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by no means bases itselfon mero passive do-
tence; hut aims at the complete disorganiza.
uon of the attacking enciny.  And 1f it enn
niethodizo this flank attnck, and reduca it
10 a seientific certainty in dofensive warfare,
» Il sl army somo fifty thousand men,
sept in hand especially to deliver this eruci
al Llow, is not quite s0 uscless as somo wri
ters aro now inclined to contend. e

Inow come to the strategic question.
‘The battle I have deseribed was solely in®
tended to illustrato the tactical power of my
lino in case the encmy attacked it. The
enemy, of course, might have avoided it,
and it may bo thought by some.that this is
exaclly what he would do—that he would
avoild nll protected railwnys in point of fact.
And if wo woro fixed to these railways. he
would have a decided advantage in being
able to roam at will over thoe rest of the
country. . ‘

Iut war is never & question of roaming
about at will. " An army,” says Napolcon,
*moves on it belly.” And the vast mosses
of men that constituto a modern army ro-
nuire the perfection of n most intricate
niechanism to allow them to movo at all, a
meehapism  atwavs linble 1o bo disturbed
aud diglocated.  In cwvihzad countries rail-
ways ure now everywhere ; and itis useless
to expluin to the student of strategy how
importert ina campaign must be a move*
able line of fortresses upon which n defend
ingermy might pivot, as Fuidherbo did on
the Belgian fortresses, nnd to which, in caso
of areverse, ho might retreat for security,
as McC! Man did to the gun boats on the
James River. TLet me take one strategical
instance. AJl theorists dwell on the impor-
tance of a base paralle] to the enemy’sline
of operations, but this with the locomotive
iron redouts nught almost always Le obtain.
ed, Supposing an enemy were to land at
Eastbourne. If tho English general man
ned the Brigton line with reserve forces and
redoubts, ho might use that ns « base, and
striko at the flanks of the enciny's columns
of march. Perhaps, if London werein its
present undofended state, it would bo pos.
sible for the enemy to send forward a few
divisions, and make & dash at the capital;
but I propose to show how London may bo
made secure without much cost, in a future
paper, when I como to consider Fixed Rail-
way Fortresses.

‘To give another instanco of the power of
the locomotive iron redoubts, if wo concedo
that one hundred and fifty thoussind Militia
and Volunicvers could hold sixty mlles of
shelter trenches, assisted by tho regular
army and the redoubts, a glance at themap
will show that it would be impossible for an
cnemy to land anywhere in England south
of Carlislo without our bLeing able to invest
bim, by manning a conveuient line of rail
way round him before he would have time to
commenco oftensive oporations. I have
mentioned the exception of the Severn and
the Biistol Channel, which give him an op.
portunity of cheosing the side on which he
may select to land, but his feints might be
vaflled Ly dividing the investing army until
his real plans were known, If he landed to
the west of Exmouth aud Barnstaple, the
Exmouth and Branstaple line might be man
ned to bar his progress, and an atiack from
the side of Scotland mught be met on the
1ne between Carlisle and South Suields.  If
London were furtitied, of course tho Enghsh
general couldsadopt something much better
than mero passive defenee. Moat Englishi~
men still disbelieve in the pessibility of in-
vaston, 1n spite of the Report of tho Royal
Commiissioners. (ho present aspect of the
questior, perhaps, i3 this, In awar with

France, lot us say, wo can rendor London
securo by keepmgn flegt superior to tho
whole of tho I'rench fleet continually in tho
Cliannel.  But this would bo virtually
turning our naval forco into a military force,
defending London passively, In another
paper Iwill show how London can Lo defend-
cd far more cheaply,

VOLUNTEER MEEUING,

ORUANIZATION OF THE FIRST COMIANY,

A rublic meeting, called Ly Lieut. Col.
Houghton, D.A.G., took place in the Hyack"
Iall, on Friday evening last, There wasa
largo attendance. . .

By requestof the Deputy Adjutant Goneral, ©
Cl-.xpwm 13hby, ot tue fufles, occupied the
chair. ‘

The Chairman having stated that the moet-
ing had been called for the purpose of form-
ing & Voluntcer Militia Company, to be part
of tho Active Miitia of the Dominién of
Canada, : &

Lieut-Col Houghton explnined the nature
of tho organization, tlo dulies, responsibili .
ties and privileges of members. [Ho do-
clared ‘his intention tn do’everything in liis.
power to meet the wishes of tho members
of the organization ; and, in answer to ques=-
tions, cxplamed an uumber of minor
points. .

A long couversation then ¢pisued, betwaen
the Deputy Ardjutant General afd Caplain
Scott, of the Seymour Artitlery, with regard
to tho position of that corps, resultinigin an
agreement that Lieut Col. [ougbton should
strongly recommend tho formation of an
auxiliary company of artillery bero, ns soon"
as Captain Scott should furmsh him with the
naraes of twenty men, ready to join said com-

any.
P le;o roll for the Rifle Company baving
been opened, tzenty seven nunes rero sub-
scribed. v

This closed the Lusiuess of tlig pullle
meoting, Yot "

Non*Volunleers having retired, n,_l'\'w'ffling" :
of the now company was hold, Mr. Bushby in,f'

tho chair.

