from any acquired
knowledge or experience. Ii there were
no pharmacists. the public would probably
in such matters depend as a rule upon
the advice of less educated persons, or
tike their chances with these houschold
remedies ; not resort to the physican and!
pay a fee. As long as the pharmacist
confines his advice ¢to simple atlments or
conditions, and sanitation. he can do
much good., prevent wuch seli-injury by
the public. and do much toward cducatings
the Iatter to have a higher regard for the,
services physician when such are
required.

The pharmacist of to-day by means of
the modern college of pharmacy curricu-
Tum, is alse elucited and qualified as to
be capable of gmiving most advantageous
first aid to the injured. pending the arrival
of a physician. thus making the latter's
cfforts more fruitinl in good results, and
oiten saving life, -

But the pharmacist who goes outside
the lines of propricty and reasonable ser-
vice to the public. and. without the physi-
cian’s training or skill, attempts to sup-
plant him by making physical examina-
tions, or treating severe or serious condi-
tions, is guilty of a crime against the pa-
tient and the physician, and, if for a re-
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muneration, also before the law. Such
course is sure to ultimately result in dis-
aster,

Educating the pharmacist as a physi-
cian, as proposed some two years ago by
a prominent New York pharmacist, would
gravely complicate the situation and sure-
Iy tend to degrade both pharmacy and
melicine. The pharmacist edueated as a
physician would be unnecessarly educated
for pharmacy. and would soon cease to be
a pharmacist.  His pharmacy would soon
become  a  dispensary ;  true  pharmacy
would be more and more neglected byt
him an1 the true exponents of both medi-
cine and of pharmacy forced to take issue
against him, This is a day of specialties.
Pharmacy and medicine have each of
them so broadened and deepenced, and be-
come s comprechensive, as to require the
unceasing  energy, interest, and devotion
of the practitioner of either of them, in
order for Lim to be a true and proper re-
presentative of that profession.  To at-
tempt to ride two lorses at once is in-
varialily to court disaster, particularly if
each requires one’s whole attention.

Respecting  these complaints regarding
substitution. it is evident that substitution
is a crime against the patient, the physi-
cian. and the pharmacentical association.
of which erime he who thoughtiully con-
the matter cannot unconcernedly
be guilty. Upon a strict conformity to
the provisions of the prescriptions oft-
times depend the successful career of the
physician, and the pharmacist, and the
sadvation of the patient,  FHonor and seli-
interest demand that these considerations
be not wenored.

The pharmacist who recommends g
patent medicine or specialty, the constitu-
ents of which are unknown to him. as-
sumes a great risk and is likely to somq
day most uncomfortably sce the ervor in
saeh procedure,

Medical favoritisms by pharmacists are
usunlly unwise, and the criticizing of onc
physician’s prescriptions and treatment in
a casc in the interest of a physician friend
or favorite, is most reprehensible, and
quite a serious matter in casc of a rupture
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