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The editor of Tz Catricis responsillefor the viows expiossedin Editorial Notes and
Articlos, and for zuch caly ; but the editor is not to bo understood as endozsing the senti-
ments s.preszed in the articles cuntributed to this journal. Uar readers are capablo of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contenta of the paper; and after
sxercising due caro as to what is toaprrar in our columns, we shallleavo tho . est to thelr
iatelligent judzment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

M Canistiss—1893.—Toe Critic extends a Chrisimas grecting to all,
B wishing its reeders, youog and old, shurough anj .yment of the sacred feati-
val of tho year. To the young the Chnstmas season is suggestive of morry-
msaking snd good cheer, but t¢ the majority of us who havo reacked msn-
t hood and womanhood, our pleasure is not untinged with sadness, as with
k the return of tho Christmas tido memories of the past flow in tpon ocur
hoarts Thoso who have been fortune’s favoritos during tho past year and
f have boen shielded from adverso fate have reason to rejoico and give thanks,
f whilo to theee who look upon a home circ’o broken, or find themsslves
in ucfortunate circumstances the day will bo rather ons of sad reflection.
May that message wrich rang out with great g’adness upon the Christmas
morn near:y nineteen hundred years ago—G ory to God in tho highest,
and on earth peaace, good will toward men—find an echo in the hearty of
gl those who are looking backward as well as of all who greet the Christmas
dawning with unalloyed happiness.

A Wartex CostrACT —The frequency with which breach-of promise
suits aro brought into cour: has given rise to much dispuling as to ttio
actusl value of a lover’s promiso of mariage. If the lady in the caso
can produce & letter in which, ever by impication, the lover admits the
fengagoment, she is safo to win her suit, or if the gent'eman can produco 2
imiar docoment in the handwriting of the lady ho may compel the fick'e
Kfair ono to compensate him for his wounded affectiors  In the msjority of
E-"cases, howover, documentary ovidence cannot be procur.d, and tho verbal
[promise is all that tho discarded man or woman basto go upon. It Las
boen proposed, and very wisely wo consider, that tho engaged c.uple shou'd
gghave tho written prumiso of cach other. If the engagement is amicably
broken, the papers cin bs destroyod If despito tho procaution a sui:
ebould arise thero is no neod for the whole history of the engsgem-nt, the
jearcsses .nd cadearments of the once-f nd p ir to be dragged bofore the
jEpublic, for tho offooded party has the p'ain proof of his or her status as an
gengaged lover Ths fac. that a written promise was to be given would
gprovent undue haste on ectering into the now relativa, and, as an engage-
Imont not recorded on prper would not be recognizad in tho courts, the
bresch of promise surs wou'd bo fow and far between. This is certain.y
s non-scntimontal aide to tho writlen contract but tho requiroment is not-
ithstanding s jus! one,

Everr Do Has His Dav.—Dr. Wealey Mills, of McGill Univorsity,
holds a moat novel receoption on Mondsy and Friday motnings of each
week. To this function aro brought tho anlicted of the canino rac., snd

. | batking, whining aud yolping are the order of tho day. Lamo dogs, bitten

dogs, mangy curs aroall made wolcomo by tho genisl host, who, with a
duz*n young veterinary surgeons, stands roady to investigato all tho ills to
which dug-flesh is heir.  Dogs of puro breed, as woll as dogs of mongrel
extruction aro carefuly and freoly attemied to. Simple medicines are
fres-ribed, booes aro set and opera‘ions are performod for the suffering
apimals. Dir. Mil's a0 contrives to impart his inborn spirit of kindliness
to hi+ assistants who, ono and all, are determined that the old aiago, *“ to bo
troated like a dug,” shall call up the most ploasing and gratifying picturo.

