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envelopes and | ‘without. Three regit I found in one cangregation, - o ond pastor
that they tried. the weeckly cffaring but | is due $1663.00 of arrears. On cunsulting
gave it up. Most of the uther congrega- | the Stutistics we find that theése have been

NI ..

tions follow the old-fashioned plan of sub-
seription paper and collecturs going round
quarterly. A considerable number collect
quanrterly and some monthly, by envel-
ope. A few collect some annually and
some even only once a year.

In answer to the second question, we

find that 1 pays the mimster weekly, 12,

monthly, 63 quarterly, 11 half-yearly, and

yearly. . .

The replies to the third question—
< How far dves your present system se-
cure regular and punctual payment of
stipend 7" show that, as a rule. those who
adopt the system of weekly offering, pay
regularly and puactually.  Of these, 25
report to this effect:—4 repovt that since
the adoption «f that system the payments
have been better than ever before.

Of those who collect by other plans, 12
report entirely satisfactory, 5 fairly well,
11 not quite, the others are not very satis-
factory.

The poorest way yet secms to De the
yearly, and we ate not surprised when une
answers, ¢ Poorly, indced! But glad to
get it even then!”

Many fall into arrears each quarter,
squaring up at the close of the year.

Consulding the Assembly’s Minutes we
find that at the end of 1836 there were
<ongregations in arrears as follows:—In
thie Presbytery of

Sydney, 3 cong. with 82843
Viectoria & Richmond, 3 ¢ . 439
Halifax, E S « 503
Picton, 3« “ ]
P.E. Ishnd, 1 o 223
St. John, 5 0« <1195
Mirawichi, 1 ‘“ ™
Luwburg & Shelburne 1 ¢ D S
“Trura, 1 0« « 17
Wallace 0

22 £5392

This does not compare well with the
year before, where there were 21 congre-

} accumulating for at least twenty-four
. years, In 18G4 the amount was $720.00,
and » far as we can learn, it has been in-
| creasing ever since. In 1884 it was
. 81430.00. In 1885 it was $1529.00. Iu
1886 it was_$1668 00. Surely the atten.
tion of the Presbycery should be directed
to this matter and energetic and effective
measures promptly used to wipe out this
blot froin our Statistics. :

THE SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH,

From answers to the fourth question in
our circular, we learn that a great variety
of plans is pursued in maising funds for
the schemes of the Church, so many that
we do not attempt to classify them in this
report. Some congregations take collec-
tions monthly, others bi-monthly, seme
guarterly, and some semi-annuslly. Some
make only one collection in the year for
the Schemes of the Church.  Some gather
the contributions by collections at the
church, others Ly collectars. Some com-
bine both. Some use envelopes, others
do not.  Some depend upon collections
taken at Communion seasons. Some con-
gresations are divided into districts, and
organized sccicties in cach gather the
money at regular intevvals, One has a
grand nissionary day once a year, on a
week day, and all the people bring their
offerings. ‘

We are inclined to think that an annual
collection for all the Schewues of the
Church in one lump sumn is scareely giving
full opportunity to contribute to theso
| causes.  Though we acknowledge that
{ there are congresations which, adopt this
! plan that seem to be guite liberal in their
| comtributions, yet we think those do better
{ where an opportunity is given for contri-

o j bucing to each Scheme sepamtely, the

collections Dbeings distributed over tho
: whole year, or whosy collections are fre-
quent and the Session allocates the sums
to the several Schemes.
Still we do nut undertake to say herc

gations in arrears to the exteut of $5628. | which plan is best for any particular con-
But we are glad to be able to say that | gregation. We would not advise a con-
since the close of last year some congrega- | uregation to adopt a method either for
tions have wiped out their arrears, and we | Pastor's salary or for the Schemes of the
believe trat the statistics of this year will | Church, however highly recommended, or
show a better condition of affairs than | excellent in theory, urless they have faith
those of last year. in it as the best for them. But we dv

Nearly one-third of the whole arreurs is | undertake to say that some well defined



