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a tstinience fromn everything tlîat lias 111e- -that is to say, flesli, flsh, and
eggs, the Suiniassis inuist bathe every niorning in a publie tank in ail1 weathers,
and do the Saie before every incal. "* Tire Fiather did not think it expe.-
dicut Io add that Suniassis, amiong oflhcrs things, inust wear an orange-
colored drcss ; rub cow's dring on their forelieadsa and breasts ; have a
tigrer's skin across tire shouiders ; have a club or staff on ivhich. are seven
natural knots, and go daily througi numerous ceremonies, andi that ail
,thesc have a close association with heathienism. Tirus armed and cquipped
did these " Brahînaus from the norti,-" these " Roman Suniassis"
(" Lettres Edifiantes, " tome x., pp. 15, 46), go foith to teacli idolaters
howv to worship and serve tire true God

AIl the nrissionaries did flot resort to tirese xnethods. They were
adopted by a class, certaînly w'itlr tire assent of somne others, for the pur-
pose of wirning over, if possible, to tire Catîrolie faith. the social and ia-
tellectuni leaders of tire Ilindus. It was seen that the Braimans -%ere
excessively liard to win, and that between themi and the lower castes and
out-castes marked distinctions existud, but that if the former were gaincd
over the conversion of the latter Nwuutld bc coniparatively easy, if flot in-
evitable. But tlîis inetlrod involved the recognition of caste and of mucîr
bcside utterly subversive of Christian doctrine, and even truth and
hionesty. " Tire catechist of a low casqte," writes Father Maduit, '' can
never ho eunployed to teacîr Ilindus of a, caste more elevated. The Braîr-
mans and tIre Sudras have great co nternpt for tire Pariahis. . . WTe
iinust, therefore, have Pariahi catechists and Braîrnianical catechists for the
Brahurians, whicli causes ns a great deal of difficulty. " And thon lie illus-
trates tire difficulty tlmus :A cateclrist came to bcg hilu to baptize sonie
Pariali catechumnens and to confess certain neophytes. But " tihe fear that
tie i3rahnians and Sudras igh-t corne to learn the stops 1 hiad tLaken, aiid
ience looli upon nie as infainous and unwortlîy éver after of hrolding any
intercourse witlr theni, hindcred me from groiing.'' Subsequently lio wvnt,
and writcs: I mande thiese poo people go to a retired place about three
1bagues froin lience, where I myseif joined theni in tire niglit, aird with. tIre
nrost carefui precautions, and tîrere I ba«,ptiyed thireur If Not only liad the
Parialrs separate catecluists, but separate chur-ches ; nor vrould a Christianu
Suniassi enter one of theïr dweliings to adniinister tire hast rites of tIre
Church, tirongh ho would do this if tire dying were renîoved ont of thiri
own dwelling-contamiuated by low caste or no caste-into the open air,
oI7 a proper caste church. Tire rosuits of sucli ai policy wcre such as mnight
have boon anticipated. As tire Romanr Brainans irad tIroir poitas, cow

* sec -Lettres E-dittantes et Ciricifeuperç tox., p. 32A. Paris, 1780.
Also Il 1,Ytslma Bralimunicn Fra Paolicio Barhic;pp. 4î, 5MI, Ù7. Romoe, 1791.
The icailing feitures of Nobilibat.!s or Nohillk's courm arc st2xted by tire Jesuit Jouvlncy in his

rriuuory or the ordcr, iad ia viîrdicat!oii of tire poEcy purqued whcn itvL was sb-scqtntly caflcd In
qtietion, tire Secrctary to tire Congregation (le Propagavidn Fie wroto in 16-.0 tu Pope Innocent tiait
Nobilis, a'rthougi lie called ilmnscif a Bralinrn,w~as r.ot grrilt of rlischood!1

f IlLettres Edifizuitesq," tomec x., iii. Z13-t1ï.