StiLt at Laree —For cno millionaire at least tho coming Christmas is
likely to bo a fer from plesant one, fur the resson that justico and not
conscivneo has him by the heo!s. Jabez L. 'four will be remembored as the
orgsniz’r of a number of London building socioies. Wien business was
bzoming he dccamped to the Argentine Kopub'ic, whero for s :mo time ho
has been living in luxury on tho invested monoy of the British atock-
holders. Un Lis estates .n Buenus Ayres ho his boen a iittlo soverorgn.
The absence of extradition laws and tho presenco of a small army of
ro'sinera wero suflicinnt guarantees of safety 1o enable Lim to huld up his
hesd wih the proudest in the land. But, a'as for him! the day of
retribution lias como ; the extradition lawa are amended, and he has no
choice Lut to des 1t his palaial home and ily to tho Andes Mountains for
tafety  Jabrz will nead a guud star: to vatran the pursuing Bntich jastice.

Tnz Kvienr or Lanor 1x Recanta.—Our Ecx'ish friends aro moro
particular in the matter of detiil than aro wo in Canada. Daring a co'd
«nap Leto we deem ours:lves fortunate to obtain on any terms the services
uf a plumter, but it appears that scroes the Atlantic 1t 1s not so. In a
recent case before a Tiritiah magistrate, a plu.aber, who was called in during
a L.uschold emerguncy, cuntinued o wesr lus e3p whie st work. Tho
huuseho'der olyeced to the cuver d head, remsnstrated with t¥ o plumbor,
and st last snaichad the cap cff the offender’s head. A policeman was
then cal ed in by the plumber, who claimed that a privi'ege of his calling
had been interfered with, and the tris sought tho noirest justice There
the houzeho'der was informed that he had no jurisdiction over the costume
of the employe, and that sny rough language which the plumber mighs have
ueed t wards him was to be condored, because of the provocation receised.
The justice did not consider that a fine of 1Us. w.s too wuch to bo imposed
upon tho self-appointed toscher of manners.

Grz toe Cmitores Heug —We have much to Ls thankful for through-
out Nova Sco ia at this Chrisimas-tide. Tho times are not hard and those
wlo cannot affurd to eupply themselves with Christmas choer, w1l find that
the'r richer neighb.rs have not forgotten them. Bat fur many of our
people who have desertod their Provincial homes with the 1des of socunng
better pa3id work in the .ameucan cities, tho coming holiday wil be
sadder than any of previous occuroncs Tho grest cities of the Umited
Stat s aro crowded with out of-work men of all trades, and women who
havo fuurd wor. as scamstresscs, zs factory hands, and as domastic serv-
ants aro ail throwa out of employment. According to the Boston Herald
there aze in thit city a’ono 50,000 wago-carners who have no prospect of
obtaining work and who with a number of dependent women and children,
probab 5 50,000 more, are hving solo y on charity. In New York 2nd in
Chicago thoetate of aflairs is evon worss and whon we reflect on tho probablo
Rumber . ov. Provinci:l moen 2nd wamen who ars sufforiag for no fault of
their owa, s.d who havoe not the monoy to ensble them to raturn to their
humes, tho sorruwfal thooght hides many of the manifestations of Christ-
mas cheer and of a plenty which evorywhero susrouads us. Wo have a
special word to say to Provincisl paremis whose young poople are 1o tho
neighboring Repub.ic. If thsy are out of work, and hera we refer particu-
latly to tho girls—make overy effort to send them the money which will
eaflice fur tne home-coming. Do uot aliow young and inoxpsnenced
dacg.ters to mect those temptations which hunger and pover:y aro sure to
st epgtaen  The gurls wiil bs oratefol and glad to come home when tho
moaey and tho we.como are assured them, and 1n overy ciso thoto at home
should make & determined offort to keep the g.ris who aro pushed by pov-
erty from taking the first stops in a lifo of shame. As for the young men,
wotikealively interest in thom as we.l, but thodanger to them 1s not quite s0
great, yot wo ate coulident that parenis wao gather bath boys and giris
around them at this fostive soason, wili not regret having taken our advice,
and our Provinco will bo tho richer for haviog gotton back its wandering
sons and daughters,




