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moval of the improvements wiuch obstruet the navigation of the St. Law-
rence, and the completion of the improvementaof the Welland Canal, the
nataral route to the sen muat possess the most advantages.  Mour and
provisions are bulky and ponderous articles, and, therefore, when water-
borne thronghout the enure route, with only one trandnpment (either at
Montreal or Quebee), an advantaze must be felt in those seasona of the
year when the navigatton is open  ‘T'he writer just quoted, aflinns that
the American canals are open later in the autwnn than the Welland ; but
it scems to have cseaped hun that the Welland 1« open a fortmght earlier
in the gpring than the Erie Canal, owing to the peculiar dnft of the ice
towards the bottom of the Inke.

* Although the 10th of October is set down ay the period when success-
ful competition ceases for the year, it must be recollected that the St.
Lawrence is open unti} the early part of November, offering abundant
tune for wheat grown on either sude of the lakes, wineh 18 harvested in
July, to reach the powt of shipiment, m the shape of flour even, in good
senson.  As respects the fating oft of the busmess it Montreal by the
employment ot large vessels, we cannot, with our himied knowledge of
mercantile matters, dispute wath a practical merchant; but we would,
nevertheless, call to mund the fact, that it was contidently predicted that
Albany would fall mto a state of decay on the coapletion of the Frie
Canal. The canal bonts, it was asserted, would proceed down the Hud-
son, passing Albany ns n mere finger-post or mile-stone on the way. Yet
so far from thus prophecy having been fulfilled, Albany has doubled her
pupulation, or nearly so ; improved in wealth, architecture, and general
refinement ; and advanced herself to a city of the first class in this Union
There are advantages w respect to Montreal, we mean in s local posi-
tion, that must conunand ¢ large trade.  Situated near the confluence of
the Ottawa with the St. Lawrence, a stream which drains a vast country
yet in the very cradle of its infancy ; being in juxtaposition and connect-
ed by radroad with Lake Champlatn and the surrounding fertile districts;
and being, moreover, the capital and the seat of povernment ,—Montreal
must always retain its pre-eminence.  That Quebec will profit in the way
described, we have no doubt, and itis right that such should be the case .
her misfortunes in the Jdestructive conflagrations, and the deprivation she
has suffered in the removal of the Goverunment, entitle hier to our warmest
sympathies ; and we sincerely hope that the terminus of the Halifax rail-
road is also in reserve for her.

“ But the experiment of free trade is not to be applied to Canada imme-
diately. She has three years to prepare for it ; and if during that time it
becomes obvious that the burthen is too great for the colony to bear, some
modification of the measure will take place, or at all events somne mode of
assisting her will be resorted to But &ir Robert Pecl says that Canada,
with her great natural advantage of possessing the grand hishway from
the Lakes to the sca, can, with diligence, exertion, and economy, compete
with the artificial communications of the State of New York.

“ We are opitimists in all mnatters and things reluting 1o Eugland and
her colonies ; we arc opitimists in regard to the industry, intelligence, and
exploits of the British race ; and we nre optimists, too, in this matter of
the corn carrying trade, if the people of Canada will be true to them-
sclves.”

We are glad to find some of our Protectionist brethren plucking np
courage.  Awmongst others, the Toronto Colonisthegins to disvover that it
will be as well-—~nuw that we are fairly dovuied to loose the advantages
we have hitherto enjuyed—to look aboant and sce what can be done for
ourscives. The followmg are the remarks of our contemporary. They
are certainly encouraging *—

“ Whatever the result may be, the zovernment and parhament of Canada are nut
responsible forit; and howeser gloomy, 1n the eyes of many, the future prospect mny bey
the people must learn to depend entirely and exclusively on their owa exertions, snd to
make up by wwdivudual and combined energy and enterpnse, what they are Lihely to be
depnived of 1n the way of legisiative protection.  The parhnment may take avav all pro-
tection, 1t may nnposo taxes and burdens, but 1t cannot deprive us of our nne sotl a
clunate, our splendid water communications and othes great soutces of wealth, which
tequire but perseverance and encrgy slone for therr proper developement. 1t quite
ptopet to resist, by every constitutional means, our being dvprived of advantagecapparent
or rend, which wo mny already poweess, but, once deprined of them by lawfa! avthoraty,
1t would be abject folly to 2ive way to despondency.  Lustead of that, 1t 1« Just the tne
for redoubled energy , for trneing out new sources of industzy aud smpros cment, to mahe
up for the lostes sustaned, ond o ncrense as much as possible our maternl wealth,  Tet
this be the cave henceforward in Upper Canada, and thendustrious will suzely meet with
theie duo reward.”

It 15 the fashion with some people to speak of Fice-Trade as an exper:-
ment—as something that has never been tried practically—as a mere
abstract notion—a whim—something between a dream and a hobly.
Nothing can be further from the trath.  Free-Trade ideas rest on the
authority of facts. They have on their side the history of the commerce
of Great Britan, and more especrally the commercial lustory of the last
thirty years ; sbove all, that history since the adoption of the tanff of
1842. Never was a principle subjected to a greater number and variety
of experimental tests, or verified by a more copions and demonsirative -
duction, Take the woollen trade, or the cotton trade, or the linen trade,
or the silk trade, or the iron trade, ur the slupping and tber trade—they
oll tell the same tale: ** not only have they not tlourished by reason of the
principle of protection, but they have flourished as that protection has
been removed ; nay more, they have flourished still more as that protec-
tion has been withdrawn.” We clallenge any onc of those of our city
contemporaries who affect to sneer at Free Trade, to produce one single
instance where the withdrawal of protection has not been followed by
beneficial results.
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The Hauulton Board of Trade have received, through the Civil Secre-
tary’'s Office, & reply to n Petition transnutted by them to England on the
16th May last, praying for a continuance of the present protection, ** or at
least such o modification thereof as may enable them to compete with
European growers of corn in the Briush markets.”  The answer is to the
effect that the prayer of the petition is inconsstent with the views of Her
Majesty's Government, and the decision come to by a majority of the
British Parhament.  ‘The Journal and Express says, 1t 1s ¢ very explicit,
and leaves no liope of arresting the withdrawal of protection t. Canadian
products.”

