
TUE ARICTIC EXPEDITIONS.

strewed %vitlt drift wo,),d. lIere communication was held with
the naitive.,-oue of whom bnci a gun with the naine of Barnet,
1111d the date 1 840 on lthe loek; anci tobacco was bartered for
Salîcon anud (litels. The tlîievîsh propensity of these natives
ailuded to l'y otier explorer, is ainply coiàined by Captain

M'Clîre.-tîu2t~l nu thri-l, nai*roNw leads of Nvater, te
Pelly Islands, at the inouti of the Macken7ie, îvere reached onl
the 2 1st of A tgutst,-auid Point Warren, near Cape Batlîurst, on
the 24th. Ilère a circuinstance occurred whieh w-e siould be
glad to know admitted of satisfactory explanation.

It appears, tint on attempling to land at the ab)ove point, two,
natives waved the adventurers off witi threateningy gestures. It
wvas wvit mnuci difficulty that tlîey w ere p: cified;aind then, they
j-eiateîl, that, aIl their tribe but the chief and blis sick son had fled
011 semgthe shp-leigas a reason titat they feared the
Jiuvcsizîator itad corne to reveaige the death of al wiite mnan
wvhon titCY Ila-I, ure soilue imie a.rThy procec-(e ' O
relate theio~i t it ý di1lni of the interpi-eter on btoard the In-

Yest2 dor), that soilue witite inon lad corne thither in a itoat, and
that thuy tli t thbe-,nsÀ,ves a bouse and lived there. At last the
natives inuî-ierei eule; ani tlie others eseaped-tbey kulew not,
Nwlee. The nuardered luan tvsLley said, buried inaý spot w loch.
thiev poiited euit. Capt. 1N'C"Iure adds, that lie wvas prevented fromn
4exanlming, titiis grave i onsequence of a thik- fog, whiclt obl:ge d
linîi to return to lus slîip. IL t mle fotsrosrge ia
the trutît of tbis storv îvas not inquii-ed into. 'lThe bistory of the
Adaniee fabi-icaiin of the inurder of Nvhite men iîy Esqui-
Maux, and the wvell kuoNwu habit of these latter to exaggerate ancl
deceive, render it exte lieut, no doubt, to receive aIl accounts froin,
thell %withi muci doubt :-bit bei- e ineaný of verilicalion were
apparently ut lmn i.. PrinO fadie, it is biardl.y likely titat natives
.%voIld volurîteer a statiu' rt to lime oflieer se seif-criininatorv as the
abovo, uuless it re-etel ou -,rounds of truth. And hiere ive may

untîca lt a cormepondent lias drawvn our attention to ain ex-
tract cf a letter-seta'l beaî-bmgI on lthe above story, Wbieiî w-e
p)UIlisiîed iii our- colaîililus iii 184S, (No. 1091, P. 1029,) and
wvbclex -t considleable i nees t the limie. Thle letter ia
questioin'a reuivod l'y lie Adîii-alty fromi Chief l'actor Mac-
pîie-som. It is dated M-îrel 1, 11848, and coutains titis passage:

Tere~1 1 is a report fi-cm Peul's River, that time Esquimauxsa
two largre boats (gmwry s'hips ?) to te eust of the Mackenzie River
fîmîl of ý'Iit0 11u011 ani lli('v, the Esq1 uimaux, sbow-ed L-nifes, files,
&e., to tflic ieeî's River l1itaus, îvî htiev had1ý 1eeie fromi
these w~hite mcaui. Cclild these lhave l'een F"ranlin or Rae2?" To
Ille latter iquel-y, w-e uta- ut oite a(nswver, tat iL could- flot have
[cea Iue ; ou te oc'. ia3ihnu, thlcait re'rred t' 1 y thte Es-
quintaiux is prooisoiy thlaI iii wiiii a boat paîty en'leavcuring bo
meturit bx theM<kai w-eld have cmeuîe.IL agrree.s, too,
exNactly wvitit thte Esiiaxstory L'l_ to ('aptain McClure; aîtld
we must itol, ditt steps ;slîiotuld have [ccii taken b)v huaii to inves-
ti'!ate the utatter. ie trust, Ihat tic Iliîdsoît's B3ay Cornpanv,
-%vit( -): eviiteed a dosa-e to aid the seai-cliing cause, will lead,

a imepîag tatLonvards eoinplien< titis inquiry.
CoIiîninîg Iiis course to the east along tue coast, the water

beig vry balowbut adinitting cf safe navigation, Cape Perry
waï raeielbyCaptain MCueon the oth of September.-

Frcm titis position lligh': ]and was observed to tbe E. N. E. Tis
,%vas talien Possession of, and iiained Baring Island. Two days
afteýr is discovery, ]and Wvas observe-1 to tite N. N. E., wvhieh,
was narne(i ric Albert Land. Tihis is continîmous with XVol-
laston ani Victoria Lands, and extends north to, 73 O 21' ml.
il ci1 112 O 4 8' west long Hiere, CapL. McClure wvas very near

