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;::“'lly, which may be regarded as mere fragments of influence
of S00d, never appear and never actin vain. When we think
do)j '® momentous influence wielded by the freest and mightiest
the ‘l'fillve assembly that has ever congregated on the face of
%nglo-le—'lhc Parliament of the United Kingdom—its delibera-
of t;:nd its acts walched and pondereed fromthe une extremity

But whiie the grandest actions of social life thus evince their
being, and attest the cnergy of their march along the highway
of ages, the fragmentary influence put furth by the least of the
human family, is not to be contemned or idly cast away. ft
would be difficult, if not impossible, to find the human creature,
d rational, active, and sound, both in limb and in intellect, that is,
ot C1vilized world to the other, and its enactments vibrating | an absolute passivity in the hands of others ; however apparent-
Ty Ughout all nations. we are ready to grant that no fragmenta- | ly recipient, there is some reflective influence wh'ch tells for
"’ea';?}?'er slumbers or 1ouses itself there. The wisdom, the | good or for evil on the conseious life of others. Even the weak-
tap. s the military prowess, the united greatuness of England’s| ness and imbecility of infaney, which seems to be all recipient
inﬁu: and renown, stand the guarantee of the globe-encircling | of a mother's care, and of a mother’s love, reflects from even
'her@“ce that mutters iis thunder, or whispers its beneficence | its infantile tears and smiles, an action of life and of mirth,

the " It is no fancy. Ttisno poetic dream. It is no dew of | that stirs emotions, stirred by nothing else in the universe of
Eng| OThing, sparkling and passing away. The Commons of | God. ) . .
tug and —the basis of her aristocracy aud ber crown—consti-|  An infants tear! who, it may be said, stops to measure,
tag, s 00 all hands admitted, one of the mightiest and most | weigh, or analyse the diluted brine that trickles from that living
Shificent agencies in the social progress of men. sparkling well# A million, or a hundred millions of such, eva.
of M0 When we have taken up that concentrated agency! porated or brushed away from the eyes of the human life-buds
Valion’s will, and of a nation’s power, and estimate as best { that are shooting up so thickly throughout this ¢ vale of tears”
litjog oY its action for good or for evil, jis elemental individua- | —who waits to calculate the ethercal influence, moral or spiritu~
tey i‘t"e but men of like passions with ourselves. Some, nota ) al, that is wafted along in the odour of these dewy drops? An
tn,,;‘ : May be a Jarge majority, rise by no appreciable measure- {idle question, it may seem, in the eyes of rough or unkindly
oy ? mind or acquired attainments above the myriads that: nurses. But not the less real, and not the less mighty, the influ.
feqp i?O senatorial name. They weep il they have pain; they ! ence put forth Ly these {ransitory exponenis of heman feeling in
Ngdil ey sutfer loss; and they diead, as others do, the inevita. | some of the feeblest, joveliest, and most thoughtless forms.
phte?,‘ 1it any one from his senatorial seat, divest him of his| They move the hearts, that move the hands, that move the mun.
ey ofn name, relegate him to his shop or his demesne and the dane enterprises of men. Every tear is inscribed with a mes-
o the agyreyate wi-dom, and greatness, and power, is felt | sage of love-provoking weakness which speaks to eyes that sel-
W by S Passed away. But he lives for influence still. If wealth ; dom read in vain ; and then, in its foreordamed simplicity, it acts,
Slf o that golden-omtment clears the vision, and gives both him=| in tho regency of the life that now is, as nothing else could, in
Wiy, o Olhers to see with greater visual clearness ; if literary at-l humanising al the very dawn of existence, vur scarcely human
foy 1S are his, those pinioned couriers of thought may still g0, | asperities, A type this of the infinitismal littlenesses that arise
Yteq 20d fluttering, str the intellectual life of other men ; or if| and combine in forming the great powers that rule in silence,

v wer: hed and purified in the corridors of art, or the fragrant | but in certainty, the movements of human existence on the
®y th Of nature, then may he still bid the eye of progress sur-| earth.

o toj, 8lorious works of the finitc or the Infinite, which mir-|  How frequently is it, however, that, inrelation to the great re.
he a""}“lgence, the ever-to-be emulated standards of the true, | formatory movements, as cducational, sanitary, temperance, and
And “llfu!, and the good. . . |soforth, we find tho individual abnegating his personal influence
Xy, h“(’] With all the assuciations which men have formed, in| on the ground that it is so namelessly hitle? He views, it may
l&‘gticulruw strength vut of weakncess. 1In science and in art, | be, the cvil a8 it roots itsell in the prejudices and passionsof my.
in o

ture and in commerce, in the business of the field and | i ds or of millions. He calculates his individual strength
o “.!“’;IUm, in peace and in war, combination, when founded | agajnst an accumulation of ignorance, or of vice, or of cus-
R Nhn've their transcripts in the living thoughts and feel. | tomary waywardacss, that seems to have defied the corrective
g gig:::?c'”['% arises and urges onward with a firmer and | labors of a!l 1ime, and he says within himself—an atom to the

e g oolstep, the progress of mankind towards the ul-| Andes—the flutter of an ephemeral insect fo uproot and over-
k» is,0r°"' What a nation is, in its united anergy of action, & turn the mountains of the Himmaleyah. And so he concludes,
Weg ' 2Ny community, however weak and small.

