
Opeîbing the Book of Records.

tea wlth a few drops of vinegar Instead of
inilk, or grue], and the like, should be givexi
in smali doses frequently repexited. Great
caution Is necessry at the moin2nt of restor-
ation, and for somne timne afterward.

OPENING THE BOOK 0F RECORDS.

ILLUSTRATION Of Mal. iii. 16.

Lighit is thrown upon this passage
by a ref'erence to the practice of
,chronicles, or books of record, being
kept by Eastern princes, in w'hich
books wvere entered niany matters of
importance relative to the state. Thus,
"11When the adversaries of Judah and
Benjamin heard that tise children of
the captivity builded the temple unto
the Lord God of Isriel,*" and set to
wvork to oppose it; Il Relhum,- the
chancellor, and Shimshai, the scribe,
-wrote a letter against Jerusalem, to
Artaxerxes, the king" of Persia, in
wvhic-h they petitioned the king in
these Nvords: IlThat search may be
made in the book of tise records of
thy fathers: so shaît thou find in the
book of the records, and know that
this city 1$ a rebellious city, and
hurtfüt -unto kings and provinces, and
that they have moved sedition within
the same, of old time: for wbich
cause ivas this city destroyed." The
king, ini consequence, searched the
book of the records, and found as
they said, and prevented Jerusalem
at that timne fromn beitig recovered
from its ruins. So we read in Esther,
that Mordecai thejew had discovered
a plot of two of the chamberlains of
king Ahiasuerus, to dethrone or des-
troy hlm, and having made it knowvn
to queen Esther, she immnediately told
itto the king. "lAnd when inquisition
was made of the matter, it Nv.as found
out; therefore ttxey were both hanged
on a tree, and it 'was written iii the
book of the chronicles before the
king." Some time elapsed, and no
notice ias further taken of Mordecai,
except by the king's proud ininister
of tate, Haman, who, inortified that

Mordecai would not pay iîn the
hornage ho received frorn the obse-
quioits iPersians around liîmi, deter-
miicd, ini revenge, to destroy balh
him and his people. For this purpose.
he, as a favorite servant of tise kim,
obtained a royal decee, which was
on the ove of oxecution, whien Pro-
vidence remarkably interposed. Otie
night, the kînig could flot sleep, andi
ho commanded to bring the book of
records of the chronicles; and tiîey
wero read bofore the king. lIt was
founld in reading thens, that Mordecai
had rendored the greatest service to
the king ln discovering the plot of
bis chamnberlains, and, on furtser
inquiry, that lie lsad nover been
rewarded. This led to the olevatiton
of Mordecai, tise downfall of l-aiuan,
the preservation of the Jews, and the
destruction of tlieir principal enieniies.

Tisese littie seripture narratives at
cnce illustradtO tise expression of" tihe
book of remorubrance" kept Isefore
the Lord, Ilfor themn that feared the
Lord, and thouglit upon bis niaie."
Such tiiere were (turing the iiîost
wicked state of the Jews, j ust prior
to the destruction of .Jerusaleni, and
the gracious eye of God iras upous
thein. As the scribe of an earthiv
prince would record ail the actions of
distinguishied subjeets, so everv one
that feared and reverenccd Goa was
carefully noticed by bis, ani wouid
ho sale iii the day of approaciig
calamity. Il They shal lie mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in the day
whien 1 make up my jeiveIs; and 1
ivili spare tbem, as a inais spareth his
own 'son that serveth hl." \e
may streteli our thoughts stili further,
to that awful day of wiich the des-
truction of Jerusalem inay bic consid-
ered as a faint type, and tisen, -,vhen
the wicked ,hall be consumed in the
flames of Divine wrath, the great
iKin- of kings shall sec, infinitely
more clearly thari over inonarcli sav
thse register'of bis siibjecfs' deeds, ail
the evidences of bis people's charac-


