THE BUSINESS * SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturduy, May 12,

Fine summer weather this week hga
Jed to an active trade in the lighter
iines of dry goods, clothing, etc., Loth
fu city and country. The movement of
these lines to the country from local
fobblng warchouses is quite large and
px:ospects are for an active season’s
trade. Groceries and provislons are
also in good demand. Some radical
changes tn tho local hardware price
)Mist aro noted in our market columns.
and Mnseed o1 has made & sharp ad-
vanee. Graln 4.1 veries throaghout tho
country are light. The large stocker
cattlo movement continuey. Bullding
operations in the city have beenrath-
er tackward and the dauger of a re-
petition of last spring's strike among
the carpenters is hurting the pros-
pects for work. The movement ol new
settlers to all parts of the west is
large. Rallway traffic of all kinds is
moving frecly. Bank cicarings at
Winnipeg for the week ending Thurs.
day were $296,193 larger than a year
ago, but nearly that much smaller
than two years ago. Coplous rains all
over tho country would improve crop
prospects and trade and create alet-
ter fceling generally.

WINNIPEG MABKETS

Saturday, Aay 12.

(Al Quotations, unless vlherwisa spec
ficd ure wholesale for such yunntities
us are uxually taken by cotall irusers,
and are subject to the usual reduction
on large quantities znd to cash dis-

counts.)
BINDRR TWINE.

There Iz no change in the twiue mar-
ket. Dealers are booking orders at 11
1 2¢ per pound for slsal and standard,
14 1-2¢ for Manila and 16c for pure
Mamia, f.0.b. Minneapolls, Duluth ard
fort William in carlots. For less than
carlots prices are 1-4c per pouund
Ligher.

LUILDING MATFERIAL.

stoie and lime are in active demand
at the fellowing  prices:  Stonewail
rubble S$3.64) per cord; Stonewsil foot
i S060 per cord; Stony AMountain
rubble, S4& per cord. White lime is
worith 2%¢ per busiiel, and grey fme
ise per bushel.

DRY GOODS.

Jobbexs report an active trade do-
g, Tiie f:noe warm weatter las
greatly sttmulated the demand for
g 't sumumer goods and travellers are
touking numcerous orders for these.
Hoise sales are also good. With the
comand as large cvery.waere as it s
today it J8 not so much a juestion
of Leing able w0 sell as ol beng dle
to buy. Capadian Iactorics aro all
very busy and in Great Britain and
foreign countrice much the same cob-
qaftons provaii. Canadion buyers now
alroad report great Jdlfticulty in get.
ting thesr orders placed. Tie woudency
of priccs on all staplo lmes 18 still

upraxds,
DRUGS.

Demand Is stcady and fairly large
for all Mocs. Lomplior is firmor in
oter markets, but uuciuuged here.
tarolic acla has declined S to 10c
per ouncty  Citric acld 18 also Se lower,

THE COMMERCIAL

Parle green 38 weakor and has de-

clined 3¢ per pound., Suuwn is 20c¢ per

keg dearer and strycinine 10 to 1be

per ounco jower. . .
TISH.

el caught  whitefish  and Loke
Superior trout are now 1n the marg
ot. also salmon and haitbut. bemaumd
for fish 18 good and we gquote prices as
follows:  Whitefish, fresh caught, $
1.2¢ per pound, frozen © to (R OVH
Lake Superior trout. 10¢; salmos.
32 1.2¢; hahibut, 12 L-2¢; picacrol 3 1.2~
pike, Sc. trout, 10c; salmon, 12 1.2¢;
galiwon. round cauts, 10¢; halidot, 1]
gt wiidtelish, in hall barrels, $6.503
radans. 7c, falt cod. Tc; mackerel,
tfresh, 15¢, frest herring, 20c; Laura-
dor lerrlng, in half barrels, $4.00.

GIROCERIES.

The grocery market s for the wmost
pary steady and unchanged. Jouutry
merchants are  taklng falply  large
quantities of goods from local joblers
and city trade is also govd. The mosy
uotable feature of the week has been
a general advance of The per lase nu
Fdds’s sulpliur matchaes, due 10 _the
searcity created by the Bull Iire.\ J'.:g.
oncia raisius hold very firm at 32.50
per box. For prices see nuge 1156.

GREEN FRUITS.

There is practically o chenge i the
situntion. DBusiness 1s fairly active :u}d
prices firm at last week ¢ Ligures.  St.
Michacl oranges arc offering at 3O 10
$5.25 according to sizin. Bananas are
scearce ana hard W ohtain uv Umes
Strawberries are now coming
forward freely. We quote: California
navel oranges, $4.75 to §5 per cuase
for regular sizes. Californin scedlings,
£3.50 s $3.75: faucy Mod. sweets, 4
California lemons, per box, $1.75; ba.
nanas. S3.00 to $3.50; pineapples per

dozen, $3,00, apples, winter, 35.00
to SG.OD per barrel stra~=ber-
ries, S6.50 per case; cocoanuts,

per cozen. 8ic; Grenoble wilnuts, 15c.
Tairagoua ahuvonds. 15¢; Tilberts, 12¢;
peanuts, green, 9¢. roasted 12c¢i peean
nuts 15¢ per 1b; new maplo sugas, per
pound 15¢; appav _clder, 35c peor gal.
lon in barrels and hall barrels; truly
ciucr put up 20 aad 30 gallon kegs,
per gallon, 35¢; California layer figs
ir. 1t pound boxes, $1.40; new Smyr-
nas it glove boxes, 32.00 per dozen;
10 1k, boZos, S1.50 per Yox: dates. Te per
. in 115 cartons, 10¢; honey in 1-1b.
glast jars, per dozen jars, §2.50; Ameri.

can red  onions, 3¢ per pound,
Zreen ontons, 20c per dozen Lhunchies,
jcttuce, 50c¢; sweet potatoes, por

barrel. $7: California celery. e per
dozen bunches; new California cabbage
Se per 1b.; cucumbers, S2. .

