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The Antitoxin Treatment of Diphtheria.
— H. Urquhart Walker, I.R.C.P. and 8. Ed, late
Medical Officer of Health, Worksop, Notts, writes :
I was called in 1o see M. J., a git], aged §, on July
27th. T was told she had been ill fora day or
two. She had passed a very restless night, and
had been quite delirious.  In the morning she had
complainéd of her throat. Her temperature was
1o2° and her pulse 130. On examination, the
tonsils and fauces generally were red and swollen,
and on the right tonsil was a patch of membrane,
but not very large. On the 28th the breathing
was more diffirult; the throat presented much the
same appearance as on the previous day.  On the
29th the breathing was worse, and the fauces on
the right and left sides were covered with mem-
brane. In the evening the respiration was very
quick.  On the 3oth ihe membrane was well
formed, even extending well over the soft palate
and hanging down into the mouth. Up to this
time the child had been treated with iron and
chlorate of potash internally, and the constant use
of the lime-water spray. It was evident that some-
thing wore must be done, so I resorted to anti-
toxin, a supply of which T had procured on reading
Pr. Goodhart’s case in the British Medical jJournal
of July 28th. Eleven minims of antitoxin were
injected into the forcarm with strict antiseptic pre-
cautions. The temnerature at the time of injection
was 103° and the pulse 140.  Four hours after the
injection the child was much improved. There
was no fever and the pulse quite quict.  She had
a good night, and had to be roused by the nurse
toreceive her nourishment.  Onthe 31st the same
improvement continued, although the membrane
was still present, although loosening on the right
side. The temperature was normal.  During the
day much of the membrane came away. The last
patch to form had disappeared. All that was to
be seen was on the uvula and on the left side. On
August 1st all signs of membrane had dis ppeared.
From that date uninterrupted recovery took place.
I wish to call attention to the fact that within a
few hours after using the antitoxin the temnjerature
was reduced 4°, and remained normal.  The con-
stitutional disturbance was at once checked, al-
though the membrane still remained on the wula
and left side of the throat. The new pa‘ch on the
soft palate at once disappeared, and the appear-
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ance generally became more normal. The injec
tion was followed ncither Ly local nor by general
disturbance. I should add that I was induced to
try the effect of antitoxin in this case by Dr. Nor-
man Walker, of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmaiy,
then on a visit to Worksop.-— British Medical
Sournal.

How to Compute the Dose for Children.
—Dr. P. Bolognini contends that the formule in
general use for computing the doses of remedies
suitable for diffcrent ages are unsatisfactory.  He
has computed the average weight of children fo
cach month of the first ycar and for cach ycar
thereafter up to the cighteenth, and upon this basis
has formulated the following rules :

r. From birth to end of the first year: let &
stand for dose and # for the age of the infant in
menths.  Then the fraction of the adult dase will

1
be represented by & = 20 --m. 2. For a child
from tnwo to eighteen years of age the formula s
24a
d= .
4 = dose, and a = age of the child in years.--
Archives of Lediatrics

Infection of Fresh Wounds. - Schimmdi-
busch (Dewt. med. Hock., July 12thy 1894) relates
his investigations into the taking up of bacteria by
fresh Lleeding wounds.  Amputation of a limb
several centimetres above such an infected wound,
cien after a short time, is unable to ward off the
fatal event.  He refers to Nissen's experimients
with reference to anthras in this respect. Animals
were inoculated by the author, along with Ricker,
with pure anthrax culiures or anthrax containing
tissue.  Anthrax was found by meuns of cultiva-
tion experiments ia the internal organs when the
animal was killed, even as early as half an hour
aflter the infection.  The author further made some
vighty experiments with saprophytic micre-organ-
isms.  In the shortest possible time these micto-
organisms could be demonstrated in the internal
organs. Five minutes after the infection of a
wound in the thigh of a rabbit with b. pyocyaneus,
these micro-organisms were found in the organs.
large portions of the organs in question must be
taken and cut up into the smallest pieces. ‘The



