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As the ATHE-N.&UI has seldom had au ar-,
ticle upon thiis subjeet, perbaps we carnt
do botter than present an epitonie of these
four episties, as; the volume in inhicli they
are found is flot Iikeiy in the hands of
many of our readers. In giving the cpi-
tome, the langunge, of tho rncy and original
writer wiil be as closely ndhered to as pos-
sible. The first of these letters embraces
those points which have been set forth times
without number; and the other three d weil
upen 'what is littie attended te, but what 18
nevertheless more important. In the lat-
ter, tbe author shows the evil influence of
aniiimoderate use of fictitio-ds works upon
practical. benevolenee, and the hardening
effects of excessive senisibility. But we
will look at the subject in the order in which
Mr. Rogers hais treated it.

Novels are net by any means te be indis-
criminately condemned. Every tbing de-
pends upon the quality and quantity. The
imagination~ ia a faculty given us by God
for development ; and it is healthfully stim-
uiated by works of fiction of a high order.
flaste shouid be cnltivated, land works of
fiction, inspired by real genius, have a bene-
ficial, tendeney iu that direction. Nevels
often inculcate important lessons, of life
and conduct in a :more pleasing form, than
the simple didactie style adumits of; and
when based on knowledge of hurnan nature,
and developed with dramatie skili, may
teach many au important truth of nmerai
philosephy, more effeetively tha-j an ab-
titruse treatise. -When thxe style 18 what it
should be, they inerease out knowledge of
language, and give us greater comamand
over it. And as mental relaxation is a
need of ail who are diligent in their em-
ployments, such reIaration is easily and
legitimately found in the occasional perusal
of a judiclous work of fiction.

New the immense ni ajority of novele,
have ne tendeney te fuifil. any of the ends
indicatedl, but have' a divectIy contrary
effeet. Ths number of *qooel nevels, at
command is maore than one can possibly
read, so that there, is ne excuse for indulg-

ing in truinipery. Iliferlor novels enfeeble
the intellect-impoverishi the imagination
-vulgarize taste and style-give fiise or
distorted views of life and human naLttre,-
and, wlhati perhaps worst thbimî all, wastc
that. precious tinie which, in'ght be given
te solid imiproveinont. The mina sinks in-~
sensibiy te tho level of sucli books, and as
the appetite for rcailing trashi beconucu more
and more vorneious and indiserimninate, ià
leaves neither powver nor inclination to ap.
'pre,%Àite botter books. If the reader does
net feel that what lie reads is wortb read-
ing for itis own, sake,-thiat ho coula rend
it over agrain with pleasure ;-if lie does
flot feel that the incidents are naturally
conccived, the scenes vividly described, tlic
dialogue draînatie and piquant, tlic char-
acters sharply drawn, hie may lie sure the
book is wqrthless. No fiction is intellectu-
ally, worth anybody's, readfing, that lias
net considerable merit ns a w'uil of nrt;
and such worlçs are ever feit to be wvorth
reading agyain, often with. increase of inter-
est. It is indeed tlie truest test of ill the
highest efforts of this kind ;-neiv benuties
steni out upon us on each perusai. If for
a while ne fietion is read but such. as witl
boar to be often read, the taste wviIl bocorno
pure and olevated, ana a badl novel )vill.
grow hatef ni.

And toco many evon of th e very best n ov-
els may be rend. The imagination rnay be
tee nxuch stimulnted and developed, tili1 it
at length stuntsalnl the severer faculties
which demand a proportional culture. 'Re-
laxation te be of any value should be mned-
erate-the confectionary of ordinary diet.
IKeep a novel for au hocur of well-earned
leisure, or ns relief after-arduous duty, and
the fare will be doubly delicious. When
ordinary books of a sobor and instructive
character are r'ind with disrelish, when-
practical. duties are returned to Nwith reluet-
ance and the work-a-day world looks soni-
bre and sad-colored to yeu, rest nssured,
that you have been lingering too long lu
fairy.Iand, and indulging tee mucli in day-
dreams.
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