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THE FOMANCE OF A JESUIT.

From the Fronch of Do Beugny d'Iagerne.
Cuavren XIL

The first case that was entrusted to Charles was one con-
cerngy o theft alleged to have been comnntted by o servant
named Prerre Bouvier.  In mvestigating the cireumstances
attending tins case, the young lawyer discovered that the ac-
cused purty had formerly been m Mme. de Plelan’s service,
and m following up one clue after anether, Charles became
acquamted with many circumstances connected with that
ludy’s past life and her many severe trials. The more he
learned concerning certain passages in the past life of the
Countess and her decensed husband, the more did hio learn
to regpect and esteem her and to thank God for Marguerite’s
having fallen into such good hands.

Tuno went on, Charles continued steadily progressing in
legal kuowledge and chiciencey, but in 1847, when the Republic
was proclaimed, he had for a time to take up arms and aid
m maintaining order in the metropolis. Though several
times lie wag exposed to the greatest dangers, he was fortun-
ate enough to eseape unharmed. During these public com-
motion amd troubles, Mwe, de Plelan had returned to her
chateau in Brittany, taking the two young girls with her,
and Charles” mind was thus quite at ease concerning his sis.
ter's aafety, althongh he felt lonely enough witen le found
hamnself so far separated from her,

During the year 1849, his patron, Mons. B , who fally
appreeinted Inus brilhant talents, confided some very nupurtant
affairg to lus manugement, and he suceeeded with them so
adimrably that when he had fimished keeping lus ters, he
was proclaimed by common assent to be the cloverest of the
nising lawyers and certain of making lus mark. |

In the month of September, 1860, ho received u letter from
Ins sister n Brittuny telbng hin that the three ludies were
abont to start on a swax months tour through Italy, and would
be in Pans in a fow dnys.

Charles found the two young ladies wonderfully improsved
m looks, and remarked that Mlle. de Plelan had also gained
much i henlth and strength.  After a few days’ stay i Parns,
tho party of travellers took the trawn for their first halting-
place, and Charles once more found himself alone,

His friend Mlle. Moissae, had conceived so smcere an
adunration and friendship for him that she lost no opportunity
of servmg him and Marguerite m every way that she could
devise, and it wag durmg the latter s absence that the kid
lady rendered him o very important service, by introducing
lum o two Indies, Mwme. and Mle. Berthwer, who were -
volved i a somewhat intricate law-smt,  These ladies asked
Charles to defend their cause, aud he willingly undertook to
conduct their case to the best of his abality.  Mlle, Burthner
was far better acquainted than her mother with all the in.
tricacies of thor position. The pomt at issue was whether
the manufactury of the lute Mons. Bertluer had been sold by
these Indies at an unyustaifiably lngh price.  One of the parties
concerned aganst the Berthiers, was Charles old enemy,
Lerouttier, and hie, m common with the others who were -
terested, demanded that the sale of the manufactury should
be aunulled and the proceeds of the smd sale refunded. By
this urrangement the widow and her daughter would be left
penmless, sice the sum receved for therr property, amount-
mg to S100,000, constituted the whole of their fortune.

Mlle. Berthier and Charles hnd many mterviows eammimng
mventories ad other legal papers, and thy young man was
quite surprised at the young lady's great mntellgenco and
aptitude for business.  After these necessary mterviews on
legal subjeets the young people frequently remamed m con-
versation on general subjects, and Mlle. Bertluer proved to be
80 agreeable and wellanformed that Charles was full of her
pruses to Mlle. Moissac, who did not fuil to encourage him
m frequenting the young girl's society.  She oven went so
far as to sound wm on the subject of a possible mnarriage be-
tween the two, despite lus energetic asseveration that he had
no thought of ever marrymg.

