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than wce have to efficiently guard it. Besicles, the " Son of Ileaven'a"
dlaimi to uinivorsal empire is a factor -%iceh has flot been sufliciently con-
sidered. The tinie will coine wlien the Chinese will try to inakc it good.

Self-pres-rvation dernands the ev.ingelization cfi the Chinose. China is
destined to become cither a conservator or a menace to Christendom.
Which, it shall bo depcnds largely upon the nmissionary effort of this cen-
tury. Whcn the tiîne cornes, as it inevitably wvi11, wlien an ot'tlct mnust
bc found for the swarming inillion.i of this land, and when they miay try
to make good their cdaim to universal empire, 'At will be iveli for us if she
is a Christian ]and.

IV. Reasons for liopefulness.
sec strong reasons for believing in the speedy evangelization of the

lanîd of Sinim.
1. The openingr of te country. Only a littie more than 300 years ago

Francis Xavier, the noted Catholic xnissionary, stood before the wva1ls of
the Middle Kingdoin vainly seelduîgin adîniittancc. It seomod to thec devoted
Jesuit that it was surrounded by a ivali of exclusion a% ilai as heaven and
as liard as adarnant, pad lie called out in the agony of bis soul, 1'O rock,
rock!1 whien wilt thou opon te nmy Master !" Humanly spoaking, there
%vas littie prospect of ever penetrating this walI of exclusion, yet tbree
centuries lias seen it broken down, reinoved, entirely swopt away. The
inissionary to-day Lis access to the entire eiglitcen provinces of the
Empire.

2. Thiere is botter feeling upon the part of the people. I unake this
statemnent wvithi a full knowledge of the recent disturbances in China.

Weethere not botter feeling there would have been fifty Tientsin nias-
sacres since hast Mav. These troubles in China have been grcatly muis-
undcrstood, in this country. They are not " Anti-Mý,issionary" neots, but
an insurrectionary movemnent upon the part of a treasonable secret society.
The Eînpcror's edict ig au irspiration to ail who hielieve in the providential
ordering of events. It is a distinct recognition of Christianity, and
amures protection to nissionaies- aina tive convert%.

3. Increased willingncss to liear the Gospel. There has been a notable
cnge iii this respect in reent ycars. There is no trouble te get large,

attentive audiences to listen tn the preaching of the Gospel.
4. Su--ces.-Twcntv-five years ago there were less titan 500 coni'erts, un

the whole Empire. Thiten ycars ego there w'ere 13,000 communicants;
now tiiere are 40,000. In 1878, 1.1,000 native Ciiistians contributed
R.9000 te file support of the Gospel. Last year the 40,000 converts gave
$40,000 ; and the biegriining of modern missions dates froin te openirg
of the country in 1860. Besides, it xniuRt ho remesnbered. thitt successa ini
iioins etannot lie comiputed by aritlîmetic. You cannot craint hc'ads anmd

sa-y this represents the resuits of rnissionary enterprise. Thiere is an
tink-ncwn qtniit..,y to lie taken into consideration. You cannot nieasure
in a table of statisties, the breakincr down of prejudice, the reinoving of
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