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gratvl woric ainong young î..en, nlobotty wviIl deny.
That tlicir influence upon tho thourpht and lives of our
p)eople is tremiendous, the iiiost superflcial observer
niust admit. Buý 1 cannoa holp feeling that in many
cases thoy (Io not take that intorcat iii the historical
and politicat relations of their country wvhich they
miglit. Young Canadians hy tho hundred comoe away
from academic life, cold and indifferont te Canadian
interests as such, an.d titis lethargy begets jr coo many
instances, an absoluto ignorance of the hiatorical
mecaning of aur country and people. But somoe iili
say, Il what difference does it niaise about the strugglo
botween the Englishi and French? 0 f whiat significance
is the Quebc Act, Conqucat of Quobec, or tho war of
1812? The contest for responsible governinent,
Canfederation of 1867 ami aur, presont econoinic prob-
louis have ne value for us." 1 reply that they do.
Show us thi an 'axho wvill pretend te give art intelli-
gent and able review of these questiens who dees net
know something cf their historical basis, who doos
net find thoir recta deop in our political annals. WVill
anycne have tho hiardiliood to say, that thoy have not
just as an important bearing upon the social, religicus
anti political institutions cf Canada, as the abolition
cf those abominable restrictions in 1789 had upon
the subsequont hiistory cf France, or the Normnan
Conquest and the signing cf Magna Charta had upc»
the future condi tion of England 1 The fact is that a
kno-,vledge cf our early history, and especially that
cf Quebec is tho sine 92u'& non te any clear apprehension
cf cur pelitical condition. Notwithstanding the pro-
gress cf cur Schcols and caheoges, it seems te me that
there is a pressing xîeed fer scicatific study in
Canadian histcry, and if ycu wvill, Cairadian political
ecenomy. Lot us turn the attention cf cur ycung
mon tcwards this fer a tin.e. The details cf a Roman
Sonate, or a Medieval .Bund may bo interesting i
the extromo, but lot us nlot forget the werk of cur
forefiathera whe, hoped te found in the ferests cf the
west a etnte ini which th-ore îvuld be justice for ail,
free scopie for al], fair' reward fer labor, a new home
for freedeni, freodomn from grinding poverty, freedoîn
from the galling chain cf anciens feuds, mutual confi-
dence and riglitecusnessl bet-veon mnan andi man,
flcwiing frin trust in Gcd." We have net it is true
the institutional «rowth, t'ie nighty wirs andi con-
questz, the industrial devoltopnent andi aIl theoether
.wealth of historical fact that bclong te tbe realrn cf

England. We have net. tise counitry ef Grote andi Mill,
Faraday andi Tam Brown. The sages and philoscphcrq
the:poots andi statesmen that have adorneti the naine
cf England have net thus far fallen te us. WVe cati-
not, thoereiere, aspire te sucli proportions. But one
thing we cati de. Wu cati teacis tise rising goeration
thau they have a country wlmase histcry is lit up by
such characters as Cartier andi Chamîplain, Wolfe andi
Montcalm, Papineau and Baldwin. Wo cani teach
thoin sexnuthing of the rcmantic, yes Aîre side cf the
Regi nont, wo cani tell thein thse prico cf canstitutional
French liberty, tlhu value cf Confederatien and its fruits
-how Canada frein stnall andi scattered settienients
lias been gradually built up inte a great Dominion, with
fine institutions andi goveramont sa marvellcusly like
tiioseocf that grand old inetîer, £remn îhose loins we
have sprtang. Our constitution in a subjeet cf inter-
esting study and nîay favcrably be compated vwith
the Federal systems cf Germany, Switzerland, and tise
Uit., States.

The study cf comparative pelities weuld give in-
crcascd pride in our own institutions, and while
relieving us from the provinciality cf cur own judg-
nients, it weuld likewise give us mocre 8olid rossons
for confidence in oursolves. A greater attentien te
political eeonoiny wculd materially aid us in thse
settiement of national questions te-day. It weuld
give ycung me» seniething? deeper tisan thse average
newspaper twaddle. It will cost theni some effort it
is truc, but as Spiroza puts it Il AUl things excellent
are as diffleuit as they are rare." No one, in xny

.Magnient, is able te give auy belpiful opinion on our
present econeunie position unless ho lias atudizd in
part tise incidence of taxation, causes cf trade,
effeet of' tariffs, production, markets andi wages.
Thse trutis cf' this statement can be demonstrated up
te thse hilt, froin the silly andi superficial, talk which
may every-day be found iii publie speeches andi
colunins cf thse prcss. A brief historical view cf
economies conibined with its thooretical study would
interest vaung peopile in cur social andi policical
relations, amd nt tise sanie time rentier their assistance
cf increaseti value te the masses. Unlesa thse cellege
man is prepared to become the leaven ini Canadian
socioty, unlesa ho cati carry ent te thse people a
respect and love for bis own country, anti abeve al
unless ho be tise living example of a patriotie
Canadiau, in vain will lie inspire his countrymen


