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people at bis boldness, and blithie their jay over ivander wvas it that the palace fell fot, but it
tbe wvel-served hall-cup. ivas made fast îvith îvell-forged iran bands

Then King Hrotbgàr would seek lis evening withia and without ; yet many a mead-bench
rest, for the wvan sbiadows of night were already averlaid îvith tivisted gold wvas tom from. its
darkening the welkin. he campany arose and place in the furiaus strife, and the ale spilled an
greeted inan ta man, and Hrothb~r greeted the floor. But Grendel faund the clutch of bis
Be6wulf and said, 'O0 friend, neyer befare did enen" )o strang; bie could flot loase it with all
1 commit tht. bail ta anyi man's keeping since his %wrestlings; andi he knew that hie mnust seek
I mighit lift a spear. Have ncnv and hald this ta fiee away and hide himseli in bis rnarshi
best of palaces. Be wakeful and be valaraus, divellings. But Be6îvulf griped bim tight; and
and nathing that thou mayest ask shall be taa %vhen the fiend would drag him daîvn the hall
great a prize for victary.' Sa the king departed lie put forth aIl bis strcngth inta bis clenchcd
witlî bis troap af hieraes froin the miead-biall. hands. Suddenly the Ogre's shaulder rift framn

Be6îvulf toak off bis coat af iran mail, loosed neck ta waist. The sineivs burst asunder, the
the belmet fram bis bead, and fram bis thigh joints gave îvay, and Be6wulf tare the shoulder
the well-chased sîvard ; and having put aside and the shoulder-blade from out bis body. Sa
bis wvar-gear îvhally, stepped upan bis bcd and Grendel escaped fram Be6wulf's grasp and in
laid him down. Araund bim in the dusk lay bis martal. sickness fied ta the fens. There
manywcll-armed Danes slumbering from iveari- Death clutched bima and lie died.
ncss. The darkness fell, and all theckeepersof the Tien in tbe marnirg many warriars gatbercd
palace slept save anc. Bc6wvulf in a restless ta thie mead-bahl; and Be6wulf brouglit lis
maod, naked and weaponless, waited for the trophy, Grendel's band and arm and shoulder,
foe. and hutng it bigli in the palace that aIl might
Tbcn in tbepale night Grendel theshadow-walk- see. Sa bard were tbe fingers and the stiff

er rase up withi the mists fram, tbc marshes nails of thie war-band that no well-praven steel
and came ta 1-eorot, the pinnacled palace. He would touch theni. Hrothgir thanked Gad and
tare away the iran bands, fire-bardened, where- Be6wulf for this deliverance, and baving miade
with the doars were faistened, and trad the tbe broken palace strong again with iran bonds
many-coloured floor of the saunding hall. Like and bung it round about ivith tapestry, lie hcld
fire thie anger fiashied from bis eyes, lightening, therein a castly feast of rejaicing îvithb is wvar-
the darkness ivith a bideous ligblt.. Terribly lie riars and kinsmen, whereat many a mead-cup
]augbhed as lie gloated on tbc sleeping Danes wvas autpaured. To Be6wvulf bie gave ricli gifts:
and sa;v tlîe abundant feast of îurnan fiesh a golden ei.sign and a hielm, a breastplate and
spread out araund him. a sîvord, ecd wrought witli twisted wark of

Be6wulf, the strong Woegmunding, beld lus gold, together îvith ciglît harses %vbase bousings
breath ta watclî tic method of the Ogre's an- shione witlî preciaus stanes. And when tbe lay
set Nor did tlie fiend delay, for quickly seiz- of tic glee-nîan was sung and thc ivine floîvcd,
ing a sleeping uvarrior bie bit binu in thc tbroat, and the jocund noise framn the mead-benches
drank the blood fron bis veins, and tare bis rose loud, Qucen Wealtbeaw ivent forth under
limbs and ate thc dead man's feet and bands. lier golden crown and bare tbe royal cup ta
TIen caming nearer, Grendel laid bis bands Be6wulf tadrink.- A ring she gave bum of rare
upon the watc.hful champion. Suddenly Be6- workmansbip aIl aglaw with carven gems, like-
ivulf raised hinself upan bis elbaov and clutched wise sumptuaus dresses, ricb ivith broidered
the Ogre fast ; against the shoulder lic fastencd gold and needlework of divers calaurs. 'Be
an the grim Jitun witli bis bands ; and lîeld happy and fartunate, my loid Be6wulfl' sbe
bim. Neyer before bad Grenidel met tlîe said. 'Enjay tlese well-earned gifts, dearwiar-
gripe of bands sa strong. He bent hinself rior, for thou hast cleansed the mcad-ball of the
wvith ahI lus might against Be61vulf and dragged realm 'and for th: prowess fanueshaîl gather ta
hini fram, bis bcd, and taward the doar; but tbee, uvide as the in-rahhing sea that cornes; froin
Be6wulf>s fingers; neyer slackened froni their aIl tbe corners of the îvorld ta circle round aur
bold : lie drewv the Ogre back. Together tbey îvindy ivalîs.'
struggled upon the hall pavement till the palace Then Wealtheow and ber Lard KCing Hroth-
rocked and thiundered- vith their battie. Great gàr departe-d ta take their evening rcst, and


