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The Antitoxin Treatment of Diphtheria.
- H. Urquhart Walker, L.R.C.P. and S. Ed., late
Medical Officer of Health, Worksop, Notts, writes:
I was called in to sec M. J., a gl, aged 8, on July

27th. I was told she had been ill for a day or
1wo. She had passed a vcry restless night, and
had been quite delirious. Ii the morning sle had
coimpl.iinèd of lier throat. Her temnperature vas
102° and ber ptlse 130. On examiniation, the
tonsils and fauces gcnerally were red and swollen,
and on the right tonsil vas a patch of membrane,
but not very large. On the 28th the hreatLing
was more dilicrult ; the throat presented much the
same appearance as on the previous day. On the
29;lh the breathing was worse, and the fauces on
the riglît and left sides were covered with mem-
brane. Iln the evening the respiration was very

quick. On hie 3 0th the membrane vas wehl
forned, even e-xtending well over the soAt palate
and hanging downî into the mouth. Up to this
time the child -id been treated with iron and
chlorate of potash internally, and the constant use
of the lime-water spray. It was evident thit soie-
thing nmore must be done, so I resorted to anti-
toxin, a supplv of which I had procured on reading
Pr. Goodhart's case in the Britis, Jfedicalfou-nail
of July 28th. Eleven minims of antitoxin vere
injected into the forcarm with strict antiseptic pre-
cautions. The temp'îerature at the tine of injection
vas 103° and the pulse 140. Four hours aftcr the

injection hie child was mnuch improved. There
was no fever and the pulse quite quiet. She had
a good night, and had to be roused by the nurse
to receive her nourisiment. On the 3 i st the sane
improvenient continued, although the membrane
was still present, although loosening on the right
sicle. The temperature was normal. During the
day much of tie membrane came away. The last

patch to forni had disappeared. All that was to
be seen waîs on the uvula and on the left side. On
Auguct ist all signs of membrane had dis ppeared.
From that date uninterrupted recovery took place.
I wish to cal! attention to the fact that within a
few hours after using theantitoxin the tempeirature
was reducd 4°, and remained normal. The con-
stitutional disturhance was at once checked, al-
though the membrane still reniained on the u ula
and left side of the throat. 'lhe new pach on the
soft palate at once disappeared, and the appear-

ance generally becaie more normal. The injec
tion was follon ed neithur by local nor by generil
disturbance. I should add that I was induced tu

try the effect of antitoxin in this case by Dr. Noi-
man Walker, of the Edinburgi Royal Infirmai),
then on a visit to Worksop.-- Bri/ish Ildiia/

fourna/.

How to Compute the Dose for Childre-1.
-Dr. P. Bolognini contends that the formulS, m
general use for computing the doses of remedies
suitable for LffLrent ages are unsatisfactory. u
has computed the a\erage weight of children fui
each month of the firt year and for cach year
thereafter up tu the eighteenth, and upon this aiL

has formîulated the fullowing rules :
i. Froni birth to end of the irst year: let il

stand for dose and m for the age of the infant in
month.s. Then the fraction of the adult dose will

be represented by dl = 20 -M. 2. For a child
fron two to eighteen years of age tu formula i.
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il dose, and a = age of the child in years.-
Archives of I>diatrcs

Infection of Fresh Wounds. -Sciim mdl-
busch (.Deul. med. Il i(h., July oilth, 1894) relates
his investigations into the taking up uf bacteria by
fresh bleedir.g wounds. Anputatiun of a limb
several centimetres above such an infected wound,
e:en after a short time, is unable to ward off the
fatal event. le refers to Nissen's experiments
with reference to anthrax in this respect. Animas,
nere inoculated by the author, along nitl Ricker,
nith pure anthrax cuhures or anthrax containmng
tissue. Anthrax was found by means of cultiva-
tion experiments in the internal organs when the
animal was killed, even as early as haif an hour
after the infection. The author further niade sone
cighty experinents with saprophytic micro-organ-
isns. In the sl.ortest possible time these niclo-
organisms could be demnonstrated in the internai
organs. Five minutes after the infection of a
wound in the thigh of a rabbit with b. pyocyaineus,
these micro-organisms were found in the organs.
Large portions of tic organs in question must b-
taken and cut up into the snallest pieces. 'I he
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