Things were in this state when a-letler arrived from
Marguente summonmg her brother to her aid. Dunng an
excursion that the two young girls had made to the Isle of

Capri, a violont storm had set in and whilst- the sailors wore
doing their utmost to run their boat on shore at Resinn, at n
league’s distunce from Naples, a wave hiad dashed over iv and
lind thrown all its ocenpants into the water. Though borne
genseless to land, Marguerite's strong constitution had en-
abled her to get over the shock they hiad received, but allle.
de Plelan had sank beneath it and she had died the noxt day.
Mme. de Plelan hind fallen senseless shortly after her daughter’s
death, and when the doctors arrived they pronounced her to
be suflering from apoplexy. Marguerito begged her brother
also to announce the terrible tidings to Mons. Yves de Plelan,
the only son of Mme. de Plelan, whose address she did not
know.

Charles could not do otherwise thun hasten to his sister’s
nid, and at once applied to the court for the postponement of
the Berthier case, and having taken leave of his clients, he
obtained Mons. de Plelan’s address, wroto a line to Mlle.
Moissne, and took the train to Liyons, on his rond to Naples.
In Rome ho found Count do Plelan‘s name registered at the
snmoe hotel as he was himself atopping, and introducing him-
self to the young man, lie, with the utmost delicacy, broke to
him the sad news of a sister's death and o mother’s dangerous
illness. (70 be continued.)

BOOKS AND HOW TO USE THEM.

{Concluded )

Not but that ameng novels, as among poems, which have
not yet recenved the sanction of time, we perceive many a gem
bringing howme to us many a beautiful lesson, and wo 1y
humbly and thanhfully accept the gift. I find in several of
our hving writers purpuse, style, aud arl of o high order.
Ono of the most successful of them—>Mr. W. D. . Howells
—once remarked to me that he could no more conceive a
novel without a purpuse than an arch without a keystone.
Various are the ways in which the goodness of that purpose
muy be shown. now it is to place before us an ideal of life in
its diverse phases, now to caution us against some of the evils
gnawing at the vituls of society, now to bring the past nearer,
now to pliotograph glimpses of things passing away for ever,
now to put usin presence of higher truths, and we have well-
written and powerful novels illustrative of all these ways., To
mention names were tedious.

I am not unmindful of the distinetively Catl Jlic novel. It
15 of recent growth on English soil.  Thut en. aent c¢hurch-
man and scholar, Cardinal Wiseman, saw in the ** Last Days
of Pompen the model of an idea which, carried out, might
prove most fruitful in beinging before the minds of the people
a vivid picture of the Christian Church passing through the
vartwus stages of her struggles and her triminphs.  His fertile
brain accordingly projected a series of novels intended to ro-
habilitate the past, and, with his usual versatility, he turned
aside from his oriental and scientific studies, and led the
way in that delightful story of *Fabiola,” wlich con-
tinues to be read with unabated terest. Then followed
- Cullista,” a classic of finer fabre and more delicate strue-
ture, abounding in subtile traits of charactur, and penctrated
with that keen seuse of the beautiful so peculidr to the Grecian
mind. Itis a book that grows upon one with every successive
perusal,  Other works of merit were modelled on these, and
though the list is short, it is select.

Nor am I unmindful of a nummber of living writers profess-
mg the Catholic faith whose pens, though not devoted to ex-
clusively Catholic subjects, have produced, and still produce,
good teading.  Two of the most prominent—Lady Georgiana
Frullerton and Kathleen O Mearm—have recently dropped out
of the hist. Rosa Mulholland, Christian Reid, Annie Keary,
Mrs. Cashel-Heey, Miss Tincker—in lhier earlier works—
Richard Malcolmn Johuston, Justin McCarthy, Marion Craw-
ford—with some exceptions—the Rev. John Talbot Smith.
Maurice Francis Egan, and those two honoured pioncers of
the Catliolic novel v America, Mrs. James Sadlier and Mrs.
Hanson Dorsey, are among those that recur to memory. I
name them for the reason that allof themn have left some
wclyrk and exercised some influence for which we mnay be grate-
ful.

But there is now coming into vogue o pernicious species of
novel, all the more dangerous because of its insidiousness.



