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-after-treatment, to induce her to submit to some measures whereby
we might dry up that horrible ** safety-valve ¥
I have already described the condition i which 1 found my
patient, when I was fisst called 1n to see her, To any one acquainted
with scenes such as this, her case at first sight could, certamnly,
promisc no hope. Termbly exhausting as her discase was, how-
ever, one moment’s observation sufficed to fully convince me that
one-half, at least, of this fearful emaciation was to be ascnbed to
sheer starvation.  Of so ddlicate a natare was the potency of the
medicines which she had hitherto been taking, 1n infinitesmal doses,
that the very simplest and most wholesome articles ot food were -
“incompatible” with them, and accordingly they had been as stuctly
prohibited as they had Dbeen fauthfully cschewed, so that when I
d—as the only d 1 could then recommend which
mght prove of some use to the dying woman—that her parched
ips and mouth might be moistened now and then with a fow drops
of brandy and water, her horror-stucken nurse could hardly be per-
suaded to administer what she had been taught seriously to consuder
as fatally antagonistic to the virtue of the fast few drops and globules
which she had given the patient shortly before my amval.  But
there was no time to be lost ; a drowntng man wil catch ac straws,
and she, with a trembhing hand and feartul countenance, went about
in the cxecution ot my suggestion.  Having done this, I directed
her 10 hit up sonc of the bhinds, to let m more hght.  All fnends
L vesent, but one, were kindly requested to retire trom the crowded
ch:\rnbcr, and having made everything about her as cheerful and
comforlabli: as possible, Ileft, with 2 promise tu retum i a few
hours, expecting only, however, to find the dying woman beyond the
need of human aid.
On my return, I “:bsurp-mcd to nd that my pauent was not
cnly still living, bat also p D of decided imy
ment. In fact, the very small quanuty ot the stimulant she had
taken, seemed certamly to have had so buneficial an effect, as sufficed
1o determine me there and then that wy patient would and should
recover.  During the first few days, she was kept alive by the un-
wearied perseverance of her friends, who kep. fecdmgllcr with drop¢
of stimulants.  As s00n as she was able to swaliow nourishment o
medicine in sufficient quantities, she was put on a liberal dict.
including every acticle of wholesome food she micht relish; while
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