Commercial Travellers, the
Railways and Baggage.

The  question of couvenieuce, time
and profit, In relation to the com-
mereial travelers and the raillways,
suggests o few Ideas wifehy might be
consigered Ly both interests.

mhe raibways and  thelr  emoloves
are, ae @ rule, ever rcady to facihtate
tlis part of their traffle, and it is
no small part, clther.

The comnerciinl travelers have rare-
v appreclated the trouble the rall-
ways have in the handling, checking
and all the other et ceterae of this
inense traffie.

There are m%b:l.bly 10,000 commer-
clal traveiers, carrying,  she year,
suy. uearly 3,000 tons of baggage, on
wiliaeh the railways collect nothing
divect. When this is considered, with
the cost of the excess cards, prepald
certificates, and bLaggagewmen, W is
enslly seen that the Lalance of bag-
gage that pays its way must also pay
for that which is nominally f{ree.

hy not make all commerclal tag-
gage pay for telug carried, and form-
uwlate a price that would bte known
to everyone—say, 100 pounds of hag-
gage, for 100 miles, for 10c¢ ? This sum

muy be too low or too high, hmt nc
donts  their mathematicians  could

glve o price that would pay the vail-
ways.

Were this system introguaced, it would
gave the railways the cost of excess
gslekets aud prepaid certificates. 1t
would save the baggagemea no end
of trouble just wheu o train was
leaving. It wonld end the question of
a commercial  traveler handing any
baggage to a companion soing lirht.
The iden teing stiil further followed
out would be facilitated by books of
coupon tickets, which could e issned
by the railways for any mileawe or
weight of bagpage, and luterclanpe-
able on any line of rallway or boat.

S far this may read as if it was
all weli studizd out for the ratlways
benefit, but an iden to be of =znoush
value for adoption between two people
must be of value to both.

Were this adopted, the commereial
travelers could have their baggage
all settled for by the ficm. Lefore they
leave for their trip. When leaving a
station the timeo lost in having o te
tiere long hefore train time to have
excess made out or prepadd certifieate
awtenged to, is well known to  mostly
eiery man on the road. Under this
iced, commercial  baggage cowld  be
chocked as any ordinary traveler's
trunks. On arrival at its destination
i could be gottled for by the commer-
cinl traveler. If ho tranelled fifty
milyy, ke would simply give ap tifiy
miss it coupuns. Every firm knows
tora pound or two what their travel-
ers ar cearrylug and Low long 2 trip
they will have, so the matter could
easily Le calenlated, amud 1t i much sat
iefaction to know your baggage is all
setiled for. By this ldea the commer
cial traveler has the very last mo-
ment in the towm ho is leaving  for
business, just saving cnough time to
psck and go 1o the station.  Lndor the
present system he must be there from
at least @ quarter of an hour hefore
train time. Then, a commercial trav-
elor has moro time when he arrives, to
lcok after tho railway's requirements.

Theso books of coupons would have
the commercial  traveler's unwe and
cortificate number and firm's nawme.
Each coupon being numtered, telong-
tugr Lo a eer'os, would easlly be check-
ed by the rallways.

Shiould o commorclad traveler send
part: of hiy baggage back to uis firm
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before Lo has completed his trip, it
is easy to compute the number of con-
pous {0 pny on tho halunce.

Should a commereinl travelor not
use his entire book, the balance could
pe used on a later trip, or used as
part. payment on & mow book.

Th amount of woney suved to the
railwayg by this wothud wounld ‘ery
lkely pernmi & reductton of the rate
per mile on commerelal travelers® pas.
singer iransportation, possibly bring-
ingiit to 2¢ per mile, and, if tins were
50, there would be no reason why the
employers of travelers woulkld not also
buy ilie passenger as well ag the bag.
gage transportation for their trav.
clers, for thelr entirve trip before they
lannve. '

Prese suggesticns are submitted for
c1iticism, and the promoter would Le
glad (o get opwnions {rom men on the
read.
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The Commercinl Men,

Thos. Clearibue arrived from the”
cast tlus week, with his samples for
next fall and winter's trade.

&, D. R. Fernle, western repressi-
tative of the Hudson's Day Wultung
Co., and Joscpht Horsinll & Sons, has
moved s sample room to the iiuwen-
fog’s block, Main street, where be hay
taken dn entive floor, giving him ~om-
modious quarters. Mr. erpie  yow
carries quite an extensive stork in
AVinnipop for the sorting trade.

i

Gigantie Enterprise.

Toronto, Jan. 5—I% 1. Clorgue, man-
ager of the great pulp mill ab Sault
Ste. Marie, glves particulars of  vast

vrojects on the part of the untario &
Lake Sugerior company, American capi-~
tzlists, hacked by o capital of 320,
000,000, of which $6,000,000 has been
»ajid wp.

Driefly, the »roposal is to establish
at the Canadian sault the {following en-
terorises. Reduction works, to cost 31«
500,000, chemical works, to cost $500.-
000  atkall works, to cost ¥1,500,000:
ol sulphide pulp mill, to cost 32Hu,000, a
steel rail mill, to cost $2,500,000, total
$7,250,000.

