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JULY 13. 2 AUEL VI:l-12.' JULY 20. God2 2'ext, VIl:
Golden 2'cxt, Prov. 3: 33. Gode e , Sam. 7: 16.

1 OMPARE 1 Chron. ch. 13. The Ark was ýPOMPARE 1 Clir. 17: 1-17.' With the aid of
&awoodcn cliest3 feet 9 "nht4 en arnd 27~ th bj Hiram*s carpenters, 11. 5 : 11, David had

inches »Ze anf thed. caled a iünc liouse for lîimself and others for the
covenant " or of the "ltestimonies," because its mnbr fIi or.H idae rceprincipal contents were the two tables of the mmeso i or.febUas rce
law written wvitb the finger of God whichi made temnporary, tabernacle or tent for the ark, 1 Clir.
it Epecially sacred. On the ritercy seat 'vhich 17:- 1. Vs . 1, 2. WVhen ail was3 finished lie élat
burîniounted if were the twvo g-olden clierubims, a (l0wn to admîire the fine workmanslîip of his
Eymbol of the divine presence. lîs proper p)lace palace and take biis case. Looking n.t this and
was in the Illioly of folies " in the tab-rnacle. tlîit, lie could niot lielp) dravltng a comparison
*When the Israelites îîîoved it wvas borne on the betwixt his ownv splo:d id inansion and the mean
ehouiders of the priesfs in advance of the host, accommodation lie liad provided for the ark of
Nu. 10: 33. on whielh accouit, tlhe expression in God. The inivard mionitor tohi him this wrag
Ps. 132: 8 is used.. On ifs approach the waters flot riglit, and lie then ami there re!solved in his
of Jordan divided and the peo ple %vent through own mind to erect a building tlîat %voulU at once
ifs bed dry-elbode, Jos. 3: 15. Iefore it the walls serve as a suitable pbiaee of isorý,hip for the
of Jcriclio feil down, Jos. 6: 6, 20. For more people and a litting receptacle for the sacred
thalî 300 years it. remiaincd af Slîilolî, until that emblen-nothing less thlan amag-nificent tem-.
fatal day wvhen if was carried int the batti e jpIe, which wouîd'be a visible expressioil of the
field andi brouglit die-aster upon the bouse of Eli nation's religion and a centre of attraction for
and upon the nation, 1 Sam. ch. 4. It troubied tlhe generations f0 corne. Nat/wn-one of the znost
Philistines who did nof know what f0 do 'vith if. etuinent mien of lus tiime, a l>rol)het and an au-
At length tlîey sent it f0 lCirjathjearini, 9 miles thor, 2 Clir. 9: 29. "'liesailie %lo rebuked lavid
miles N. West fromn Jertisalein, wvhere it wvas for Ilis sin against Uriali, ch. 12:- 1-15, and nho:
almost lost sight of for a numiber of years in the arraîîged for tlue succession of Solomon, 1 Kii. 1 :
decline of religion whicli etisued. V. 1. The 22-49. 0Vs. 3, 4. Befare consultjig God, lie en-
objeet of this great assemblage wvas f0 restore if couraged David, thinking if wvas a good ides.,
t.o ifs ýproper dignity as the emblemi of their But the Lord seeth, not as man seet>, and nextl
national religion. V. 2. These 30,000 inc]uded miorning Nathan liaU f0 un.ay wvbat lie hiadji
delegafes froin aIl p arts of the country with inconsideratelv said. The reas*ons ùgainst Da-.
wlîorn David consulfed as to the be8f nîcde of v'id's proceeding, tligli flot tstated liere, are!
taking if t0 Jerusalem, 1 Chr. 13: 1-3. l'rom obvious,- (1) The Lord lîad juot been consulted i
Baale, - radier to Baale -another Danme for ini the niatter. (2) The proper fiinie liad tuot yeti
Kirjatbjearini. V. 3. They lîad np business to coune-the nation being~iliiata~foîsie
put if on a cart, new or old, see Nuni. 7: 9, the risk would be too great for sncb aîil under-.
Gibeah-a bill ini or near Kirjathjeariti. V. 6. taking at present. (3) Daivid hîad bovii a inan'
This exfraordinary demonstration wvas doubtles of Ivar, 1 C hîr. 22: 8; 28: 3; tule teîîîple.should
well izîtended, but if was premature. V. 6. be a symbol of the churcli and kingdumi of God,
Uzzalpuiforthi his hand-fearing that the cart Rom. 14: 17. Vs. 5-7. ,SIaalt thou build? equiva-
wa8 guing to upset:. a eniali offence, seenîingly, lent f0 thon FIbr.ll nof. For litindreds of vears
but a violation of an express commrand, Nunu.4: the tabernacle liad sufficed, wlien betfer is nceded
15; James 2:- 10. V. 7. The severity of his the Lord will bimself give inistructio.ns. Vs. 8, 9.
punisliment i-hews hlow great the oflence was David is reminded of luis humble extraction and
uIn God's saiet. The wbole proceedin gs wvere fliat bis snccessand prosîerity were îlot liis own
wrong, and ýoubIy wron o for lJzzali, Who wvas acquiring, but came froîîî God. V. 10. Will ap
Dot a priest, to toucli flueark, 1 Chir. 15: 13. V. peint-rather "I1 have appoinited,." i. e. hîave
8. DtSid scas displeased-angry with huiseif ei,en, fhei Canaani-vkieii they inuiglit hiave
as the perz-on real ly to Usine for tlîis tragedy. kept till this day lîad tluey been trucD to God.
i4fraid-not know;ing %vlbaf niiglîf liapn Vs. 11, 12. À house-GoU would increase and
hîimself. V. 10. Knowin g ail thiat liad taken strengthien bis kingdoni, uîuake Iiînu thée head
v ace? Obededoi t-hewed great moral courage of a îîew dynasty, and endowv lus son witb even

Lyadmitting if icîo huis liuuse, V. 11. Threc greater spi endour, 1 Ki. 10, 23. V. 13. He.
inonlks-tmme enougli for ail Varties to reflect Soloinon, the mian of peace; but, in a ilîler
before repeating thle attenipf. fTe Lordl blessed sence, David'8 greater son, Math. 22:- 42; Jfohn
-as he ass uredlv will ail who seek to serve 7 : 42. Pp. 72: 17-19 V. 14. So ëoon aï Soloinon'a
hum, in the appointed %vy V. 12. Gladnes- heart turned away froni (lie Lord lie iiiet iith
see v. 15, And readi n this connection pmahmn 24, disasterp, 1 Ki. Il : 14. Rod (if man-pluni2lh
sppposed to hiave been cornposed for 1 his occa- ment nof to destroy but f0 reclaini. V. 16. lai
ioià. F~rouuu the wbole narrative we hearn the the ïles8iali the tlurone of David was and i3 thug
importance of iniplicit obedience, and the value esfablishied, Ps. 45: 6. The covenant mnade with
of ipers(,nal and fauuily religion as a factor in David is renewed in flie case of every believer,
national pro8perify. Jn. 14. 1-2; 2 Pet. 3: 9.