ToroNTo Boarp of TRADE~—At a meeting of this Board on Mondny
last, Mr. Muibolland brought under cousideration a cnse of deep impor-
tance to the commercial interests of Canada.  We shull mve a brief out-
line. On Monday, a mercantile house m this eity had occasion to enter
at the Custom-house an invoice of German goody, imported via New
York. ‘The Collector refused to take the entry at invoice prices, and in-
sisted on adding 40 per cent. thereto, caleulatitig the duties on amount
resulting.  The agarieved party, who, we believ: is Mr Mulholland him-
self, submitted to the impost, but declared that he would seek his remedy.
Mr. M. has, as a preliminary measure, brought the case before the Boa rd
of ‘I'rade ; and a general meeting is to be convened for itsconsnderuuon:at
an carly day. We have no doubt that the Board will give the question
the most careful attention, and we consider that Mr. Mulholland is de-
serving of the approbation of the mereantile body, for s public spirit in
taking the course winch he has adopted.—The subject of throwing open
the navigation of the St. Lawrence to all nations, as a mcans of removing
the great evil of high Atlantic freights, was discussed wath much interest,
und is again to be brought before the gereral Board.~—Tvronto Examiner.

Lake-OxTarto I arBoURs.—Orders have been received by the Ord-
nance Department here, we understand, for proceeding with the expendi-
ture of £10,000 1n umprovsug the harbour and bulding a fort at Port
Hope. The harbour 18 to be made capable of admuung vessels drawing
18 feet of water. From the representations of the various captains of ves-
sels on the luke, made 1 a petition to the Leaislature, some time ago, re-
gpecting the public necessity which requires the construction of a harbour
between this city and Kingston, which may serve as a refuge for vessels in
stormy weather, we cannot doubt that the step about to be tnken was call-
cd for by the interests of commerce and humanity. Windsor Harbour
has undergone great improvement, and 1s unyuestivnably capable of being
made an excellent one.  When this and the Port Hope Harbour have
heen made what they are capable of, the navigation of the lake will be
comparatively free from the perils that now attend 1t, parucularly in the
fall of the year.—Toronto Lxaminer.

FarLy Waeat.—On Thursday, June 11, there were exinbited in the
Fxchange News-room speciunens of wheat in full year, from the farm of
Harrold Littledale, Esq., at Egremont.  ‘The stalks were full four feet
high ; the heads were strong and healthy.  There 18 one peculiarity
about ttus crop . the seed came last year from Austrthia, was the crop of
1814, and was taken from the slup's side to the three-acre ficld, where it
was sown in December. The wheat sown i October, from the best Eng-
hsh sced, in an adjoining ficld, thongh looking well, is not yet in ear. If
a general concluston may be drawn from this experiment, it is desirable
to import seed from southern into northern climates ; and it demonstrates
the crroncousness of the prevalent opinjun respecting the uufitness of seed
intensely dried, while it shews, at the same time, the capacity of Australia
as a wheat-producing country.  In general, it is comsidered suflicient for
the farmers’ prospects if wheat gets into ear by the 20th of June, and we
were ahout to take for granted that this carly <, rcitaen was owing to the
seed being Australian, when we learned that & whoie fie'd, from English
seed, at the farm of R. E. 1arvey, Esyg., at Walion, was ajso in ear on
Thursday. Still as the Austrahan seed has anticipated the Buglish sced
on Mr Littledale's farm, ‘he inference is inevitahle that Australian wheat
is an carly harvest under hke circumstances.  Mr. Harvey’s mode of cul-
vyation ought to he noted, for early harvests would be, generally, a

lessing in this chmate.—Liverpool lournal.

Avrrica axo The TiMacr Durins.—~* 1 heard frequent discussions on
the present state of the timber duaties, both Leve [Nova Scotiz} and n
Canada, and great was my suiprise to find the majority of the small pro-
pricires, or that class in whose prosperity and success the strength of 2
new colony conests, regrettmg that the mother country had legislated so
much in their favour.  They sul that a few large captalists and ship-
owners amassed constderable fortunes (some of theiu, however, losing
them agaun by over-speculation), and that the polincal influence of a &w
such merchants was naturally greater than that of a hust of small far.
mere, who conld never so effectively plead their canse to the Government.
But, on the other hand. the labourers enagnged during the severe winter,
at high pay, to fell and transport the tnuber to the coast, became invari-
ably a drn’en and improvident sct.  “Another serious mischief accrued
10 the colony from this traflic: as often as the new settlers reached the
tracts from which the wood had been removed, they found, iustead of a
cleared region, ready for cultivation, a dense copsewood or vigorous un-
dergrowth of young trees, far more expensive to deal with than the ori-
ginal forest, and, w' « was worse, all the best kind, of timber, fit for farin
buildimgs and othe: uses, had been taken away, having been carefully se~
lected for exportation to Great Britain.  So 1hat, while the English are
submitung to pay an enhanced price for timber, inferior in quality to that
of Norway, the majority of the colonists, for whom the sacrifices are made,
feel no grattude for the boon.  On the contrary, they complain of a mo-
nopoly that enrichies a few timber mershants, at the expense of the more
regutar and steady process of agriculture.”—Lyell's Tiavels in Nerth
lmerica, vol. 2, p. 225,

R o P A S Mt e+ 4 o o