Racs îseveiesli 1851. 'l'le lnvesîigator was now nivirratcd
tlro'h a elrIllucI. 'mle i Prinee cf \ T iles Strait, divihincr Barinr

II ir i-ot Piae MhIler-t Landi. Titis strait, muns to Lite nortit-
- -- i-i tai I t'ét aiii e'. l't uiti colm]s forr( Iier i - the sea soluth

Of MelVille Imtiind. In the centre of the strait a naimber of islanb
were discovered,-to which the naine of the Prinees Royal -4-9
given; andi a depot was made on one cf thetn of three mnonths'
provisions for sixty-six men, with a boat and ammunition. Sail-
ing u-' te strait, thc Expedition progressed very favornbiy until
tic 11 tat cf Septenmber,-when the sltip was beset and drifted
with th Li me nai-rowly escaping destruction several times, until
Lime Sth cf Octol>ir. Oit titat dav slic became firmly fixed. The
position at titis Lime, as ivili bce seen by the acccmnpanying chart,
was not far from te northern extremity cf the strait. lere site
was frozen in,-and remained stationary (luring the winter.-
Parties were sent out to explore; and it was soon ascertained
that the chanuel opened into Barrow Strait. This established
Vime existence cf a Nortit-West passage! Had the sea remained
open a few days more, the E xpedition wouid have made the pas-
sage,-not omtly in one season, but in tIme short space cf littie more
than two mnths and a haif.

The summer cf 1851 was nio% anxiousiy awaited; but meari-
iile advantage ivas taken of the sprîng to expliore tic coasts to
te ttcrtlm-east anti souti-east in tue direction cf Bank's Land,

and Wolltstont Land. In tîte course cf their exploration, tribes
cf Esquimnaux w~ere muet wviLl wlto had evidemttly neyer seen ivhite
maon befome. They w-cm-e quiet and. imofensive. Several musk
oxen were sîmot omi Printce AIberi Lanid,-and proved a weiceme
addition to thîe supplies cf Lime party.

On lthe l4tm cf Juiy (1851) te ice opened witbout any pressure
artd te Imîvestigator was again fimiriy afloat. Great exertiong
Were Mtade to pstitrougih the strait; but, after mammy attempto,
te progress cf tIme E xpe(litioii was conmpletely arrested on te

I Oti cf August l'y slrong nom tl-east ivinds cIrivin'c larçre mtasses
of ice o lthe soutltward. At tîmis date Lie party iveî-e in latitude
7,30 32 andl longritude 115 032'. 'flis bafiied, Capt. McClure
blodiy resolved omi running to lthe souLihvard cf Baring Island,
andi sailiutg up nom-tward along iLs western side. Tihis, aller
mmaîîy delays, antd after surnittonting formidable obstacles, lie ae-
coniplished. Evemttually lie sueceeded. in reacbing te north side
cf IJaiing Island on lthe 241h, cf September. Had open water
cxtsted to te east, te mest cf tic pasýsage migltt hmave been easily
performed tits %vay; fo--r ]3arrow's Strait iay before thein,-the

mivgtof -wliem frotti tieir position to Lancaster Sounmd, %VR5;
kmîown Lo bc practicabie. Uniltappily, itowever, 01i time mîigimt cf
lthe above day the Javestigrator n'as fi-ozen up; and to the date cf
Capt. Mlcltm-e's lasL despateh, (April 110, 1853,) site bad not
beeli litberated. lier Position is 74 0 6' mîorthi lat. and 1117 0 54'
w-est long. Captaim MoCirre <leseries te iocaiity as being cx-
c(eilnt :-wc-ll I)motcctemi frcm ce by te projection cf a reef witiclt
tiii-oNs it clear cf lte ship 600 yar-ds.

In Apu-il, (185 2) a party crossed lthe ioc te Melville Island,-
uni1( deposileti a docummenit there givimtg ait accounit of titeir pro-
ceedings and cf tîte pocsition cf tîte Investigator. Titis n'as, hap-
pily dîsoovered l'y Captain Kellett's cfficrs--only a few day9
before Captain McClure îiad. made arrangements for desertimig
bis frozen-up siîip. Immediate steps were Laken to eommunicato
iviti te party in timeir ie-prison !-and the excitement of Lme
meeting between Lieut. Pm, who was appointed for Lhe service
by Captain KelietI, and Lie Pcers cf the Invesigator, they oniy

iib understand who can imnà*ine te horrors cf sucli a Prisonll
and the long, dreary and dreadful patits by wlîieh the prusoners
were about Lo make their desperate attempt nt escape from it.-
IL would, we Itope, be precipitate Le predict that the Investiçtor
wiil not be iiberated from, her iey bonds this year; but we rave
iigrh Arctic authority for stating, that iookingf Lo the mnormons
quantity cf ice Luis summer in Bnrrow's Strait, and la the seffl
suýutb antd wvst cf Melville Island, iL is net likeiy that tic slip ha-qoLitee1n mwu.Tite peris cf Arctie navigation la the vicinitl

[1853


