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that many other forns of monstrosities are
explained upon the principle of retarded
developmient, and that those parts which are
the last completed, present the greater nun-
ber of deviations fromn the ordinary or natuira!
rul es. Among th e ancients. monstrosities
were considered as mere experiments on the
part of atoms to produce some other species,
or race

IUMAN STIRPICULTURE.

The discussion raised bv the proposail to
bring back the famnous racehorse Ormonde to
this coutry for stud purposes is, to use a
favourite expression of Thomas Carlyle's,

significant of mnuch." It is a striking
proof of the relative value which is placed
on animal and on human stock that whilst a
horse is judge'd unworthy to beget issue
because lie is a " roarer," Manmy owners of
such an animai would not object to let their
onu offspriimg imarry into famnilies in wiîch
tubercle or nerve disease is hand dowlm
from one generation to another as an ralien-
able heirloom. Indeed, a diseased inherit
ance is sonetimes- as in the case of gout-
actually boasted of as a mark of blue blood.
As for the moral intellectual and family his-
tory of " eligible " young men, 1.e parents
of marriageable girls are for the most part
utterly careless, or think a.ny little deficien-
cies in these points more than co1ered by
wealth or title. The resuilts of this indiffer-
ence are already writ large in the individual
and in the race. Under existing social con-
ditions it is vain to hope for anv great or
general improveinent in these respects, thiough
a family doctor gifted vith the necessary
tact can often use his influence advantage-
ously in this direction. If only a fraction
of the care that is exercised in the breeding
of horses were used in the propagation of
the species, there would be a hope that the
perfectibility of the race might be something
better than a Utopian dream. Of course the
Socialists will tell us that wlien their king-
doni is accomplished everything will be for
the best in the best of all possible worlds ;
and no doubt under a dispensation in which
individual rights and interests are subordin-
ated to the good of the comnmunity, it mnight
be possible to cultivate men and women as
gardeners do orchids and tulips. Sone ten-
tative efforts in this direction have already
been made, though hardly, perhaps, under
the most favourable conditions. At the
meeting of the American Association for the

Advancement of Science, hpld at Washing-
tun last August, Mrs. A. N. McGee gave an
account of an extensive and systernatie
experiment in " huIan stirpiculture " which
was carried ont in Central New York
between 1868 and 1879. Il the Oneida
Comninunity, founded hy J H. Noves, com-
muunity iot only of goods but of persons vas
practised. At first the Iirth-rate was care-
fullv limited, but, in 1868, the nembership
iaving inerensed to 250 and the financial<
position of the Coini mî'îîty being extremely

the experi ment in stirpicultire
was begun. Its object was primarily the
increase of sanctity in succeeding generation,
the physical and intellectual perfection of
the progeny being regarded as secondarv
con.i:lerations. TIe metiod used was in-
and-in breeding, with a juilicious infusion of
fresh blood frmi the outer worldi from tiie
to tinie, and careful selection of individnuls.
Between 1869 and 1880 inuv children were
boni as the result of the experiment, which
promised to be very successful till it was
suddeInly interrupted by the breaking up of.
the Commniiiity in 1879. The ciief reason
assigned for the failure of the schemue is that
to nogamus spirit proved at last too
strong for tie scientifically reglated promis-
cuity necessary foi stirpicuilturl purposes
in other words. ulima nature-that factor
so often ieglected hv vould be refumuers of
society-becamue restive and kiekeI over thie
traces, The resuits of the experiment appear
to be that five of the clildrenl born to thie
Oneida Communitv died at hirth, one was.

acknowledged to he a failure plysically, one
bas sinice died, and the others-whose ages
now range from il to 22 years-are pro-
mînoniced to be " on the wlole somewhat
above the outside average in physique and
intellect." Even in point of sanctity, the
particular " strain " aimed at in the stirpi-
cultural experiment, tlhe outcomile can scarce-
ly be called encouraging,'since only oie of
the children is a foilower of thie prophet of
the cuit, Mr. Noyes t and of the rest, it is
sad ta hear, but few are regular churcli mcm-
bers. On the whole, hîumîan stirpiculture as.

practised by the. Oneida Community must be

pronounced a lfailtuire.-Brit. M1Ied. Journ.

Tri Kick-a-poo Medicine Co. is favouring
the Maritime Provinces with tlheir philam-
thro4py. The name has, no doubt, beei
carefully chosen with the idea that it vill
draw well, and we suppose it will.
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