The reduction works will treat nicket,
couprer and otlher ores from all over
Ontario, Tho proposed steel rall minl
will have a canucity of a thousand tons
o! steol ralls dailyy

Dairy Trade Notes.

Portagc la DTralrie Literal. The
Portage creamery closed Jdown for
the season at the end of the year
In all 79,000 pounds of hutter were
made during the seasont, part of tais
was made at North DBrandon and
Strathelan  creameries  wliteh  <wvere
opurated by the same firm, bat durmg
the early and latter part of the Sea-
gon all the ercam was shipped to-
Yortage. The price paid wo prorons
variwt according to the markets dur-
Iy the different months, dut was al-
wiays equal to that pald by the mer-
chants  for dairy butter, those who
sent cream durlng the whole season
realized an average of 15e. The same
territory will Le operated next sea-

3w with improved prospzets as pions
ecring new ruotes Is always expen-
sive J. Douslicld, the proprietor, will
spend the winter organizing the dif-
ferent  Qdistricts and placiug  eream
separators azuong the fanwers.

Suipments ol ore from Rossland
camp during the week ended Decem-
Ber 28 amounted to 4,932 tons. Unly
seven of the mines flgured in these
shipments.
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Movements of Business Men.

Duvid Ross, of Whitemouth, was in
Winnipeags tlue week.

JaE, bwgman, of Winnipog, return-
ed from: an extended trip cast this
week.

J. Johnston, of Johnston & Stewart,
Winnip.@, implements, left  for the
gouth this week on @ business trip.

George Cralg, dry goods nerchant,
Winnipug, lefy this week lor New York
and Great Dritain on a purchasing
trip.

Growth and Use of Tea.
Although the tea plant is indigenouy
to Assuie and the Chinese plant is a
debased variety, it was uuknown .n
Indre tils 1584, 1In the provious year
the Bust Indina Company bhad lusty its
monopuy of the China tew trade, and
the wrecturs set L0 work to secure
for thicdr own territorics a portion of
what had beecome to them a very ma-
temae busiucss,  Sceds and plauts of
the debased Cbinese varioty were ime
ported, and with them Chinamen and
Chinese methods, The followiug fifty
years were employed in geotting away
froin Chiucse methiods, of which the
outcome i3 the excellent Indian weth.-
ads 00 toaday, which have practicaily
destroyeu the export of the Chinese
production. Following the success in
AsFaln, tea was planted jn Bengal and
other provinces, until in 16897 the area
of cultivation was equal to 200,000
heetares.  Outside of India, Ciina
and Japan, the greatest cevelopment
has b.en dir Ceylon and Java., Tle
principas- tea-drinking ountrios of the
werlt  are China, Japan, the Uaited
Kingdom, the British colome:, Rlussia
and the Tnitoa States of America, 15x-
cludiag Mongohan requirements, the
worlds consumption may bz taken
roughly at 230,000,000 kilogramsper
anpu, whieh, including cost of trans.
pertation, but 10t revenue and uis-
trdhutive profits, may be valued a.
€£€17.000,000., It is ostimated this
qrastity ay sufficient to make 100,.
000,000,000 cups ol tea. The U-.ited
Ringdom takes the largest quaatity,
the mmports for 1693 buing 107,000,
000 k'lograms, or 263 kilograms per
anmun per hcad of population—a sood
deal 18> than the quantity consumed
by the Australasian colonies, Next o
wreat. Britaln comes Russin as uco.-
sumer ol 42,000,000 kilograms, ur 0.3:1
kilogram per head of population. The
Tulted Stutes takes 381,000,000 kilo.
grams, or (1.41 kilogram per head; hut
thet. 1l people of the States con-
same 5 kKograms of coffe: per liead,
Canad: consumes 3 kilograms per hica.d
and  Holland 1.2 kilogram.—Brad.
streets, L, 3

\ceutding to official estunates there
will be gver S73,000,ut1) feet of tim-
v cuy in Northern Ontario duning
the present winter, The cut of last
yoar was 570,000,000 {eet.

The Christmas numbper of Th~ Farm.
er's Advocato is n [ine edition, well
fied with Interesting reading imat.
ter an an  unusuwally  well-executed
scries of illustrations, mcestly Jf fam-
ous Caradlau stock herds, The Can.
adian minister of agrlculture iscn~ ¢t
a numbcr of notable contributors to
this editton.
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W:\Nfl‘ED—SE.\’ER:\l. PERSONS EBOR
District Ofice Managers in this state to re-
Q"S“.“‘ me in ther own and surrounding countics.
Villing to pay yearly $500, payable weekly,  Dee
sirablc cmployment” with unusual opportunitics,
Relcrences exchisnged. Knclose scif-aldressed
stamped envelope, S, A, Park, 120 Caxton Baild-
inyg, Chicago.



