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1893.] THE CHURCH OF ABYSSINIA. 8

has among Protestants ecnlisted thoe encrgies of only a few English and
German missionaries, and in recent times of a Swedish society. The
Jesuits began work there already i the sixteenth century and managed even
1o set one of their own puppets on the throne ; but a reaction came, and the
oxpulsion of the Fathers followed, who were not admitted again until in
recent years. According to the Catholic writer Miinzenberger, himself a
Jesuit, in his ¢ Abyssinnien,” there are now in that country thirty native
Catholic priests, assisted by eleven priests of the Lazarist congregation
under; the direction of Bishop Crouzet. The principal station is at Keren.
Here, too, there is a seminary with sixty pupils studying the Ethiopic and
Latin languages together with theology. There are also in Abyssinia eight
Catholic schools—six for boys and two for girls, Statistics of Protestant
success are not obtainable, but progress has been made, and both the peo-
ple and their church deserve much more attention on the part of Christian
mission workers than they are receiving. This their character, history,
aud status abundantly demonstrate.

The Armenian, the Syrian, the Coptic, and other Oriental churches have
almost been wiped out by the Moslem conquerors. The few thousands of
Armenian Christians that are scattered through the Turkish and Persian
empires—the Copts in Egypt, the Thomas Christians in India—these and
communions like these are the mere remains and ruins of former greatness
and s sad reminder of what was lost to Christianity and civilization by
the success of the Mohammedan propaganda of the sword and false doc-
trine. The Abyssinians, the modern representatives of the Ethiopians of
history, are the only Eastern Christians that in their national existence
have not been crushed by the Mohammedans. Against fearful odds the
mountaineers of the ¢ Switzerland of Africa,” as Ethiopia is often called,
maintsined 3 struggle for lifo and death with the fanatical defenders of
Islam. The latter wero able to crowd back the Christians of Southeastern
Earope to the very gates of Vienna, and the Christians of Southwestern
Europe to the north ard east of France, yet they could not wipe out the
Abyssinians, which they have been trying to do for more than a thousand
years. The latter still stand as the only non-harbarian people of the
African continent that did mnot yield to the arms of the false prophet of
Mecea,

This unique historical prominence is in accord with pedigree, origin,
and character. In all these respects they are unlike the other peoples of
the Dark Continent. They belong to the Semitic family of peoples, the
same to which also the Jews, the Arabs, the Babylonians, the Assyrians, and
other nations who have been powerful factors and determining forces in the
carly history of the human race. In fact, they are the only member of this
family that as a nation has adopted Christianity. It will ever remain one
of the strange phenomena of history that Christianity sprang out of Semitic
goil, but has found its greatest adherence among the Aryan peoples. The

Syrians were Semitic, but Christianity was never their national religion.



