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Wrsu:le Jor Christmas-day and iz
Octave.”

V. The Word was made Flesh, alle-
luia.

R. And dwelt amongst us, alleluia.
Durm” the year the alleluia is omitted.
Ver.ncle Sor the Epiphany and its Oc-

tace.-

‘4 Chnst manifested lnmcelf to us
alleluia. .

R. Come, let us adore bim, AUelma

et us pray, . .. .

,-Q A.llmghty and Eternal Gﬂdz Lord
of heaven and.-earth, who revealest thye
self to little ones; grans, we beseech
thee, that commemorating with due ve-
neration, the sacred mysteries of the In-
fancy of Jesus, thy beloved Son, and
faithtully following his blesscd footsteps
we may arrive to the kingdom of Hea-
ven, pronised to those who become as
little cbildren :—Througa the . same
Christ our Lord. Amen.

£’rti'qcts from the Privatc Letiers of
Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray.
45.

1 think you ought entircly to absiain
from your imaginary conversations.
Though they may sometimes excite
pious feelings, 1 believe the habit is
bad for you. - From these thoughts you
are led on insensibly ta others, which
nourish your troubles, or flaticr your
taste : it is better to suppress them zll,
Not that it is so well to arrest them
violentiy, which would be like an en-
deavour to ston a torrent ; it issufficient
not voluntarily to employ yourself with
them. When you observe imagination
begin her wcrk, then quicily turn to-

| must not yield to it,

iof tasting the comforts cf them.

tractions, and gently come:-back to God
as soon as you perceive them : ‘but ‘do
this without disturbance or s~ruples,
without an interruption of peace. If,
on the contrary, they come when you
are busied about some outward employ-
ment, that will help to draw you from
yonr reveries. It would even be better
in the beginning, to go and fipd some
person, or apply yourself to somethmg
difficult, by way of breaking the coursq
of your, thoughts, and this habit.

46.

. You must really suppress this ima-
ginary discouise : it is pure loss of time;
it is a very dangerous occupation ;it is
a icmptation of your own proecring.
You are never obliged voluntarily to
enfertain it.  Perbaps habit will still
ocrasienally annoy you with these chi-
meras in despite of yourself; but you
but auietly bid
them depart when you perceive them,
The best means of self-defence is always
to employ yourselves with prayer, and
some éxterior work, if prayer cannot
arrest your excited imagination. o

. 47. . . - R
I am sincerely sorry for the . circum<
stance which prevented iny seeing you.

Mecanwhile do you follew faithfully the
ich God Las given to assist.you
in annibilating e refinements and sen<
sibility of your self-love.  When we
arc completely resigned to the designs
of God, we are content to be deprived
A pri-
vation, indced, whici thus humbles and
1disconcerts us, may be more useful tha

.

light wi,

w ards Godl, without undertaking vu)lc:mi an abuudance ! c-usible comfoits. -

opposition to these spceulations: let
them drop by turning to some useful
occupation. If itis the time of prayer,
look upoa these vain thoughts as dis-

- - .

Why may it not be useful to be de-
prived of my prescnce and wesk coutt
sels, sing. 't is sometimes salutary to.be

depnnd of the aetmblc presence H



