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British Statesmen and Public Education,

During the present Parliamentary recess, members have been ac-
cording to annual custom, lecturing at Mechanic’s Institutes, presid-
ing at agricultural, and various local and general meetings, ex-
pressing rather freely their opinions on all topics of public interest.
The followiug are the opinions of some of the mure prominent actors
upon public education.

Lorp Joux RusseLL in his inaugural address before the National
Association for the Promotion of Social Science, just held in Liver-
pool, expressed himself thus:—

« [ will not waste your time in examining and refuting the b~
jections which have been made to the general education of the
people. It may suffice for me to say that it is education which ena-
{)lesthe Scotch labourer’s son to compete with the most favoured of
his contemporaries, to rise to the highest posts ofdignity and power,
and to scale the loftiest eminences of science. It is education which
enables the United States of America to proceed in their wonderiul
career, upheld by the most popular institutions, without serious dis-
turbance of law and order. It is education which in England has
mainly prevented such tumults as forty years ago broke the peace
and alarmed the minds of this country; it is education which has
bound the mass of the people o the Throne by the links of an en-
lightened loyalty. On the subject of education there appears to me
10 have been a change somewhat similar to that which took place
many years ago on the subject of geok{gy. At that period geologists
were divided into Neptunians or Vulcanians, Wernerians or
Hattonians, and hot was the dispute regarding the best theory
of the formation of the crust of the world. Some wise men
said, however, ¢ Let us first investigate the facts without trou-
bling ourselves what theory they may confirm or invalidate.” This
diminished, science has gained by the change. In like manner. po-
pular or national education has been a matter of warm contention
among sects and parties till the present year. Sir J. Pakington, who
presided in the Department of Exlucation last year, and who deser-
ves the highest credit for his labours on this subject, %m inthe
Jate session of Parliament, with the concurrence of the best friends
of the cause, that an address should be presented 10 the Queen in

favour of the appointment of a Royal Commission, to inquire into ti
I}resexnt state of the education of all classes in England and Waje

he late Government acceded to this proposal, and the present 4.
named commissioners of high reputation aml weight in the counti
of whom the Duke of Newcastle is the })residen:. From this Cor.-
mission we look for a fair and impartial display of fucts, upon the
bearing of which Parhament and the nation can decide. Opimon
is gtill 1n the gristle upon this subject. For my own part, I confess
that, anxious as [ am for the progress of education, [ am quite will-
ing to renounce any desire to establish in this country the system
of France, Austria, or Prussia. The freedom of choice in our modes
of popular instruction, the noble fountains of Jiterature, sacred and
secular, which are open to the youth thirsting for knowledge,
Rower to range over the writings of Bacon and Skakspeare, and

filton and Addison, seem to make our national education, imper-
fect and incomplete as it is, still far superior to those continental
models. I must not omit to mention the areat eflorts which have
been recently made to improve the education of the middle classes.
The examinations instituted by the University of Oxford do honour
to that venerable body. Nor ought we to pronounce hastily on the
result of the first of these examinations. It seems to me apparent
that at a time, when not only degrees and honours are attached to
successful competition, but” the very entrance to the civil service
and the scientific pant of the military service in India is guarded by
examiners, it is of the utmost importance to understand rightly what
the nature of the prescribed inqmrr isto be. I hope that while ail
honuur is paid to attainments, while quickness and_self-pussession
on the day of tnal have their due reward, the qualitics of diligence,
aud fidelity and steadiness in a clerk, of a ready perception aud a
prompt judgment in a soldier, will not escape the judwing eye of our
chief examiners. Even in awarding a degree much discrimination
is required, and a failure in one branch of knowledge may be ba-
lanced by excellence in ancther. Some severity at the commence-
ment of such a system itself must be carefully watched, and the
experiment must often be repeated before it can be said that the
strength of our new machinery has been fully tested.”

_ Lorb Joux Maxxrens before the Waltham Agricultural Associa-
tion, advocates more camest attention to phys:c;ﬁ tramning :—

<« We all know how the educationof the children of the peasantry
of this country has received a great and sensible influence from
the speeches which have been made and the suggestions which
have been thrown out at meetings of this kind. But’ s0 much has
been said on that subject, and so certainly do I think the progressof
education in its common and hacknied sense 1o be secured in the
country, that I will dwell no longer upon it further than to say that I
hope in our zeal and our endeavours to promote the education of the
intellect we shall not altogether lose sight of the education of the
bodies of the children of the labouring classes. I attach such im-
R:\unce to the manly and athletic games and pastimes, which have

retofore characterized all classes of our English community, that

I would say to all men, however wisc, however stupid, howeve:



