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to- iiorrow, but in an>' event, an hour's inquir> ait thc
hiolels wiIl eniable Ill wo leartiiw~r lie k"?

And shall I go îvith yoLI ? '
No ; 1 wvould prefer to sce the I>rofessor alone first ;

rcpflred Mr. Iatnics,, gra' ci>. Il 'on staN aroind the dock
hcere, and I %vilI rcturn ab soon as 1 fid ni> brothur or
Iearnl where lie is."

MuItsing idly and drcanîing of the voyage down the
coast and tlIc welconîc ani surprise of the boys, Ncd
suddenly starced.

A fanîlliair voice spoke bis naine, a rough liand grasped
his arîin.

IAlih I'v fonnd you again, ch ? Youi've led mie a
pret>' chase, in>' harty."

Ncd tittcred a dismnayed cry lu, lie turned and recog-
nized the speaker.

'lhcrc could bc no mistake. l'lie saille cruel eyes
an(1 sinister face Iooked down upon hlmi ; the mani
before inii was the nîysterious vîsitor lit Ridgceland-
thc nian %vith the black, lnîshy beard.

CI-Ai>TIiR IX.

IN BAI) IIANDS.

Abel Morgain, asý the str.anger called imiisclf, did îlot
wvait for Ned to recover froin bis surprise, but led, or
ratiier, dragged hmii bomne dibtanceL du%% n the w harf.

A littie bail-boat la> uinder th lîado oUa large brig,
and before Ncd could rcali,.e u Lit liad uecu;trrud, Mfurgan
lifted hlmi over the cdge of the dlock, and dropped hlmi
into the boat. 'llen lie sprang into it hiniself.

'l'le entire episode hiad consumecd oniy a moment of
timie. Ned liad becn ama,'.ed lit the raj)idity of the mnan's
actions. Nowv lie 'vas absolutely startled, as lie tried to
regain die wharf, and Morgan spoke.

Vou sit down thee lie ordcred, with a (ep
sco\v'.

No, I %won't. Von ]et mie pass. WVhat righit have

Ncd spioke boldiy, and atteiiptc(I to ciasp the wharf.
1)ut Morgan l)uslied liini violently backwards so that
Ned feil into tic bottoiîî of the boat.

.NMorgaîî looscnced the b>oat, and pushed out fromn the
wvharf. lic set the sal, drove the boat down the bar-
bour, and, reaclîing the open bay, scLurud the sa.il-rope,
and faiced Ncd.

Now tdien, nîy hicarty, l'ni rcady for you. 1 tried
to ,,ce ),ou iii Ridgcv.ind, but )uu wuutldni't liae it, su I
hurried lifter >'ou to 'Frisco. 1 suppose yoii reniemnber
uIle?"'

Il es ; you are tue mian caiiing limseif Abel N-or-
gan."

I>recisely. And do you Iinovwh 1vî> have taken ail
this trouble ?

No. For no good l)urpl>se, I imagine, judging froin
the way youi act."

Morgan miy jeercd at Ncd's bold speech.
~~cllet Ulic buai ruui dou~ ic ost %%hile 1 tell

yuu. I %% rote tu > uur guardiaîi about soinc land a short
timie since, and got no reply."

1I kiiow you dlid."
You're îvi.os ,ny fricnid. W~ell, tlîat land 1

ilit. Viuu lîa'te the ba> about it, but that îîoodle-
hcaded Jamnes tlîinks tlîere's soine fabulouis value iii it,
Isuppose."

iNavbie he's riglit."
"No. Itsb a %waste piccc of grotind, îlot north a dollar

an acre."
"And you offer--"

Il Five lîuindredL dollars !"cricd Morgan, eagerly.
"Will you take it ? "

Not utîtil wve'%V seîît-
"Sc hiere, doni't be a foui. l'vc gonle to terrible

trouble to benlefit you, and here I've fulluwcd you fromn
description clear froin theceast. 'l'le land suits nie lie-
cause it adjoins on to a ranch 1 have, and no oîîe else
%vil] buy it. Now, 1 wvant a promise froin you."

Il Vlîat promise ?"' lie asked.
"T'lîat you and the teacher %vill miake the land over

to uIl."
Il 1 w'on't proilse that ulor anlytlîing cisc to >'ou. \'ou

are tr':ing to deceive nie. 'I'lere is sonie value to duiat
lantd, andc %ie are goiîîg to fiîd out about it."

"lVoit >oung jackanapes !Do you inean to tell mne
l'ni fying to you ?" shoutcd Morgan.

I wonl't p)roiîîise."
Vou shahl !

Tlhe boat ias running ahead ait a lively rate of speed,
but Ncd edged towards the stcrn as Morgan inade a
iovemlent to comne toNwar(ls hlmi.

IlWell, I woli't."
"Tiien, as sure as i>' naine's John àMarkham, I

make yoti repent it."
"ljolin Markhain 1"jaciated Ned. ' 1 kiîew you

wcere deceiviîîg us. \'ou are îîot \bel Mâorgan, tlien, but
Markhain, the cruel cousin %vlîo swvindled iiîy brother
out of lis inoncy and l>roke hb lpirit. 111 have you
arrcsted ! l'Il caîl for lîelp 1"

Ned %vas %%ildly cscited. ''ie trutb lîad da%%ned up0fl
liiîi at last, and licenc tlîat lie faccd tic unprincipled
bcounidrcl î',lo liad rubbed lus brotier, WVilliani Dar-
row.

lie sprang to lus feet, and shouted for hiellp across the
wvatery wvaste.

At that nmonment, by accident or design, the sal flap-
ped to %vindward.

It swept Ned Darrow off bis feet, aîîd as be saink like
a ,hiot bencathi the vacthe sail-boat sped rapidly
on1 ils w~ay.

CHAPTîER X.

MR. JAMES' MISiIMPS.

Tvro liours after Ncd Darrow had leUt thie vicinity of
the schoonier Neptune, ',\r. James came hurrying down
to the whîarf.

Hec bad learned that bis brother, Professor Ballentine,
wotild return to the city thiat evening. anîd lic camne to
conhnicatc the intelligence to Ned.

But, to bis surprise, Ned wvas not to be fouîîd in the
viciniity of the shîip, and a long search failed to reveal a
trace of hiîî.

"Il e caîi't have lust hiinself," uititered Mr. Janmes.
"Mi\aybe lîc's got tired of waiting for nie, and lias gotie
back to the lodging-lîousc."

The under-inaster slowvlv retraced ]lis steps as he spoke.
He did ùaut notice thiat lie %vas follue d. Eien if lie had
obserr cd the shkulking figure that bliaduwed Ilus footstcps,
it is doubtful, anîid his pre-occupatioiî of mîiîîd, if lie
would have rccognized AIel 'Morgan.

MNr. Jaines wcnt straighit to thie iodging-lîouse and re-
appuared about an hour later, u.arrying Uic satchel that
coiîtained Ned's effccts and bis own.

Marklîamn kept close lit bis heels. Suddenly, as Mr.
James passed a deserted roîv of buildings on a lonely
street, the former crowdcd to bis side. W~ith a î)ush hie
senît tie unsuispecting under-niaster dowîi a pair of
rickety area stairs.
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