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Parlianient iust represent towns and counties, not hunman be-
ings. But no one seeks to annihilate towns and counties. Towns
and counties, it inay be presuxued, are represented whien the bumnan
beings who inhabit thient. are represented. "

In the management *of our Banks and joint Stock Companies
wve weighi the votes as welcl as count theni but Mien it coines to
nianaging a nation the whole thing beconies a inatter of arithuactie
and Geography. In the nature of things, what more reasonable than

àg xo modification =wzf the geograpliical basis tlîat wvould permit repre-
sentation of th~e Universities and even classes of men? r1lie idea is as
old is the representation of tlic Universities and the establislied Churcli
in Britain. In flnc,uuder our systeul docs a mieniber of Parliann'int
represent anyone but hinuseif and the organized Machine called party
which elects hii? It is idle to pretend thiat, iii a close constituency
(which is the coimou one)thie répresentative of the mnajority does tiot
sit iu Parlianient by the grace of the purchasable elemient. If anyonc
doubt it let the skeptic consuit the volume of election cases in the lawv
reports of the country and the recen t proiceediui gs of parliainien tary, coin-
uxittees. A leaven of wvhat nîay be shortly called institutional and class
repreÉentation would at least tend to initigate this preposteroiîs tra-
vcsty of representative goverurmnut, wiile ir cotild lic reasonably ex-
pected to steiîx the tide of degeueracy in the character of the people'.;
delegates.

Froude. in lus favorite attitude of remionstrance, comiplaîns that
wvhile the docrs of things are the sulent mien wvho are not fouild spout-
îug upon platformus, wve have decided that orators are the fittest peo-
ple to rule over us. "The coustitueucies chioose their memibers ac-
cording to the fiuency of their tongiies. Can lie niiake a speech ?
is the one test of competeucy for a lcgislator,aud tixe ixost persuai.$4-ý
of the whole wve nuake prinme ninister. We admîire tlue mn for luis
gifts,and weý accept wvhat lue says for the inanner nia wvliclx it is utterecl.
lie nxay contradict to-day whiat lie asscrted yesterday. No niatter.
He cau persuade others wvhercver lie is persuaded hinuself. And suclu
is the nature of inii that lie eau convince hiuîself of auything wvhiclu
it is his interest to believe. These are the pet-sons whlo are now re-
graded, as w.ur wisest."

Many valutable nien could be induced to sit ini Parlianuent %vlio would
flot subuxit to be dragged there ut the wheel of the party mîachîine
through the inire of a popular election, wvlile too often tie doors of
our nion-elective legisiative cluanbers are sixut against such mn be-
cause, forsooth, they have tiot diily rendered the qualifying qudd p-o
quo of party service and allegiance. As Mill iu lis chapter already
quoted says: 1 Political life is indeed in Anerica a uuost valuable

*school. but it is a school froinu which the ablest teachers are ex-
cluded flic first nîinds in the country' beiing as effcctually shiut
out fronu the national representation, and froin public functiouîs


