
ON A ÀNENV SPECIES OF' AGELACRINITES.

researches have so greatly added to Our knovledge of thle obseurer
*organisms of the Sihirian age nîd ivho bias doue so mach, in ail res-
,PecÈe, for tlie advancemneut of Caîiadian Paloeontology.

'The present communication is sub-divided into two short sections.
*The firEt contains a detaiked description of the new specics. This
description, it should be remarked, hiowever, is founded on a single
example. The second section comprises an aninlytical review of the
enlus Agelac-rinifee iii general, more especially Nvith regard to ifs
structural relations aud nffillities.

so. In the specimien on -which this description is based, ifs diarneter
exactly equals hiaif an inch. It i2 slighAtiy convex above, and flat, or
apparently somcwhat concavv iwo.Fromi the centre of fthe Upper
side, five, rays, coxnposed each of Ii double series of alternating or
interlocking plates, radiai:e t.oiards tlic margini of thie dlise, and ter-
rairate in Iwell-defiuied points at about the twelfthi of an inch from
this margi n. The rays1, ii. flic solitary specimien under exainination,
ex'hibit no traecs of pores, evci w'hcn sfrongly rnagnified. Neyer-
tbeless, pores xnay have beeni, anci probably wvere, originally present.
It is easy to coniceive hiow minute orifices of this kind miiglit become
obliterated during fossilization; .vhist on the other band, the object
of the rays is altogether inexplicable, unless we look upon themn as
rcally represeniting- ambulacral areas. Moreover, poriferous ray-plates
have actnally becu discovercd in certain examples of A.4elacrinites;
and anaIog,-y conisequently, 'wonid lend us to infer that, in ail> they
existcd originally. These rays, at their origin, leave a small central
space covered ly larger auJd soinewvliat rhombic plates. The latter
appear f0 be five in number, and f0 constitute tflilrst ray-plates, one
being common f0 two adjacent rayS. Very possibly, lxowevcr, each
of tiiese rlhonîbic plates niav be divided tbrouglh the centre, longi-


