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R'ING ALFRED THE GRElAI'.

BY PROFES SOR 'S OLJ)WIN SMITII, LL..

APC VS Aurcius, acts of Alfred's life arc, of coursc,
mÈý ~ Alfre:l, awi St. bevond (loubt. And aýs v) bis char-

-Louis, are tlie acter, lie slpeaks to us iniiseif iii bis
* t1hree exaniplei of works, ani the sentiments which lie
s~perfect virtuie on a expresses perfectIv correspondl with

tlirone. Put the the phvsiognoiv of the portrait.
virtue of St. Louis is We have caled imii a Christian
dleeply tainted withi hero. He Nvas the victorious eiani-
asccticisni and w~ith pion of Ciiristianity against Pag-an-
the sublimnatel selfishi- ism. This is the real significanice of
ness on w'îeîasceti- the strugc)glc and( of bis character.

cismi is folin led, lie sacrificeý cvery* The 'Nortlîmn.i or, as %ve looselv,
tiiing and(1 veryb )dv-s-icrificeý; terni theni, the Dalles, arc calied 1w'
national initerests, sacrifices flic livýs the Saxon chironiclers the Pagans.
oýf tile thousands of bis suhjccts As to race, the Northmnai. like the
w'homi li2 drags wvith Iinii iii bis Saxon, Nvas a Teuton, and the insti-
chimerical crtusadles-to the good of tutions, and the polîtical land( social
biis own soul. The refections of tendencies of both, wverc raclicalil'
Marculs Auireis wvili 1),,- read with the sanie.
cver-increasing adlmiration by' ail It lias heen said that Christianitv
whio liave learned to study chiaracter enervated the lZ:rigliih andi gave
and to reaçl it in its connecti>n witlî them over ilito the Liands of the
history. Alone iii cvory sense, fresh and robust sons of nature.

ziton gIdac o pp -)rt but Asceticismi andl the abuse of mon-
that which lie foundi( iii bis ow'n archism enervatc(i thie Englisli.
breast, the imperial Stoic struggled As ceticisti tatight the spiritual sel-
screnelv, thoughi hopelcsslv, acai ilst fishiness, which flics fromi the world
the powers of evil wlîich, werc dra,-- and abandons it to rmin inisteaci of
ging hieathen Ikome to lier inevitabie serving God by' scrving liîunianitv.
dloom. Alfred wval a Chiristian Kinc,- andl chieftains, under the
hiero, andl iii bis Cliristianitv lie hypocritieal pretence of exclianliniig
foun'l the force wliich bore inii, a worldlv for an angelie life. biiricd
through calamnitv apparently~ hope- tlîemselveq in the inloience, flot sel-
lcss, to -victory and happincss. dom in the sensuality, of the dlois-

It must lic ovrned thiat tlw nmate- ter, wheii tbecv oughit to have been
riais for the historv of the %n1i~ le 1n -lei Zeil ainst the
king are flot vcry rood His hio- %ane. But Christianity for "cd tlîe
graphy by l3ishiop Asser, bis coun- honl wvhicb 1-eld the Englisb tro-
sellor andi frfend, which fori.s the gether. and the strengtli of ticr
principal authoritv, is paneyrial resst* c.I nnr< le 'to
andl uncritical, liot to, mention tlîat martyrs, it raiscd uio to them a de-
a (loult rests on the autlicnticitx- of liverer at tlieir utniiost nee1.
some portions of it. But in the The causes of Danish suic--sI are
general picture there are a consist- mianifest, superior provess and val-
ency and a sohriety, -hIichi, com- clur. siuztained hv more constint
binedl with its peculiaritv, commenci nractice in w'ar, of which tl-c Sax-il
it to us as lîistorical. The leading, 1,ad probably hiad coniipar-at*vel\v


