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lias amiofg Protestants enlisted the energies of only a fcw English and
German missionaries, and in recent tirnes of a Swcdish society. The
jesuits began work tiiore already ini the sixteenth century and managed even
to set one of their own puppets on the throne ; but a reaction came, and the
expulsionl of the Fathers followed, wlio were not admitted again until in

recexit years. Accordingr to, the Catholie writer Munzenberger, hixnself a
jesuit, in his "1 Abyssinnien," there are now in that country thirty native
Cathohie prios, assistedl by eloyen priets of the Lazarist congregation
undexi thle direction of Bishop Crouzet. The principal station ie at Keren.

Hce' tee, there ie a seminary with sixty pupils studying the Ethiopie and
Latin languages togetl'er with theology. There are aise in Abyssinia eight
Cathlolie schos-six for boys and two for girls. Statisties of Protestant

,SUCCess are not obtainable, but progress bas been mnade, and both thie peo.
ple and their churcli deserve mucli more attention on the part of Christian
lmission workers than they are receiving. This their character, hietory,
ana status abundantly demonstrate.

The Armenian, the Syrian, the Coptic, ana other Oriental churches have
ajuost been wiped ont by the Moslcm conquerors. The few thousanda of
ATrnefian Cliristians that are scattered through the Turkish and Persian

emnpires-the Copts in Egypt, the Thomas Christians in India-these and
communions lilce these are the more reomains and raine of former greatriess
and a sad reminder of what was ]ost to Christianity and civilization by
thec success of the Mohammedan propaganda of the sword and f aise doc-
trine. The Abyssinians, the modern representatives of the Ethiopians of
history, are the only Eastern Christians thiat in theiar national existence
have not been crushed by the Mohammedans. Against fearful odds the
mountaineers of tho "iSwitzerland of Africa," as Ethiopia is otten cailed,
maintained a struggle for life and death with the fanatical defenders of
Islam. The latter were able to crowd back the Christians of Southeastern
Europe te the very gates of Vienna, and the Christians of Southwcstern
Europe te the north and east of France, yet they could not wipe ont the
Abyssinians, -which they have been trying to do for more than a thousand
years. The latter stili stand as the only non-harbarian people of the
African continent that did not yieid to the armes of the falso prophet of

This unique historical prominence is in accord wvith pediglree, enigin,
and character. In ail these respects they are unlike the other peopies of
the flark Continent. They belong te the Semitie famniy of peoples, the
sanie towhich also the Jews, the Arabe, the Babylonians, the Assyrians, and
other nations wlîo hiave been powerful factors aud determining forces in the
éarly history of tise hum-an race. In faet, they are tise only inenîber of this
farnily that as a nation has adopted Cliristianity. It wiil ever reonain oe
of thse strange phienomnena of history thiat Chiristianity sprang out of Semitie
sou, buthlas, found its greatest adhcrence aineng the Aryan peopies. The
Syiians were Semitie, but Cliristianity Ny.u noever their national religion.
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