HARDWARE.

QOur price list this woek shows a sharp
decline In barbed wire, wire nalls, iron
i, and bar iron corresponding 1o last
week's declino in the cast.  Thls is
{he first reduction which Thas been
made iu thiese lines in 18 wonths, It
is qQifficult to determine the real causo
of the drop as in the opinlon of tho
tradc it is not due to natural or legiti-
mate causes. The ouly explanation
that it is dac to speculative manipu-
lation iu New York for stock jobling
purposcs.  ‘The president of the Amer-
jean Steel and Wire Company, J. W.
Catcs, is held responsible for the cut
m Gnltea States prices, which he clalms
was rendered necessary in order 1o re-
duoe: stocks which have accumulated.
Most dealers are uot inclined, how-
tver, W acoept thus explapation 1or 50
radical o drop a9 $1 por 100 pounds
on natlg and wire, and attributo it to
Ar. Gates® speculations rather than to
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legitimate causes. Whilst there has
been & reduction of the above mention.
ed amounts {n the United States the
full amount of the reduction has uot
been made in Canada ior tho reason
that United Stotes prices are always
much higher than Canadian owing to
the fact that thelr makers give Canue
dian jobbers u speclal cut which on-
ables them to sell much lower than
jobbers across the line and this recent
cut has not been made to apply to its
full extent on tho Canadian tist. Thoe
actual amount which Winnipeg jobbers
Lkave taken off their prices this week
is 25« por keg on wire nails and 25¢
per 100 pounds on barbed wire. It
is generally the unexpacted that hap-
pens and dealers here say they svould
not be surprised {f the United States
trust should put its prices up again
to the extent of a fow ccuts so as
w creat: o scramble to get orders
placed before o radical advance. Bar
fron dropped 20c per hundred this week
ticre anc band fron o similar amount.
Anothier lmportant declineg this week
has besem in iron pipe 1-4 inch pipo hav-
fngr declined 321-Z¢ per 100 feet and
other sizes in proportion. Solder g
l¢ per pound lower. Galvanized iron
stapleg are 23¢ per 100 pouuds lower.
Business is good with local jobbers and
the outlook for trade statisfactory.
Winnipeg prices will be found on an-
other pago. .

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

A sensational advance in linseed oll
prices is the featuro of this woeek's
market. Doiled oll is now guoted at
95¢ per galton and raw at 92¢, an  ad.
vance of 1lc per gallon. 1t is seldom
thav such a 1adical change occurs in
the price of this commodity and tho
trade have been taken by surpiise.
Snert stocks Is the cause.  The high
prices which now prevail for oil is suro
t» have arn adverse effect vpon tho
pamt trade.  The lead markets hold
vwry firm and prices here are away
Welow the basis of castern quotations.
Jogbcrs report business light at pres.
ent.

RAW FOuS

Receipts arc fairly liberal and prices
as follows* Padgers, prime 25 to §0C;
bears, black, yearlings, $5 to $8; black,
small, $5 to $12; vlack, mediun, $10 to
$15t black, large, $15 o $25; browsn,
yearitigg, $+ vo $6; bown, small, $3
to 510, browsd, medium, §$10 to $15;
brown, large, S15 to $20, beaver, smaid,
$150 w $3; medivm, $3 to $3, large,
% o §7; fishers, durk, $6 o $9; pale,
3 % 36, fox, silver dark, large. S$30
w0 $200, cross, $5 to $15; red, $1 to
8, lynx, large, $1.50 15 $1; middling,
$1 wo $3, smalli0e to $1.30; marten,
large, dark, $4 to $12;. large, pale or
brown, $3.50 to $Y; large, Hight pale,
$2.op tw §5; mink, large, dark, $1.50;
w F3 smal, dark, S1 to $1.30;
musquasht, winter, 2¢ to 10c; otter,
la:‘g:c, dark, §6 to $12; large pale, $5
W $8, skunk, large, 30¢ to $1; wolf,
timber, large, 82 to $3; prairle, 40¢ to
§1. wolverine, large, dark, $3 to $3;
large, pale, $1.25 to $2.

SCRAP.

We quote prices us follows: No. 1
cast won free from wrought and malle.
abl: §14 per ton, No. 2, $7 per ton;
’Wrought tron s%r:xp. $650 per ton:
eavy copper, 101-2¢ per pound; red
brass, S§to 81;2(: per pound; ycliow
Lrass, lieavy, 71-2c per pound; light
brasy, 41-2 1o Sc per pound; lead pipe
or ten  load, 21.2¢ per pound; zinc
scrap 1c per pound; rags, country mix.
cd. 50c. rubber, frec from rivets,
buckles and arctics, Scper pound; white
ledger paper lc per pound.



