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British Statesmen and Publie Edeacation.
During the present Parliamentary rece.qs members have been ac-

cordiig to annual custom, lecturing al Medianic's Institutes, presid-
il- at aricultural, and varlous local and general meetings, ex-
presing t-ather freeiy titeir opinions on ail topics of public illiterest.
tle folfowiiig are the opinions or seine of the mure promineni actorti

tipon public education.
LoinD Joniq RusSELL ini bis inaugural address before Ille National

Association for te Promotion of Sociai Science, jue i eld in Liver-
pool, expressed himsef thus:-

"I wili flot wvalte your lime ini examining ami refuting the âb-
jections wvhich have been macle to thte general education of the

pu le.îtmay iufice for me Ie say that it je education whîch ena-
blsteSotchlbue" son to compete with te most favoured cf

bis coniemporaries, ici rise to the hi<'hest poste oftligniy and power,
and to scale the loftielit emincuîces J science. t il; educ'aîaon wliich
enables the United Staies cf Atuerica te prcced in ilteir woiîderful
career, upheld by the most popular instfitutions, without serious dis-
turbance cf Jaw and orfer. htis education which ini England ha$
mainly prevented such mnuits as forhy yýears ago broke -the peace
and alarmed the mînds cf tItis country; it is elucaticn which lias
bousid %he mass of the people Io the ThTone by lte links of an en-
ichiened, loyalty. On the subject cf edlucation lteip appears ho me
tè»have been a chan-e sornewitat similar to thai which teck place
tnany years mgo on lte subjet cf geolVty. At iliat peried geologîste
were divided into Neptunians or Vulcanianeç, Wernerians or
Hattonians, and flot %%as the disepute regarding the best theory
cf te formation of the crut of te wvorlu. Some wise men
said, lîowever, 44Let us firat investigate the facîs wiihout trou-
bling ourselves %vliat î.heory îhey may confirm, or invalidai." This
diminished, science han gamncd by lte change. lIn like mannerpe-
polar or natienal elucattici has been a matter cf wvarn contention~

smg ets and parties tilI the preseni year. Sir J. Palcinglon, wito
presi ed in the Department cf FEducalion last yesr, and w1he ceser-
v« ttce highest crédit fer lis labours en tiij subjectit roesod in the
lie sepi"o f Parliament, with the concurrence cf 1h eatre
of the cause, that an acîdrees should be ptesented te the Qusen in
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faveur of thie appoîniment of a Royal Commissiîin, te itiquire inb Il
p resetnt state of thie educatioti of aIl classes in Etgland and li

lie laie Government acceded 10 this proposai, and the present h.
named commissioners or hifgli repulation asid %%7ighit iit lthe couinti
cf wlomtlieDuke of Newcasile itliepresiden:. From ibis Cci.-
mitision we look for a fair and impartial d isplay of fitel.-, tîo tlle
beariina cf wvhich h'arliament and the nation cati deQcîde. Opiniion
is euhl in the grisîle upon this subjeci. For mv oivii part, 1 coxifess
ihat, anxicus as I arn for the pro-ress cf educèaiioi, 1 arn quite %viIl-
in- te reneuisce any, desire te establisz ini tlis country te systemn
of'Fraice, Austria, or Prussia. The freedioin cf choice !in or niode.>
of popular instruction, the noble foutains cf literature, sacred antd
secular, witich are open te the yotith ilîirstiiîg for kiowe lge t
powver te range over lthe writings cf Baconi an.d SI'akispeare, anid
Miltoni and Addisont, seem le make otr national etcation, imper-
feet and incomplete ati il is., stilI far suiperior to titose continental
mollets. 1 mîiiît tict omit to mention thte -rreat enions whliclî have
been recenîly mnade to improve the educ.joni of thue middle classes.
The examinations instiiuied by the University cf Oxford (le linotir
te that vencrable body. Nor ou-lit we 10 pronlounce, lastily oi the
result of thc first cf ihelse examinaiouts. i seînis te me apparent
ihat tI a lime, when not only degrees and lionours arc attached lu
successful ccmpetiîiotî, but the very eniralîce te the civil service
and te scienliffie pant of the mililary service in Iiidia is _-uaTtied by
exatniners, il is cf thae ulmeet importance te tîttdcerst.iîad i igitly wvlî;î
the nature of te prescribed inquirj! is Io be. 1 hope thai while ail
hciiuur is paid le altainimenls, wîti e quickîtess and self-possession
on the day cf trial havé their due rcwvantl, lIhe qnaliiics of diligence,
attd fideiîy and steadinese in a clerk, of a ready perceptioni and a
prompt jutigmenl in a soldier, wiil net escape lthe judgiîng cye of our
chief examiners. Event in awvardiitg a degrce inuelt'd dseni ination
às required, and a failure in cite branch of-knowedge may be bla-
lanced by excellence in another. Some severiîy atilthe commence-
ment cf such a systemt iself must be carefully %vatclied, anîd lthe
expetiment muet often be repeated before il cati be said lthai the
sirengt cf our new machinery lias been fully tse.

Loini Joitri MANNr.îS before lthe Walhiam A'gicultural Associa
tian, advocates mnore camest attention to physicaI lraininsr:

"4W.allknewhowtheeducationof tue cliireiiofiiîepcasantry-
cf Ibis ceuitry lias received a great and sensible influence front
the speeches which have been made and lte sugges-ýctions whîicil
have been throu'n out al meetings cf titis kind. lluit su mîach lias
beeli said on that subject, and sa certainly dol tiînk the progrese! of
education in ils commun and hackntîed .euse to be seciirei in the
country, that 1 wili dweil noc longer iîpon il furliier titan tu say tuait 1
hope in eut zeai andl or endeavours te promoe the ediicaîijon cf the
intellect w. shaîl net altogether flse niglit cf thue cducaîion of the
bodhes cf the chiîdren cf the labouing cla.-.es-. 1 altacit such im-
piortance te îhe muly and afletie ge.mes anîd ptme,'hcîhave
hers lofor rerze & Il classes c. f onr Englîsit comnnnnity, ltai
1 would say te ail men, however wise, houvever stupid, hicîevet

Volume Ili.