Tho-Chairman said that be 1was most
anxious o see the new company floutishing-
and oflicient in every respect; and ho be*’
lieved that a great deal dependéd on the
scloction of oflicers. lle had given a good
deal of thought to the matter nui he heg:
ged ‘tosuggest that tho ofiicers Lo :

Captain~Hexry V. Eownvos,
Lieutenant— Joscenn Burt Sr,
Basigh— A, Proie
Mr. J. C. Browar seconded the nvwination.
{Io expressed his regret tlhat Mr. Bushby,
Captain of the late Rille Company, could not .
be provailed upon to acecpt a similar posi
tion iu tLis ouc, although the hal beon
urged to do:0 by taany menbers of {l.0 com
pany. .
U'ne motion yvas passed unanimeusty.

(Captain Edmonds wis for soe yearga
Licutenant in the London Iish tifles, a
corps that hold a high position among the
volunteers of the okl country ; and was also
Lreutenant and Agjutant ot the late rifle
corps here.)

Liout Col. Houghton c(spressed hithself
periectly sausfied with tho choico of offi- -
cers, Ho bidieved tho sclection was a good
oane.

Eachof tho newly clected ofiicers, in a few
words 1ctwined thanks {or the honor done
them,and several other membersof thecom-
pany addresad those present briefly,each and
all expressing a hope that the new company

would bon crodit to New Wcslminster,-x-\:fl

decluring their determination to sparo no
effort in attnining thit ond.
The meoling theii'Lrolo up.

"BEUGOND MEETING.

A mooting of tho newly organized com*
pauny was hold in the IIyack IIall on Tues:
day evening. Only a few members wore
absent, )

Capt; Edmonds announced -that ho ap*

ointed Mr, MoMurphy Color Sergeant, and
Ir. Pritchard, bugler, other non‘commis
sioned oflicers would not ho appointed for
domo time, until experience had shown
:{h:w men were best qualified for tho posi

on,

It was agreed that the members hand
gver the capitution grant to the funds of tho

orps. . .

Drills will be forsthe presont on Tuesday
and Friday evenings at 8 o'clock—tho first
drill being on Tuesday .noxt 20th inst,

The Captain announced. that only one
man was: wanted to (ill the.roll and bring
‘the company up to its full strength.

Mr, R. Dickinson was elected Ciyil Sccre
tary anq Troasurer, .

Caplain Edmonds stited that be bad
applied, through the Deputy Adjutant Gene-
tal to o Doiminion Government, for n grant
for repairing the Drill Shed, &o. ITo hoped
also that the Muuicipal Councils of tho
‘Distyict ywould lollow the practico pursued
in the Ei8t, pnd_ assist the company by
geants to itg (uods,’ .

Thet e was. senjo ‘discussion as to fines for
non-atlendande ‘at drills, &o.,, and we can
hold-out no hopig of lenioncy to dofaul:
ters. T °
¢ 1After somp further business, the meeting
Jbroke up.,—Domiinion Pacific Uerald Jan. 16
MiLtvany.—Lisut Colonel Houghton, D AG.
goas down by the Juterprise this morning.
Tho forination of a Voluuteor Corps al Bur.
rard Inlot lias been abandoned for tho
present, the population of thit plico Lemng
too much scattered.—Ib.

FORT GARRY FIRE. -

——

\Ve have much pleasure in publishing the
following letter from J. H. Mclavish, Ksq.,
thanking Colonel Smith and those under
his comunand for “their gallant exertions
during the.lule fire. As the Hudson Bay

‘[ Vo. were the parties most deeply interested,

it is gratifylng to see that they fully ap-
precivted tho noble ‘efforts of their military

J friends,which resulted in saying sn'immense

amout of valuable propefty'from destruc-

tion: = - . '

Huosox's Bay .Coupanx's Ogrice,
Fort Garry, 15th Jan:, 1874,

LiruT.-CoL. OspOrye -Suith; :C.M.G.. }

Commanding Dominion Force,
Manitoba. oot

Sm,--It is with the deepest sonce of
gratitude that I have this .morning to ox-
press to you and the force undet your ¢Bm
mand, my thanks for the eminent services
rendered in Fort Garry during the past
night, when the onlire ‘establishment of the
Rudson’s Bay. Compiny stood_ in tho most
unminent peril of destruction by fira.

I estimiato to tho fullest exiegt tho fact,
that owing Solely to our own ‘c6ol judgment
and tha noble maanner in which you were
assisled throughapt by your officers- and
men during tho 'several héurs conflict be
twween the devouring element and man's in.