iph b K an g A5‘>‘°°ia“°ﬂ‘, that unless he have faith that could remove mountains, or could
\y?:v“"(lg tto weakness, decision to hesitation, enlightenment to

o ! alone take by their tops the giant evils that afflict and oppress
Wik, lak“lldexed thoughte, and a herculean movement to atoms, ! human nature, and hurl them hence, he nceds do nothing, Be-

hbug, €N one by one, are feeble, insignificant, and aliogether | cause he is not the Father of waters—the Nile or the Atnazon—
ot “nname, i he is not disposed to be “a drop in the bucket ;" because he
‘911&'% L, what were a general without an army ? or what a; cannotspcak with a tongue that will make a nation hear, he will

lth“ul th“’”huul hissubjects ? or what a leader, under any name, | not speak with a tongue that may persuade some wayward child
{""? Ne Corresponding minds that move in sympathy with his ' to refrain his foot (rom evil. He must cither realise in himself
“fope w,aholeon, without his battalions, would have traversed ; the momentous position of duing all, or next to all, otherwise he

nh of t!\ “ut atrace of his being left on the national high-' shrinks into the moral annihilation of attempting nothing. In-
h“ed m";!“& Nicholas of all the Russias, bereft of the amalga-  st:ad of gathering up the fragments of his influence for good,,
0.:11, Wo 1008 that, through various gradations, own his sceptred | either to the intelligence or the morals of mankind, he sqﬁere hmq
u"bd g, be Nichulas Clay, or Nicholas Mind- in-Clay, fashi | self to become worse than a nonentity in the sphere which Provi-

e,"ts.()“med as any one else of the suns of men. Theleagued : dence has assigned him. . .
g, “’e‘[lor the leagued delenders of freedom, make their lead- _ How different the lesson ta_ughg in the thvnfll'ness of nature, or
ii,w"ihg f, S plastically own the might of their will. The/|in the utterances of the Infinite Grace! Nothing 15 to be lost—
hlhe "agmeut of influence which seems to command and | nothing of influence is to be cast away as utterly unavailing. So
!hrgale wil| ole, is but the offspring and impersonation of theag- | that in the humblest dwel.ljn.g. in the most secluded hamlet, and
ruzh“ug > that Jifts jt up and worships before it. And eo,! in the person of the most insignificant of men, there is ever to be
kln“““nt; the varjous forms in which the associated thoughts, | cherished the conscious action of an influence for good. On the
h.:d Qxi;{ea"d Wills of human nature arise and evince their com. side of virtue let every day’s activity tell. We may not know-
'sidd g ce N giving contour, expression, and aspect to the | ingly reclaim a drunkard, or repress a lie, or defeat a gensual
g.!nht, di‘;"{ OMinant features of humanity. A Hampden lives,  grovelling pursuit, as seen in the hauntsof evil ; but we ma){be
Yha Vit" 2 Plato reasons, a Socrates acts; a Cwmsar con.| conservative at least of virtue. We may be found husbanding
?iu; In ¢ eg" 8Ings.  But whether in the senate, or on the scaf. | that which must ultimately prevail in the conflict of the true and
N the P 8cademy, or the market place ; on fields drenched | the false; the virtuous and the vicious; ll’}e monster sin, and the
N Stayg, ¥ blpod of myriads, or in the secluded vistas of Ita-| supreme rectitude. To shed a tear for misery, if that 1s all that
\l'q'ndle; &0 impulge vibrates from heart to heart, and awak-| one owns, is neither idle or untruitful.  To bid a fellow.weeper
\.! » a Sustains some special form of the progressive | be of good cheer, for the day of comfort comes, is not a fiuitless
LI teh"’k"\g and feeling of humanity. The associated | utterance of the brzath of kindness. Or to take one’s stand with
"‘\‘“‘ld i(.s and moves ; the combined conception travelsen. | the few that bid custom and folly avaunt, is not to be named
8 visible action appears wn the life or in the death of | an effectless isolation. What other tears are shed for misery, of

what other cheers are given in lone dwellings elsewhere found,




